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THE BRADFORD CLUB.

Undei- this designation, a few gentlemen interested in tlie stiuly of

American History and Literature, propose occasionally lo print lim-

ited editions of such manuscripts and scarce pamplilels as may be

deemed of value towards illustrating these subjects. They will seek

to olitain, for this inu-pose, unpublished journals or correspondence

containing matter worthy of record, and which may not properly be

included in the Historical Collections or Documentary Histories of

the several stales. Such unpretending cotemporary chronicles often

throw j)recious light upon the motives of action, and the imperfectly

narrated events of by-gone days; perhaps briefly touched ujion in

dry official documents.

The Club may also issue f;\c-similes of curious manuscripts, or doc-

uments worthy of notice, which, like the printed issues, will bear its

imprint.

Tliese are tlie

Registers, the chronicles of the age

They were written in, and spi'ak tlie truth of History

Better than a hundred of your printed

Communications." — Hhnl; rly .Unnin/on's Ani/'t/iidri/.

William Bradford, the first New York Printer, wliose name they

have adopted, came to this country in 1682, and established his press

in the neighborhood of Philadelphia. In 1693 he removed to this
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city, tm.l set u\> tlic lirst press " at tlic smii of tlie Bililc." Ilis first

work, ]iriiil.M in this .-..Iniiy, was ciititlr,! " the Laws an.l Acts of the

General A>seiiil,ly.- DuriiiLia iieriod oftliirty years lie was tlicdiily

Printer in tlic Pn.vincc, an.l ill his iini.iints lie styledhiinsclf- Printer

to the Kin,-." In IVir, hr printed our lirst newspaper. T/u y, ,r Ynrk

<;,i:,l/,: JIc coiitinucil the liiisiness ol' his professiou until within a

few years of hi,- death, which ..eciured in 1753, at the age of 92 years.

lie was dcseril.ed in an ohilitary notice of theday as " a man of sreat

solaietv and industry, a real friend to the poor and needy, and kind



INTRODUCTION.

Tlic luirpose of tliis vdlunio is to present to its reiid-

ers tlie earliest jioeiiis written witliiii the boiiiids of

the state of Xew York, so far as is known. Tliese

were produeed wliik^ tke counti-y was under tlie juris-

diction of tke u-overnnient of tlie United I'rovinecs of

tke Xetkcrlauds. Tkey are all tke ,-ouip.,sitions of

Hollanders korn, and have liitkerto existed oidy in tke

Dutek langua,i;-e; most of tkeni now see tke ligkt,

even in tkat language, fur tke first time: and none of

tkem liave ever kefore keen rendered into Englisk.

Tkougk not devoid of poetical merit, tkey are deemed

at least of sufficient kistorical interest and imjiortanee

to ke entitled to [ireservation in tkis form ; commemo-

rating, as tkey do, tke first essays in tke art upon our

own soil, anil especially illustrating tke natniv of

tke country, and the ckaracter, kal)its and manners,

both generally and particularly, of our first settlers,

as well as tkeir jierilsand dangers. Taken as a Avkole,

tkey nuiy ke said, from tke facts and events tkey nar-

rate, to constitute our first epic, simple, unpretend-

ing, and perkai)s wanting in kigk excellence, yet

trutkful and spirited in description. If tke early bal-

lads of a nation are, as has keen well okserved, inval-
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iialile for its liistorv. lidw sIkmiM tln-se iiHU-e authentic

pieces cuimiiciLil tlKMiLsch-es to our ]ireei<>us .-are?

A few year> a.-'n. whil,' sojunniiii,-- in Holland, we

printeil, f>r the uTatiti.'atioli <.f a few frienils. tlie

nieni.iir and pncnis nf Jaeoli Stcendani, uiie of the

writtTs luTe referred to. The prefatory note to that

pidilicatioii will lu'st serve as an introdnetion to

further .•xplaiiatious.

'Aniisrollaueous volume of old pla.'ards an<l pro-

elainatious of the States Ueiieral and other hroadM.les,

put toLi-ether, appaiviitly, heeause they were all of tin'

same size, was sold a fc^w mouths siuee at the Ila-ue

at the puhlie sale of a lihrary. T.ound up with this

on New Amsterdam, signed, ••darn], St,.endani. m.-h

cost,,-." It was a lamentation over the nei^'le.'t which

that new settlement luid received at the hands of the

iMiwerful city of Amsterdani, whose name it hore and

from whh'h it was ],laiited. A perusal of it excited

and had heeii sent hence to the parental city f .r puh-

licatiou : and uiion investiu-ation those fiets wiMV fully

estal)lishe<l. It is. as far as is yet kiiown. the first

attempt at ]ioetry in what are now the states of Xew
York, Xew Jersey and Delaware, and portions of the

states of Cnnectlcut and I'enusylvania, containing- a

of nearly twi.e that of the kin-d.nn of the Xether-

laiids: and ha> hitherto escaped all ohservation. The
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author, however, was not alto<;'etliei- unknown to

fame in his native country; and his name is duly

registered in tlie anthohigy of Fatlieriand among the

four thousand poets wliose woi-ks are found in jirint.

He had publislied a respec-tahle volume of odes and

epithalamiums, and a small jmcm, called the "Praise

of ^ew ]Sretherland," togctlier with sundry fughive

pieces, among which was one -with the quaint title of

" Spurring-verses to the Friends of the Colony and

Brotherhood to he estahlished on the Snutli Kiver of

NewlSTetherland." Bnttheonly hingraiihical noticeof

him to he found, is a slidi-t ]iai-agraph or two of fifteen

lines in A'an dcr Aa's supplement to AVitsen (Jeysbeek's

Dictionary of Dutch jioets, in all resjiccts imperfect

and unsatisfactory. The poems relating to Xew iSTeth-

erlauds are all excci'dingly rare ; and it seemed there-

fore not improper to ascertain if possible some further

particulars of the life of the jioet, and, by a repro-

duction of the poems themselves, to save them from

the danger of being entirely lost. This has now been

done; and a translation added, which pretends to no

other merit than to convey tlie meaning of the poet,

in the same meti-ical forms as he himself adopted, for

the satisfaction ol' such friends into whose hands this

little publication may come, as may Ix' unacquainted

with the Dutch language

"In endeavoring to trace tlie career of Steendam, it

became necessary to resort to original sources for

materials. The labor has not been whollv without
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tViiit; Imt it has not resulted in as iiiucli as coulil liavo

Ikh'11 (k'siivd. T.) the kiiidiu'ss .)f Dr. O'Calla^liaii

otHcial rnuurruou with thi' .clnnial vvv<mU Xlwre.

vnm\v him tn \k' .uiishhTcl tlir Aivliivist nf tlic state

of Now Y,irk, wc are indehted Inr tlic facts disci, .sed

ill i-o.i:-ar<l tn the iM.cfs n.si(K-iu-e in tlie oh.ny. .1. T.

Bndel Xijenliuis Es,i. ,,f Levden l)n.n-ht tn nnr nnti.-e

tlie SinnTinu'-vorsrs: an.l liis tlinmndi knoMdedu-c nf

the ]inetrv and litei'ature of liis country lias also availed

us in sonic valualde snii'n-estions iu iire]iarinii- the

nieni.Mi-. :\lr. Frederick Muller of Anistenhnn,

politely placed at our disposal the only jM.rtrait of

8te.'ndani. whi.di we have s'cen, and has cnahled us

to ]il-esclit the scuihlallcc nf the pnet. 'Jdielv is

Stcenikim 1 in liis simple u-arh. a study »( the cnstnme

of nur early .-nlnnists: and in his frank and fearless

cnuntenam'c the type nf the early settlers oY ^'ew

Ynrk. We were unwilling- t,. leave any >our.-.s within

niir reach niiexplnred where any infoimation nii<:ht

have l„.en made in the Koyal kihrary and the National

Archives at the ila.-uc: and particularly in the latter

amouii- the rcoi'ds of tlic Kast India ('.nniiany, fnr

the purpose of dis<'overin,i:- the end of the ]Miet's wan-

dering life. And, althoue-h little was elicited in those

.inarters, our thanks are nevertheless here <lue. h.r the

lunaryinn- courtesy and assistan<-t' -which A\e received

in the ]irnsecution of nur inquiries, tn the e-entlemen
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who administer the athiii's lA' tlidsc two nolik' institu-

tions, hoth as principals and in snhoi-dinaU' capacities.

" The reprints of the oriyinal jHicnis (h'scri]iti\-e of

New ISTetheriand are made fmni copies (U'rived from

different sources. Tlie Complaint of Xew Amsterdam

is fro]u tlie copy in our possession, discovered in

the manner ahove mentioned. Tlie Praise of New

Xetherland is from a manuscript which we made our-

selves several years ai;-o, — not dreaming- then of its

use in this way or of tln' interest \\hicli noAV attaches

to it, — from a printed copy lu'longing to James

Lenox Esq. of Xew York, tlie only copy of the

original edition we lia\e hcen ahle to disco\er. The

Spurring-Verses are from a copy in the lioyal Lilu-ary

at the Hague, of the work of Pietcr Cornelisz.

Plockhoy, mentioned in the sketch of Stcendam.

"In concluding this introduction we venture to

e.\i)ress the hope that the poems of the Kev. Heuricus

^ielyns, the see<ind of the New Netherland poets, may

lie collected and iiuhlisheih He succeeded Steendam

liy a few years, having gone to the colony in 10(10,

where he was installed the tirst settled minister of

P>rooklyn in Septemher of that year. Domine Selyns

was one of the most accomjilishcd scholarsof his time
;

and was a poet and iiliilosoplicr as well as a divine.

There are some memorials of liim here in Holland and

some fugitive pieces of his poi^try There are also

some lines of Ins prefixed to Mather's M/i/iiallu. But

it is not generallv known tliat there is, or was a few
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•ears a -n in Xcw York.

Ar-i(lius Lny.-k. iv.-tnr ,,f tlic Latin srl,u,,l in Xv\v

Aiiistenlaiii in ICf.:!. witli .Imlith van l>ciHl.M.rn : and

als,, an .'i.iiai.li uiM,n Anna I.,MM-kcnnans, the widow ..f

Olof Strvoiisz. van Cortlandt. It w.mld he an iiitor-

cstin^- additinii t-i tlie early i">ctry of our (.-oniiti-y.

author, who enjoyed a eorrespoink'nee with Sen-

o-nerdins, the learned i,rofess,,r of Natural rhilo.o-

phy, an.l WilKin-a-Urakel. the orth.Mlox author of

the /A-A/;//.- ^',„/,v,/;,/,.v/,_the Jiiost esteemed work

perhaiis in the whole ran-e of Duteh theolo-v.

—

would he a not less valuahle eontrihution to the litera-

ture and seienlitie history of tlie United States. The

Ila.-ue. -21 Fehruary. ISi;!.'-

At the time this was written, we hardly e.\|ieeted

that the hope expressed in the eon.'ludin- para-raph,

ofthere.-ov.Ty of tlu' p,.ems of Selyns. W(iuld he soon,

if evi'. realized. The last trace of th.' manuscript

was in the hands of the author of Kniekerhoeker-s

New York, at the time he was en^-au-ed in writing'

liis travestie of the history of New Xetherland. in

Deeend.er. lS.-,4. in a h'tter to .lames Lenox. Ks,,.,

Mr. Irvin- says: "There must he somewhere extant a

small volume ot' Dutch poems in nuinuseript. very

neatly copied out, relatiliLi- to [lersous and events in
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Some of the poems are e])itlialamiiims, one of wliich

was addressed to Domiiie Egidins Lnyck, rector of

the Latin Seliotil upon his mari-iai;-e witli Judith \-an

Isendoorii. The autlior of the poems was Do. Selyus,

tlie earliest poet of tlie jiroviiiee. Tliis poem was h'lit

to me lietween forty and Jifty years sinee liy tlie late

Dr. Brure. He die.l diirin- my h.ii- ahscnee in

P]urope. I have made many ein]uiries aftt'r it sinee

my return, hut ean hear nothinii' of it. It was too

neatly hound and too neatly written a volume to he

wantonly destroyed : and I am in hopes it is still exist-

in-- in the liamls uf some one or other of ]:)r. Bruee's

eoimeetions.'' We had, however, tirst derived our

knowledii'e of the f )rmer existence of the manuscript

from the juipers of M. ilu Simitiere, [ireserved hy the

Lihrary Company of Philadelphia, which ivlate to a

period antei'ior to and during- the revolutionary war.

Shortly after our I'etnrn from Holland, the xolume so

long lost was placed in oui- hands, for such public use

as we nnght deem in'o[ier, hy Mrs. llcnry E. Pieri-e-

pont of Brooklyn. It appeai-s to have j.asscd, on the

death of Dr. Bruce',' into the ])ossession i,f the late

Peter A. Jay, Esq., the father of Mrs. Pierrepont.

' Dr. ArcliilmUl Bruce was a lineal descendant of KicUolas Bayard,

the intimate friend of Selyns, and one of the witnesses to his will.

Tlie manuscript, undoulitcdly, was an heir-loom in the Bayard

family. Dr. IJrure conductrd the Amciican Mi,„ r„l„;/;,;,/ Jniniuil,

the tirst and only volume of whicli was ]iulilislicd in 1814, and was

the precursor of ^>iUiiii,in's .hninud. He died in 1818.
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rpoii pcnisiiii;- tlu' iiKiiiiisci'ipt it was tVniinl to con-

sist nf alx.ut two ImiMliv,! iiiorrs ,,f vcTsu l.y D.niiiiic

Selyns, ronqMiscd, for the most [lart, in l)iit,-li, Init

iiiaiiy of tliciii in Latin and one in Givck, and varyini;-

in Ifn-tli from a siiiu-l.. coiii.k't to om- liundnMl lines. u-

eadi. TIh'V .-onsist. iiideo.l, livncrally. of vpitai.lis.

and nuptial, l,irtli-day an.l otluT .-on-ratnlatoiy odes,

of a personal .-liara.-t.T, and were evidently intended,

either, aeeordinii' to the praetiee then in ii'reat voiiue,

for tlie allainis uf friends, or fir tlieir iiri\ate eye.

Tlu> -Teatest numher of tliem relate to indivi<luals in

Holland, whose memories have tlius indeed heeii ].er-

petnated hy private tViendsliip. hut wli.oe lives and

eharaeters liave no <'laini upon our consideration, t^uch

of them as relate to persons in New Netherland. and

eharaeter just dc.ei-ihcd. as have heen dcenie<l proper,

have heen sele<-ted f,r this puhlieation: tlie former

f.r their loeal and pergonal remiuiseences. the latter

to sli.)W the peculiaritit's of his style. iSome have

heen seleeted as spe.-imens cf hi> latinity. A few

others, ,f his i.ocms hav heen added from s,-atteivd

We are in.lchtcd to Di'. De Witt, of the Collegiate

Duteh C'lmreh of Xcw York. f,u- the use ,,f the

.U'i-inal letters nf l>o. Selyns to the .-lassis of Amstei'-

(him, in prrparin- tie. hrief >ket.-h which we have

heen enahle.l t.iotfer of the lif.' .,fth.> author. These
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letters were transt'ei'i-ed In- tliat l)od_v a tew years since

to the Dutch Cliurcli at Xew York. Some facts in

rektion to his tamily were derived from a manuscript

in his own liand-writinii', sulimitted to our examina-

tion while at Amsterdam, hy Uev. J. J. Van Voorst

of that city. Dr. O'Callaghau has kindly given us

the henetit of liis researches made specially for the

purpose in the colonial records of the state. But

materials are still wanting for a satisfactoiy biogra[ihy.

Nothing has been found to illustrate his attainments

in physical science to which lie was disposed, though

it is quite probable something for this purjmse may

exist among the papers of Cotton Mather, with whom

he was in correspondence on that sid)ject.

While 3-et engaged with the menuiir and poems of

Selyns, we were furnished by the lion. Tunis G.

Bergen, of J^ew Utrecht, with some verses, also in

Dutch, of another inhabitant of Xew Xetherland, who

may dispute with both Steeiidam and Selyns their

claim, at least in point of time, to the laureate wreath

of our colony. These \ei'ses were written by

Xicasius de Sille, tirst Councilkir of State under

Grovernor Stuyvesant. Only three of liis pieces, how-

ever, have come to light, and they are to be found in

the town recoi'ds of Xi'W Utrecht.

Steendam, Selyns and De Sille thus constitute the

group which we have designated as the Poets of Xew

Xetherland. Others may hereafter ]>e discovered who

may be entitled to be ranked in the same class, but

3
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llu'so tliivc ;nv all wlio are now kiio-\vn to iis. Wo
Lave ]>vvn vu-a],]v,\ t.. a.ld some i.artionlars to our fov-

incr notice of Steendani. tliron--li tlie kindness of

oiu- learned and lii<;-ldy esteemed eorresjiondents.

Messrs. J. T. Bodel Xyenlmis of Leyden, and M. F.

A. G. Canijiliell, <.f the Ilao-ne. >rost of tliem are

derived from an article in the y,n;,rsrhcr for iSiU.

l)v Major 1*. A. Lemoe. late of the Piit.'h East India

The plan of this pnhlieation did not admit of

ini|uiry as to those poets of our state wlio wrote in

Dntvh.lnit who did not live (hiring- the era of Xew

Xetherland; yet it may not he amiss to state that onr

later annals present ns with the name of at least one

who, horn on the soil, made the lan-na-e of his

Bata\ian ancestois the medinm of liis inspirations.

In iSOli, a pamphlet was printed at Alhaiiy e.mtaininu-

two jioetieal pieces 1 ly Gerrit \'an Saiiti-. of tliat city.

They were the etfusi,,ns nf piety, <itfended hy the

course of the consistoiy of the church in re^-ard to

the employment of ministei-s who preached in tlie

Kii,e-li,-.h laiie-na.-e instead of the Dnt.'h, which still

maintaineil its Imld upon the memhei-s. One of these

pic.-cs was entitled. -Ken nicw liedt van de onre^'ht

veerdi-heydt aen dc Duytse Gemeente -edaan: om

ii-elt tc hetfe omiut te \-ei-h(,uwe en de Duytse een

leeraarte ..uthou.le scho,,n zy dv Duytse heloovde, as

sy dc tweede Ku-else leeraar toestoinh', een Duytse
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iiijustiet' doiK' to tlii' Dutcli (•(.)iii;-roii-atioii, in raisiiio-

laouey uselesslv to rL'l)uil(l, and on \vitliliolclin;j,- from

the Dutcli a minister, altlionii'li tliev iiromised the

Dutch, when tliev agreed to a second Enirlish min-

ister, they woidd call a Dutch minister." Tiie other

is on the same tojiic. "Een klaai; licdt over de

OLigevoeligheydt van (h' kert'l<raa(k' die de Diiytse

haar Godtsdienst ontneemen tegen liaar heiot't \an,"

or, "A comiihiint against the insensihility of tlie

consistory wliich has deiirive<l the Dntcli of tiieir

worshij) contrary to pronuse." Mr. \'an Hante's

Dutch and his verses are neither of them perfect

models of imitation. He wrote the language as it

had been derived from the colonists, not polished

by much study. The concluding stanza of his com-

plaint, adilressing the consistory and invoking the

light of God to remove their mental blindness, and

make them love their neighbors, will suffice as a

specimen of his muse.

" ( ) ! Kcrckraa<lt !

Diit Godts lyne wt-t ook was een li.nt

Gy sou dan uw oureght ook sien <j^
Hongerde gy na Godts gcregliglie3'dt -^

Gy scud 'geen Godts dienst gaan yerslind' en

Als de Heer uw blindt verstandt vcrlight

As Saul Jesus dan krygen in 't gesight

Sal gy Godt en uii naaste beminne." ?'

"

Mr. Van Sante w-as over seventy years of age at

the time he wrote these poems. He died July 16,

1806, in the seventy-sixth year of his age, at Albany,

where he was born and always lived, leaving one
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daiiirhter. tlio wifu of .lames lileocker. to whose

ehildreu he .levisecl a lar-e lainhnl estate, lie also

left a eharaeter f.n- good dee<U and unostentatious aets

of hene\dleuee, more [ireeions than his reiiutatiou as

an author, though he was lono- afterwards not unfavor-

the Duteh Toet.

Mar,-h 1. isil.-,.



MEMOIR AND POEM

JACOB STEENDAM.





JACOB STEENDAM

Steendam was linru in Hilti. Tlie place <>f his Lirtli

is 1100611:3111: tluniy'li sdiiic ]iassa<;x's in liis writiny-s

lead to the iiifereiice that it was the city of Enkliiiizcii

in North Ilollanrl. His ]iai'entaii'e is also unknown.

He removed at an early atic to Amsterdam, where he

continued to reside m hiic he remained in Fatherland.

The greater part of his manhood was, however, spent

abroad, exhibiting- in his careci- that adventurous spirit

which was tlie great charact^'ristic of his counti'ymeii

in the age when he livi'd. He wrote verses as a

pastime. They were generally of a lyrical character,

either amatory or jisahnodic, and were accompanied

with the name of the air to which they were to be

sung. They wei-e fugiti\e jiieces thrown otf ap]iarently

at intei-vals when the more serious occupations of life

gave him leisure moments for such employment, con-

sisting for tlie most pai-t of nu])tial songs and con-

gratulatory odes addressed to distinguished personages

or jiarticulai- friends. They wcw ]irintt'd from time to

time in liroadsides or slijis, sometimes anonymously,

at others with his name or motto, or both of them.

subscribed. He adojited the whimsical device of
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voeh raster, a iilay ui"in liis own iinme; Steemlani

]wm\\\\'j: st,,ii, ihnii, and m^Aw^^U-v .^ttU Jirmcr. Not-

witlistaiitlin.i;- tliis assunijitiun lu' ajuirars to liave Loon

a nuui (if voi-y inisottlod imi-pusos of lifo. llo was for

tiftoon yoars in tlio srrviro i<^ tlio Wost India (."cmi-

jiany', and in KUl, wliilo in its omplov, wont to tlio

ooast (if Gninoa. was at tljo taking;- of Fort Axoni tVom

tlio I'ortnii-noso in Folirnary df tlio f(ill(.;wini;- yoar, and

romainod tlioiv nntil lt;.4;i. Upon his roturn lio rd-

ioctod Lis p(.(.'nis tou'othor and pnlilisliod tlioni at

Anistordani in a small (jnarto Vdlnnio, in tliroo jiai'ts,

nndor tlio titio of JJu^ Bis!, h-;,./.-. tlio Tliistlo-tinoli or

(J(.ld-finoli. Tho tii-st and src(jnd jiarts aii]ioaio(l in

l(i4'.i: tlio third in IG.")!!. Tho first jiart oonsists of lovo

uniphal odi's: and tho last of spiritnal m.hos. In the

profaco to tho third ]iart ho conqjlains that ajioition

and rocitod, as tho production of anolhor poison, on

tho hoards of tho Anistordani thoatro on Now Yoars

day IfUii. and aftorwards printod anion-- tho throe

jirizo poonis of that occasion, althondi he had ].nh-

lishcd it nndor his own name tivo yoars hcforo : hut as

tho thief had acknowlodii-ed the larceny in the ].rosonoe

of his wife, ho says he will not oxjioso his name. It

"• (> Stkendam ! (lie- door zoo voel zecn,

Ecu i(i-.\ vail viifticn ronde jaeren

U iicn dc .Miiiilscliiipplj verbiut," enz.

Pn;TEl! Vf;i{HOEK, P"( ;(/'. 11. 150.
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was prolialily this oircuinstaiice tliat induced liiiu to

publish tlie Distelviid<:. It was a petit larceny of the

smallest kind. It is curious, however, as an illusti-a-

tion of the early custom of l^ew Yeai's addresses and

the scriptiiral spirit which the stage then admitted.

The piece so wi-itteu by Steendam is entitled, "A
New Year's CTift dedicated to all orthodox professors

of the true Christian Reformed lleligion." The

felony consisted in apjiropriating the conclu<ling

verse, as fallows

:

Ilct nuwo-jaar dat ons leerd mijden

Ikt oudc quaad, en't hart besnijden

:

De slung (door 't vel) veraudored haar

:

Doet soo: neemt aan den Nuweu-mensclie,

Hiertoe ik yder Lid-maat n'cnscbe

Een eeuwig, salig Nuwe-jaer.

The new year teaches our despising

Old sin: our hearts a circumcising:

Her skin the snake then changes e'er:

So do you too: put on the New-man,

And now I wish each Christian true man
A new and lasting, happy year.

Many of the pieces in the Distelvink imlicate the

years in whicli tliey were written, though tlie greater

portion of them have no date. The earliest year

affixed to any of them is 1G3G. Of the character of

Steendam's poetry some judgment may l)e formed

from a perusal of the jiieces hereafter reproduced,

which constitute, witli tlie Distelviuk, all that we have

been able to discover extant of his i)roductions, except

a few scattering verses underneath iiortraits and lau-

dations prctixed to }iul)lications of some of his friends.
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His lunchincrv is usually taken fnnii the scvipturi's or

the classical iiiytlioliioy. lie iniliilu'cs in ((naiiit con-

ceits and rliynies: ami evinces oftentimes a stron^Li:

reli-ious feelin- He Lelon,-s to tlic s.-lio,,l of wliich

bis conteinporarv. Father Cats, is the great exeini.lar.

He ^vent to Xew Xetlierlan.l soon after tlie pnl.lica-

tnni of the Distelvink. and after the termination of

his enipl.ivment hy the AVest India Comiiany, appa-

rently witli a view to a jierniancnt settlement in tlu'

.olony. In V\r,-2 he pnr.-hased a farm at Amersf H.rt

(Flatlands),and in the following year, a house and lot

on ]\'arl street, and another on Broadway in Xew

Amsterdam, and also a farm at :Mespath. His name

occurs in the c^intrihution lists f )r the I'xpenses of the

works nf defence of Xew Amsterdam against tlie

Indians in Ki.Vi and Ki.V),' as a trader: and in the lat-

tei' year he was nondnated, Init not appointed, as an

orjihan master. In Ki.JS he ai.plied to the Director

and Council f,r process against a pcrsnn wlio had

overcharged 1dm f.r comndssions ,mg,.ods sold f,,r

him. In IGtld In- ]ircsented a iietltion. with others, to

the same authoi'ities f.r permission to trade to the

West Coast of Africa for the j.urpose of impoiting

slaves and other articles into the colony. In August

(.f the .aiu.' year he addressed a letter to tlie director

and ('(umcil wishing to know to wIkhii he must ajijily

f,.r I'.HI ski>].els ,.f huckwheat, heing the consideration

for the land at Amersf .ort hoUi;-ht ,,f him and reserved

I Valentine's Xnr Ynil.\ pp. ;!!;! und :!i;
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by the comimiiy for tlie benefit of that town, as he

was theu on tlie e\-e of departure for fatherland.

These recorded t:u-ts sliow botli a fixed and continued

residence by him iniS'ewXetlierland during the perif)d

embraced by theni, and that he was actually there in

1659, when his first poem on Jl^Tew Nctherland was

published.

He arrived in the colony at tlie time of great excite-

ment concerning its boundaries, between the Dutch

and English; an excitement which inci-eascd during

his residence there in consequence of the continual

encroachments upon the territory of the West India

Company by the people of New England; the colony

being in a weak state of <lefence. and much uneasiness

on that account being felt on the part of the inhabit-

ants. More men were wanted; and Stuyvesant, the

governor, made constant appeals to the company for

aid. But the truth was, the affairs of the company

at home were in a Tiad way, and shortly after the sur-

render, which soon f ijlowcd, of New Netherland to

the English, they went into liquidation. Besides

New Netherland was not a profitable colony for the

company; and wlien, sulisequcntly, New York was

retaken by a Dutch admiral, the news was received

by the reconstructed com[)any with perfect indiffer-

ence.' There seemed therefore neither to l)e the

' The records of the companj- for that period sho^- that the intelli-

gence of the recapture of New Amsterdam was received by the

directors without even reference to a committee or any furthei

notice whatever than a minute of the fact.
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means nor the disjiosition to ivlieve the colonists. On

tlie otlier hand tlie Dntrli .i;-,,v,.ninient liad no diar-e

over the colony, as it was merely a comnu'rclal post of

the comi.any, which had heen erected while the inde-

pendence of the Dutch provinces was yet unacknow-

annoyance to his commerce, llavini;- accomplished

the purposes of the state policy in which it oriii-inated,

its further career did not interest the trMVernment in

any special degree; and least of all could the colonies

demand its assistance. The j.eople who had settled in

New Xetherland were thus thrown upon their <iwn

resimrces and expedients in a u'l'cat measure. They

fortitied Xew Amsterdam hy levies or coutrihutions of

their own. Descrijitious, showiuLi,- the advanta^'es of

the country for settlement, were wi'ittt'n and st'ut to

Steendam, too, invoked his muse in the cause, and in

IColt sent over his first effort in its hehalf in a short

poem which he called 7'Ac rn,„i>hni,l„f Xnr An>sirr-

d.na In Inr Jf,fl,<r: in which Xew Amsterdam, per-

sonified as the dauo-hter of the old city of Amster-

dam, rciiresents that she was horn in time of war, hut

had iH'cn deserted hy her m..ther and left to the kind-

ness of her sponsors; that she had, notwithstandinii-

the maternal neu'lcct, i;-rown up a handsome person,

with a rich propci'ty, the envy of her nei<;-ld>ors, whose

swine were turned in uiion it. ^he asks fur lahorers

to till her lands. Under this u-uise the circumstances
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of the erection of the "West India Company (the spon-

sors) and the encroachments of the EngUsh (the swine)

are described. This poem is the first attempt, of

which we have any knowlcdii'o, in verse in the colony;

and both for its priority in that resjicct and as an his-

torical piece exhibiting the feelings and tenqier of tlie

colonists at an alarming time, it claims a greater

degree of attention than its poetical merits simply

would entitle it to demand. Ilcnce, measured liy the

standard and aecordetl the pi-ivileges which have been

adjudged Sandys, the first poet of Virginia, and Mor-

rell the first poet of New England, Steendam is here-

after to rank as the first poet of ISTew York. The

Complaint of New Amsterdam was fnllowed, in 1(361,

by another poem from his muse in the form of a

panegyric upon New Nethcrland, jiortraying its excel-

lencies and advantages for settlement in no sparing

colors. It was entitled Tlic Priii.-<c nf New Ketlwland,

and was published in that year in a small quarto

form. It is an elabdrate description of the natural

productions of the land, and hears strong internal evi-

dence, both in its language and ideas, of Steendam's

personal residence in the country; hut it is not certain

that it was either written in the colony or published

while he was there. In fact such evidence as we

possess points to the contrary. The declining condi-

tion of the West India Comiiany had compelled its

directors several years hefoi'c this peiiod to dispose of

a portion of their territory on tlie South Eiver, or



30 ME-MOIK OF STEENDAM.

Dclawaiv, to tlir city of Aiiistcnlaui, wliicli hail

uinkTtakcMi to .,.|,.iiizc it, l.nt as yet witli little sueress.

In H\r,-2 a renewed eti'nrt tnr that |Mirii"se was made by

tlie l.ur.iiMiuasters of the city. A cMniiinnnity ..f j.er-

soiis known as Mennonites was ..r-ani/AMl for the pur-

IKise of settlement on tlie Delaware. The k'ader of

this enterprise was Peter C'ormdisen Ph.ekhoy of

Zierikzee in Zeelarnl. who pnhlished in the hist men-

tion*Ml year a iiamphlet with the title: "Sliort and

clear plan, servini;- as a mutnal contract to liuiiteii the

hihor. anxiety and trouMc of all kinds uf liandicrafts-

men hy the estahlishm.'iif ol' a community orc<,l.,ny

.m thr Sontli Kiver in Xc'w Xetlierland, comprising

a-ricnltnralists, seafarin- |,crsons, all kinds ,,f neces-

sary trades-pcople and masters ,,f o-,H,d arts and sci-

en.'cs, under the jirotcction of Their Ili-'h Mi-iiti-

nesses, the Lords States ( ieneral of the Tnited Xether-

lands, an.l parti. -uiarly nn.h'r the favondde auspic-es

of tlie llonorahle Ma-'istratcs of the city of Amster-

dam, etc.-' This hi-h-s,>nndin- puhlicath.n was

intended to invite associates to cnu-au'e iu the scheme,

'AwY n, Id.i.r ,mtii;rp,W Aiiisl. KICO, siiiiill 4ln. IC, inisivs. This

collectioQ consists of 1. thn an) ri'iiiciil lu'lwirii Plocklidv and tlic

city of Amsterdam, and ni:iy lie riiiiiid in N. Y. Colnnial Doeinncnts

collected by Mr. Broadliead an.l Iranslal.d by Dr. ( )'Calla,i;lum, II, p.

176. 3. A sonnet by Kan- 1 mt Lmivc npon the maxim, £<'ftrf/-((<7/(<

«i,rtrt*^ »wr//, Union makes ^u-.iil;|Ii, ;!, The plan of association. 4.

Spurring-verses by Jacob Sic. iidani ; and >. A notice that those who
intend to join the assoeialLm iilii^i \n- r.a.ly tn .'ndiark by the middle

of September, &c., &c. Tlii- ii.iliiicaii.m nf ]>l.>ekhoy preceded by a

few months that of the /I'vY ]', r/iml niu .\i\iurXe(krl(nit.i,\y]uch,
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IkkI lieen so Ion-- --atlKTinii- ovcrth.' livads of the colo-

nists was MOW ready to Imi-st, ami in the following

year the Eii--lisli look i.ossrssioii of tlio colony in tlie

name of the J hike of York. Then Steendani --ave up

the country which he had sou-'ht to save from its

inipcndinL;- tiite: and true to that law of his nature

which led him ever to seek his fortune heyon.l the

sea.-, he emhai-ked from Amsterdam in lG(;r, f ,r the

East Indies.' Few traces of him occur after this

period, liut such as are found show that he \\'as at

Batavia. There is a tine jiortrait of Cornelius Speel-

nian, en-raved hy A. Blootelin-- and dated Batavia. 10

Decend.er KiTO, with a stanza of six lines si^-ned

Jai'oh Steendani, imrh Cd.^/cr. A nianuscriiit nienio-

randiim on the jiortrait of Steendani, in possession of

Mr. Miiner, states that in Itul he was /v,rA/- or superin-

tendent of the Ori>han IL)Use at Batavia. This is the

last nienti<in of liini which we have seen: and -wt,' are

therefore as much at a loss to know where he ended

Ids days as where he hegan them. AVe may perhaps

reasonahiy infer that he died in the East. There may

lie memorials of him in existence at Batavia; and we

may hereafter learn the particuhirs of his life suhse-

(pient to his arrival there, and of his death. He may

have des,-endants liviiiu- there, f .r he was married, as

wc have already seen in his statement that the confes-

siuu of the thief who st<ile his poetry was made in

' V;ni (tcr A;i's supplnncnl to P, (J, Witscii Guysbeck's I)ictum„ri

of Jhilrh l'o,ts, UI.-M-2.
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presence of his wife. Her name was Sara de Ross-

chou;' and lie has addressed to her, in the Distelviuk,

an ode which he devotes to her religious character

alone. There are, doubtless, too, more facts in regard

to him yet to be found in Holland; and we have rea-

son to belii've he |iublislied other poems than tliose

we have mentioned ; his spirit was too active to leave

either mind or body long at rest. -

'In the records of the Dutch Church of New Amsterdam, of mem-
bers of that church, the eutry as to Steendam and his wife reads

;

" Jacob Steendam aud Sarali Abrahams his wife," and in the margin
" left for the East Indies."

^ We have to some extent realized from the sources stated in the

introduction, since this was written, the expectations here expressed in

regard to information from Batavia. It appears from Major Lempe's

investigations that Steendam was a man of fervid piety, and was
accepted by the Amsterdam Chamber of the East India Company as

visitor and consoler of the sick, for the clussis of AmstiTdam, in

Batavia. This service was an inferior minisinial oiti. , in the Dutch
Reformed church for the purposes which tin- ii.cinr ilriinics, aud uot

entitling the incumbent to preach. He sailed iVuiu llnllimd on this

mission in the ship Rising Sun on the 9th of Apiil. lOili;, :ind reached

Batavia, in the island of Java on the 18th of ( )cti il icr, d illi )\\iug. Upon
his own request he was sent in the following year by the consistory

of BataWa to Bengal ; and, in expectation of his return thence, which

took place in January 1668, he was in his absence chosen governor of

the Orphans House at Batavia. His wife was at the same time

installed governess of the establishment, and subsequently, upon his

death, took the sole charge of it. When exactly he died does not yet

appear, but it seems her death occurred in 1673, as in Septemlicr of

that year their daughter, Vredegund Steendam, and her betrothed

husband, Cornelius Wadde of Ooltgensplaat, near Brielle iu South

Holland, schoolmaster of the Orphans House, were designated by

the authorities of Batavia to succeed her mother, who was in charge

of the institution as survivor of her husband, and was then just

deceased.

Mr. Campbell, the accomplished assistant librarian of the Royal

Library at the Hague, gives us the title of another work of Steen-

dam, iirinted at Batavia in 1671, in S vo., viz. Zeede-Zaxgen voou
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Stec'iidaui cnjcycd the .stociii <.f distinguislied coii-

touiiKU-arirs. I'vWv W'vhnvk aadivssc.,] two ]M,eins to

liim (.11 liis .k'partmr fur Batavia, oviiK-iiii;- iLiiicli iW\-

iu- aii.l cxi>rfssud witli vlv&urr. Tlio few 1uk>^ nf

Joliaii XicMiliutf, luidonioatli liis iHirtniit, are terse and

neat, and testifv tu tlie reli-'ioiis eliaraeter of liis

jioeins. As we have tliei'e n-iveu a translation, we may

here present a eopy .if them in their original dress.

Th.^y are as follows:

HiiT Ziut nij .l'(_)nniuliek, lict A:inscliijii, un hot weezen,

Van Steendam ; door clc hand van Kooman afgebeeld.

De Gaaven van Zyn Geest, in Maatzang uitgeleezen,

Verstiecken Godts Gemeent. een Harp, die d' Ooren streeld,

Met Davidts Humel-taal. Wit- kaii zijn kunst vol-looven V

Dos Heert'ii Lotgezaut;-, gaat alle Loli' tu booveu.

.JOHAN NlEUHOFF."

Xienhotf is well known as the author of two works

eontained in the eolleetion of Montanus. one relating

to IJrazil, and the .dlier to the eiiihassy of the Dnteh

East India Company to the Great rliam of Tartary in

lOr).')-!. It was prohahly at IJatavia that he became

aequaintt'd witli our poet. Both these testimonials go

perhaps moi-e to Steemhim's personal worth than to

his excellence as a poet. As such we may accept

them in hehalf of a hmd fir away from his natal home,

and prohahle final resting i.lace, hut wliere lie was

tii-st to strike the lyre whicli has sine.' been touched hy

many nioi-e hrilliant and more f u'tunate hands.

i)K P.ATAViscai-: .loNkiiKVT, .U^r.,/ .^.«g« /;-/ t/„ i;.,l„ri.,i, Y.,iith.

Snni.' liiirs by him an- iiImi b. br rniiii.l iiivhxcd bi NiriihofTs Z., ni

1,11,1 I!, is, ,l,„r ()„s(-Ii„i;,. Au-usl li;si. rctumiiig as it wvri- \\w

c.miiiliiiiciil by Uial aiilh.u' on llic iMUlrail <if ISurndain, Thfv bear

dal.-al l!utavi:L,24 Oct. n;;(l.
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K L A G T

NIEUW-AMSTERDAM

'k Ben een Xn-nHt van de Goden

Die an d' Amstd liaar gehoden

Stellen, tot een vaste baak:

Tot een Imel, en tot een wraak.

'k Ben nit Amstcrdum gcborcn:

'k Uel> luuu- luMsten vroeg verkiren;

Want men liec^tt my strak gespeend:

t Gcen ik dikwils hel. l,e\Yeend.

"k Hell reel ..ngenuik gek-den,

'k Hell van jcmgs-up-an gestreden :

Want d.ien ik Xw wcreld kwaiu,

"k Onheil zijn l.cgindsel nam.

Dnnkt n dit t'en scldsaam wonder?

Miji. gdi.HM-tr in 't i.ysunder:

Met (liens tcieval, daar omtrent,

>raakt n .lesr saak l.ekend.

Wilt gy na mijn afkomst vragen?

k lien een langrn tijdt gedragen.

In df lendeiien van Jfnrs:

't Selieen, miin Moeder wierd mv war^



THE COMPLAINT

NEW AMSTERDAM

I'm a grandchild of the Gods

Wlio on til' Amstel have abodes;

Whence their orders forth are sent

Swift for aid and punishment.

I, of Amsterdam, was born,

Early of her breasts forlorn

;

From her care so quickly weaned

Oft have I my fate bemoaned.

From my youth up left alone,

Naught save hardship have I known

;

Dangers have beset my way

From the first I saw the day.

Think you that a cause for marvel ?

This will then the thread imravel,

And the circumstances trace,

"VVTiich upon my birth took place.

Would you ask for my descent ?

Long the time was it I spent

In the loins of warlike Mars.

'T seems my mother, seized with fears,
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Tot eeii misval, van veix-lirikkeii

:

Doch ik sal iiit't liclit verklikkcii.

Hoe de saak is too-gegaaii.

Siet: ik liel) wel eer verstaan,

Dat odk B<irrhiis ("t zijii geeii dromen)

Soo is vdor den dai,di gekomeii

V\X de T>ye van Jupiter.

Maar niijn reden gaan te verr'.

'k ^laeli niijn eyo-on saak verhalen,

Oni niet van den weo'li te dwalen:

S.-lioon <H.k /,',/r,/,//.v my (als vriend)

In niijn saken. vaardiii' dieiid.

't Vroed-icijf dat my lieett ontfangen,

Was Bellone: die een langen

Ti,j(k geseten lieeft, met smart:

Want den arbeid viel te liart.

Mijn gelnMirte \vas met tranen:

Midts mijn Bnuren, d" Indianen

My vervolg.len. na.-Jit en dadi:

Wijl ik nan mijn 31,., Ju- saeli.

Doeli mijn V,<,,,/,/,)i. en mijn Ptiers,

Die ^•els(•llatten my wat Iieters:

Want sy vocditen voor niijn lijf,

En liestelden my een Wijf,

Tot een Voedster, die liaar borsten

Xiet verschoonde, als my dorsten:

Dit was Cirs: die my lieeft

Oji-geiiueeekt, van 't geen sy geeft.

"k Wil haar (boven alien) prijsen:
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Promaturely brought me forth.

But I now am ^•ery loth

To inform how this betel;

Though 'twas thus, I know full well.

Baeehus, too,— it is no dream,

—

First beheld the dayliglifs beam

From the thigh of Jupiter.

But my reasons go too far.

My own matter must I say.

And not loiter by the way,

E'en though Baeehus oft has proven

Friend to me in my misfortune.

Now the mid-wife who received me,

Was Bellona; in suspense, she

Long did sit in trembling fear.

For the travail was severe.

From the moment I was born,

Indian neighljors made me mourn.

They pursued me night and day.

While my mother kept away.

But my sponsors did supply

Better my necessity;

They sustained my feeble life;

They procured a bounteous wife

As my nurse, who did not spare

To my lips her paps to bare.

This was Ceres; freely slie

Rendered what has nurtured me.

Her most dearly will I prize;
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Want s_v deed' niijii liouriR'n vijseii,

Dat ik w'u's van tij.l, tot tijd,

UhUlvu ill Hiiiii last, vu strijd.

Ducli ik wil Idi-T (lit Lyvoegen,

"k Heb my dikwils lati-n noegen

Met Sappaai:, vn Harto-vleysch

:

Schraal. vn iiamvlijks iiu don eyscli.

Als ik dns Wgoii to Avassen,

SelK't-'U ik iR'i-geus op tc passeii:

Sict, liiijii liorstfii \\iordoii net.

En mijn lieiipe vast gesut.

Self A'( /)/(/;//// wieni my gonstig

:

Ja Mrriin gaii, en kuiistig,

Kleeden my, met Cioud, en Sy:

Dies seheen elk liet vryen vry.

Maai- men juxigde my te seliaken.

Um bet lilciseu van mijn kaken:

()m de selidonlR'yd van mijn jeugd:

Als een V(Mn-\vc.,|i, an de vrengd.

Om de vfuehteu van mijn ISogert.

Seeker, 't is een drngc-dnigcrt.

Die een Vrijster (soo bogonlt)

Xiet te meerder anstoot doet.

Want ik Sim wel durven rocmen,

Dat men niemand weet te m)emeu,

Die ecai beter [.laats besit :

Als die ik lieb tut ndin wit.
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She lias made my horns to rise;

Trained my growth through tender years,

'Midst my burdens and my cares.

True, both simple 'twas and scant,

What I had to feed my want.

Oft 't was nought except Supawn ^

And the flesh of buck or fawn.

AVhcn I tlms began to grow,

I^'o more care did they bestow.

Yet my breasts are full and neat,

And my liips are firmly set.

NeiDtune shows me his good will;

Mere'ry, quick, exerts his skill

Me t'adorn with silk and gold;

Whence I'm sought by suitors bold.

Stricken by my cheek's fresh bloom.

By my beauteous youthful form,

They attempt to seize the treasure

To enjoy their wanton pleasure.

They, my orchards too, would plunder.

Truly 'tis a special wonder.

That a maid, with such a portion.

Does not sutfer more misfortune :

For, T venture to proclaim,

'So one can a maiden name,

"Who with richer land is blessed

Thau th' estate by me possessed.

1 A pure Indian word, adopted by the colonists and still in use,

meanina; mush or boiled meal of maize.
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Siet, nii.ju tiiyn leyd an twee stromeu,

Die van 't Oost, eu 't Xoorden komeu,

En baar stDi-teii in de Zee:

Viscli-rijk lioveu alien mee.

Melk. en Botei', Ooft, en FruA-ten.

Dat men nau 't i^etal kan iivten:

Tm-u-vruelit, wat men wensebcn maeli:

Grauen 't lieste ilat men .saeh.

Alles wat nien kan bedenkeu,

Xomt den Rijken-ii-ever selienken,

(Xeiieus eeu gesonde luelit)

An miju joukheydt seer lieduelit:

Uni de Swijen, die met voeten

Mijn u'ewas vertreen, en wrcieten

Al mijn rijke Akkers <im:

SelKHin ik liDU my stil, als stom :

Met een li.H.pe, op mijn Mueder:

Die my, kan een tronwe hoeder

Strekken, in dit (mu'eval

:

't Is mijn wenscli, en "t isset al.

So ik maai- macli Douw-lien krijgen,

'k Sal niet vimr de Gmten swijgeu :

"Want mi/)n werk-volk is te min,

'k Sal niijn Mneders keuken vidlcn,

Met mijn leiiren, met mijn jirnllen :

Met mijn Bont, Toebak, en Graau :

Dat sy Prnyssfn sal versmaan.

Jacob Steendam,

Nodi vasia:
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See ! Uvo streams my garden bind,

From the East au<l North they wind,—

Rivers pouring in the sea,

Rieli in fish, hoyoud degree.

Milk and butter; fruits to eat

Xo one ean enumerate;

Ev"ry vegetable known;

Grain the best that e'er was grown.

All the blessings man e'er knew,

Here does our Great Giver strew,

(And a climate ne'er more pure)

But for me,— yet immature,

Fraught with danger ; for the Swine

Trample down these crops of mine

;

Up-root, too, my choicest land:

Still and dumb, the while, I stand.

In the hope, my mother's arm

Will protect me from the harm.

She can succour my distress.

Now my wish, my sole request,

—

Is for men to till my land :

So I'll not in silence stand.

I have lab'rors almost none;

Let my household large become;

I'll my mother's kitchen furnish

With my knicknacks, with my surplus;

With tobacco, furs and grain ;

So that Prussia she'll disdain.

Jacob Steendam,
6* Mch raster.



'TLOF

NUW-NEDERLAND.
DAARIN, KORT, EN riRClNDK! WORD ANdKWESKN Il'UYTMUN-

TKNDE IIIlEllANIIillKDEX, PIE HET HEEFT IN HE SUY-

VEKIlEyT I)E8 IA:CIIT.S VRUCIITKAARIIEYT DES

AARIiRI.IK.S, YOllRT-TELlNd DES VEES, OVER-

VI/IEI) DES WILDS, EN YISSCIIEN : MET

DK \VELGELEOENIIEYT TOT SCIIIP-

VAARD, EN Kl.lliplIANDEI,.



THE PRAISE

NEWNETHERLAND.
WHEREIN ARE BRIEFLY AND TRULY SHOWN THE EXCELLEN'J

QUALITIES WHICH IT POSSESSES IN THE PURITY OP

THE AIR, FERTILITY OF THE SOIL, PRODUCTION OF

THE CATTLE, ABUNDANCE OF GAME AND FISH:

WITH ITS ADVANTAGES FOR NAVIGATION

AND COMMERCE.



'T

LOF VAN nuav-nedehland.

DE ACIITBARE IIEERE CUKXELIS VAN KUYVEN:

KAMI EN CKIIEY.MSCIIRYVER VAN DK K. WEST-

IMilsrllE MAAT-SCIIAP: AI.DAAK,

(itlruiurr, n, ,sv,r „j,-r,r!,t,, lw;-,s/„ /„/,,•

ran X,nc-A\<h'r/,n„l.

Eeii iindei-, sc'lu'i'iit ziju .-leliaft, fii gau veiiiuft

e)]) (rvdi'lheyt vail Inf. en roeiii eu siift

111 't Duulhuf (kT (ie.lachtc'ii: die (vorl.luft)

In 't diiystcT doleii.

0\> 't vourworp van 't gocn smaad, lA' iiict l.icliourd

Daar eygeu eoi- (in ydor kmistig \V(Minl)

Beliartigd word; en vluggi' sinncn siimord

In donk'ir Imk-n.

V<M,i- my, Ik kies eon andur In.ger-kaiit.

Mijn ,Kn,;/.]Irlii;ii vorlieft Xinv-Nederland

:

J)aar 't .[,/->/, Av-A^. Ik liaar Volk-ren lieeft gc]ilant,

GiMUK'okt tot liodoii.

Xmr-X.hrl'nnLtxy edelste ( iowest

Daar (r(.)iiiKTlifcr ("1' 't iR'cilijkst) lieeft gevest

J)e A'ullicyt van zijn gaveii : alder-liest:

In alio Ledon.



THE

PRAISE OF NEW NETHEHLAND.

THE HONORABLE CORNELIS VAN HUYVEN

:

COUNSELLOR AND SECRETARY OF THE HON. AVEST

INDIA COMPANY THERE,

Faithful and veri/ upright Fronwtci-

of New Xethcrkmd.

With sharpened peu and wit, one tunes his h^ys,

To sing the vanity of fame and praise

:

His moping thoughts, hewiklered in a maze,

In darkness wander.

What brings disgrace, what constitutes a wrong,

These form the burden of the tuneful song:

And honor saved, his senses then among

The dark holes ponder.

For me, it is a nobler theme I sing.

New Netherland springs forth my heroine

;

Where Amstel's folk did erst their people bring,

And still they flourish.

New ISTetherlaud, thou noldest spot of earth,

Where bounteous Heaven ever pouveth forth

The fulness of His gifts, of greatest worth.

Mankind to nourish.



48 POE.MS OF STEENliAiM.

Wii', (Iniituii -..list, nl' omvil) u Ix'soft

Ell kuinli--, u\v liueMhiniglicilni treft

l^al 1/illykeii, <lie n vci-licffin- licit

Tdt aaii (le wolkeii.

So hy, <le vi(,T IlontU-stottcii in u poyld:

En op iR-t loot van kc'imis, die lioscykl

En krust: en in sijn oordccl nict vn feykl

A'uor vi'ije volkeii.

Uw L"rh/. vu dun, I'll lielder, sijn. en klaar,

Doordrinyeiide: -einatigd noclitand (Uiar

Den Westell, en ]S'oord-westen wind: die liaar

Van daniiieii k^edigd.

Van damp, en mist, en iie\-elaelitii:-keyt

:

Von stank, die nyt de Tueleii sicli verspreyd

Oiu-hoog, in strijd ; en vluii'tin' voov haar scheyd

En "t weer lie\redigd

Soo (kU geen Pest, noeh Lazery n jikiagd

;

Die 't eeue Land, Let aiider over-(h'aagd

:

Ten waar, u volk kyseinder wienl kelaagd

Van grove sondeii.

LTw .Son, (k's V/z/o-.v oorsproidvelyke-gdoed

En warremte : en 't voedsel liat liet voed,

Is su3-ver, beet, en (op Let celste) goed;

A"ol sap bevondeii.

't Ell is geen Turf, geen koe mest (nytgedroogd)

Ueen koolcn, die (k- iiood (tot nut) lieoogd:

(riceii plaggeii, \-aii tk' lieyik' o[i-gelioogd,

Tot brand geboven,
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Whoe'er to jou a judgment fair api)lies,

And knowing, eompreliends your (jualities,

Will justify the man who, to the skies,

Extols your glories.

Who studies well your natural elements,

And with the jilunili of science, gains a sense

Of all the four : fiiils not in their defence,

Before free juries.

Your Air, so clear, so sharp to penetrate.

The Western hreezes softly moderate

;

And tempering the heat, they separate

It from all moisture.

From damp, and mist, and tog, they set it free;

From smells oi' iiools, they give it liherty:

The struggling stenches made t[> mount on high.

And Ije at peace there.

No deadly pest its purity assails,

To spread infection o'er your hills and vales,

Save when a guilty race, great sins bewails

In expiating.

Yoiir Sun, th' original of F>re and heat.

The common nutriment of both to eat.

Is warm and pure; in plants most delicate.

Much saji creating.

ISTor turf, nor dried manure,'— within your doors,

Nor coal, extracted from earth's secret stores;

Nor sods, uplifted from the barren moors.

For fuel given

;

'This iirtk-lc is iisod in sonio parts (if tlie Xctlifiiaiuls for fiict
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Dat 's Monsrlicn liootil, on l.revn liedwelmcn kaii,

Door (juaiU'U reiik, vn l)aiig<-'ii-luclit ; Waarvaii

Ecu klock verstand (in meonig geestig Man)

Word nyt-gedreven.

Hot rnynic liosch, vorscliaft ii lieter braud;

't Is JSToteu-lioiit. dat uicmand lieoft gcplant

Dat liaart, en laiys (voor felk^ winters) niand,

Als dap'ro lu.l(k'H.

Met vettiglievt, en sekerpigkeyt, vei--rijkt.

AViens keete-vlam, geen voekt, nock koude wijkt.

"Wiens genr, en I'onk (vol angenaanilieyt) lijkt

Xa B/,„s velden.

Vw W<f/rr (varsck, en klaar, en koel, en soet)

Dat nyt de grond (met (kdile overvloed)

(-Jedurig vloeyt, tot alk^ jilaatsen: doet

Vet'l lieeken vloeijen.

Tot laafenis van't Wild, en "t Taiiime-vee

:

Tot wasdoni van 't gewas, op yder stec:

Ver(|nikking van ile Menscken. die kier mee

V()(irsp(iedig grocijen.

Uw A'<nh' (seer versekeidon, in dc^n aart)

Is swart, vn wit, en rood, en klau: en kaard

Uyt liaren selio,)t, eeii ryken odgst : en spaard

Al wat de niond vleyd.

k^o vcelderiev. dat liet nan eynde keett.

En voerd (vol..,p) al wat door adeni leefd

;

't (icen sy, weeroni tot sj^js des ^lenseken geeft,

En syn geskondlievt.
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Wliieli, with foul stench the l)r:iiii intoxicate

;

And thus. In- fetid gas wliich they create,

The intellects of many, wise and great,

Men are out-driven.

The forests (hi, with hetter means, supply

The hearth and hovise : the stately hickory,

Kot planted, does the winter fell defy,—
A valiant warden

;

So closely grained, so rich with fragrant oil.

Before its blaze both wet and cold recoil

;

And sweetest perfumes float around the while.

Like 'n Eden's garden.

The Water clear and fresh, and pure and sweet.

Springs up continually beneath the feet.

And every where the gushing fountains meet,

In brooks o'erHowing,

Which animals refresh, both tame and wild;

And plants conduce to grow o)i hill and ticld
;

And these to man unnund)ered comforts yield,

And quickly growing.

The Eaiih. in soils of different shades appears,

Black, blue and white, and red; its bosom bears

Abundant harvests ; and, what jileases, spares

Xot to surrender.

No bounds exist to their variety.

They nourishment afford most plenteously

To creatures which, in turn, man's wants supply

And health engender.

7
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vrueht-rijk Luinh vol zeegens, opgelioopt;

Wio in 't vcriiuft, u\v gaveu over-loopt

;

En ydcr ileel, ten rei'litcn-evntle noopt,

Die sal liespenren,

Pat gy, gelieel (in alien zijt volniaakt

:

Indien oyt Land voliaaaktlieyt lieott geraakt.

Ontdankbaar is liy dan, die u oyt laakt

;

( »f viiyl sou keuven.

IV Si1-i<ht,its is d'Anierikaanselie-kust

In "t Xoorder-dcel. Daar allev Siunne-hist

Yersadigd word : da i-ykelijk geldnst.

(iy lielit \-ermogen

Te geven. a I wat eenig Yolk l)eln)etd.

Tot no,.ddnitt: En verlienging. die liedroefd

Veninikking eyselit. Of sicli in wellust toeft :

De groote Zee liespooM nw voorste-strand ;

Die (als een dijk) zieli voor u Velden kant

:

Door-aderd. met veel killen : die liet DuhI.

En 't r>osch verfrisseken.

Die van 't gekergt. en lieuvels nedtT-vlien :

En 't ^[ok.n werk, lie-iuanie plaatscn l,ien

Op d'oevers van u stromen. AVaanl te sien :

Gepi-opt nii't Visscdien.

En I'rik, en Aal. en Sonne-vis, v\\ Daars:

Die (l.lank en gcel) n Taatt'Ien als wat raars)

Vereieren kan : ook Elft. en Twalft niet seliaars,

Maar overvloedio;.
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fmitful land ! heaped up with blessin.i;:^ kind,

Whoe'ei- your several virtues brings to mind,

—

Its proper vahie to each gift assigned,

AVill snoii discover,

If ever laud perfection have attained.

That you in all things have that glory gained;

Ungrateful mortal, who, your worth disdained,

W^ [lass you over.

In North America, behold your tScf,

A\liere all that heart can wish you satiate,

And where oppressed with wealth inordinate,

You have the power,

To bless the people with wliate'er they need

;

The melancholy, from their sorrows, lead

;

The light of heart, exulting pleasure cede,

AVho never cower.

The Ocean laves secure the outer shore,

Wliich, like a dyke, is raised your tields before

;

And streams, like arteries, all veined o'er.

The woods refreshing;

And rolling down from mountains and the hills.

Afford, upon their l)auks, fit sites for mills;

And furnish, what the heart with transport fills.

The finest fisliing.

The lamprey, eel and sunfish, and the white

And yellow pert'h, which grace your covers dight;

And shad and striped liass, not scarce, but quite

Innumerable.
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Steenbrassem, Stciir, on Dartieii, en Knor-li:ian,i

En Zee-baars, die o-een Yoi-st sal lati'ii slaaii :

En Kabcllan: cu tSalni die (wel o-cbraan)

Is vet, en Noedi-'.

ywart-vis, en Ivocli, en Ilarin^t;-, en Makreel,

Brlielvis, Masbank, en Voren die (se veel)

Tot -wal.ti-ens toe, de Xetten vuld : en lieel

Min word ti'e-eeten.

So -aat bet liier: (bit 's Werelts overvloed,

(Waar niee de Alens.'li, word iconln-lijk g-evoed

Door o-nlle ;:-iinst (b's mihUai .n'evers) doet

lleni vaak vergeeten.

"Weekvis, en f>eb(d, en C'arper, l>ut, en Snoek.

Ja gj en liebt geen poel : geen water-boek.

Of 't krieber vol van Yissclu'n : die (te soek)

Li(bt zijn te vinden.

En Kreett, en Krab, en Mossels: Uesters, die

Een, beter is als in Euiiopa drie

In veelbeyt lieel ondvenl.aar. voor lieni. wie

't Moebt oiiderwinden.

De Sehild-iiad, en de Zeedioiid, en den Hay,

De Walvis, en Tonjin speeld in u Bay :

En toond Gods niaebt, en w.iiideibeden. Fray

Oiii an te nierken.

De seldsaanilieen in 't l!anel,>s^. dieji

:

De diepte, van de HV/W-.///. die liet seliie]. :

Thr l.„..rl„i„ii. I.rlon-int;- I" a species called by llic Ki,e-lisl,,

tlie l-^-encli, ijiir,,,,,;! ,.r <inn„l. is cau-ht c.ii llie coasi ol Kii-lar
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The bream and sturgeou, drumfish and gurnard

;

The sea-bass wliicli a prince would not discard;

The cod and suhuon,—cooked with due regard,

Most palatable.

The black, and rock-iish, herring, mackerel,

The haddock, mosbankers and roach which fill

The nets to loathing; and so many, all

Cannot be eaten.

And thus it happens here, that in the Hood

Which, rolling from the Fountain of all Good,

O'erwhelms weak mortal man with royal food,

lie is forgotten.

You've weak-fish, cai'p, and turbot
;
pike and plaice;

There's not a pool or tinv water trace.

Where swarm not myriads of the finny race,

Easily taken.

Crabs, lobsters, mussels; oystei's, too, there be

So large, that one does overbalance three

Of those of Europe ; and, in quantity,

No one can reckon.

The tortoise, seal and shark ; and in 3-our bay.

The mighty wlialc and porpoise s[)orting, they

The power and wondrous works of God disj^lay

For our l)eholdiug.

And curious forms come out the shoalless deep.

Whose depths produced by Wisdom Infinite,

probably, to the pmyy of our shores. Ticaalf and cki-tien (striped bass

and drumtisli) mentioned in this and the preceding stanza, are

Dutcli colonial names, unknown in Holland, as the Insh are peculiar

to the American waters.
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Die iiovt en slaiqit, iiucli iiiiiiiiiernieer eii sliep:

Maar werkt, in 't wcrken.

Hot wild Godeirf .lat <lo..r (k- liossc-lien rend

By .Inysondcn: vu iiau sijn Meoster kend:

Word (als ecu Lanij tut 's :Mi'nsc-liiMi nut ,i;-ewend

:

En vices, en velleu.

De Bever, en den Utter, selidun van l.i.nt.

De Visselier, die nau sijns yelijk en vtmd :

De Katalos (vo(_)r oude-Leen) gesund

Die Giehten ijuellen.

Den Espan. en do Vos. de Mink, en Haas,

De Mater, en Eenkliooren : die de Inias

In 't vlueliten speeld : en noelitans is liet aas

A'an ti'ratre rnonden :

Van Leeuw,' en Beer, en Wolf, en an.ler Wild:

Dat (in de Jaelit) sijn rnynie-tiid verspild :

Tot dat de niaasj.-. en hon-'er is ^-estild :

De proy \-erslonden.

Den Eland, en de Ilinde. en liet Hart

Dat (vluehtende) sieh diekwijls vind verward

In 't Boseli: wanneer liy 't met de laatste smart

-Moet duur liekopen.

't (;,ru,/,/l, ,lat siel, tot IJoven sneld :

En klcyiider so.,rt, stee.ls (als vervol-er) cpield.

Is d'Arend, en de Valk, die 't Mauwe-veJd

Met 't o,,- .loordopen.

'It isdilli.iill

nnd Di.iniinr M.

\:m (l.rl)oiik
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Have never slept and never more will sleep,

His works nufolding.

The Animals which in the woods roam free

By thousands, and are no one's property.

Are reared like lambs, their flesh and skins to be

For man's sustaining.

The beaver, and the otter, clean of liml)

;

The weasel, which has scarce the like of him

;

The wild cat, strengthening the old, who seem.

With g<iut complaining.

Eaccoon and fox, with marten, mink and hare
;

The nimlile squirrels, leaping through the air

And flying; which, to craving stomachs, are

Baits most decoying.

Bears, lions, wolves and other beasts of prey.

The chase has long since nuide to waste away,

Their maws, with naught the hunger to allay,

Themselves destroying.

The elk, the hind and hart which, fleeing, bound

Far in the forest depths, and thcrt' are ftmnd ;

And when at last tliey feel the fatal wound,

])ic hard and crying.

Of Binh, there is a knavish rohl/nig crew.

Which constantly the smaller tribes pursue;

The hawk and eagle swoop tiie azure blue.

With sharp eyes prying.

as such never has been found in New Netherland. The wikl cat,

which some have conjectured to be referred to, is expresslj' mention-

ed in one of the preceding stanzas as a distinct species. The poet

confesses he had never seen lions liimself, when he says tliey had all

been killed off.
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Dc Kuykon-clicf, ilc- Ilavik. (tVl van klau)

Do Siifi-wcr, en Strvu-kiTtcr, die sou yan

Oiit(U'kki-n kan sijn vvau.l : als liv flau

Is ill liet vliedeii.

De End (If (4ans. ICalkoon. en Troste-swaan,

De Dnykof. on dv Uryu'er, en (k> Kraan,

De Snep. en AVulp. en Meerk^. en Berk-liaan :

Staan wnv 't geliiedeen.

De Dnyt; I'atrys. Fasant, and Majijs dief;

De Smient (die seU' een k'k're-ton,o- verkief)

De Taling, en de Lijster: tut -erief

Kn (kenst (k's Menseken.

't Geta1. "t --eslaekt. de soi.rten alteniaal

Der A'du-eli^n. zijn knyten knn, en taal

t AVas dan gewis, een nddeluos-verkaak

Haar kun te wi^nscken.

Het rx.seli, t (iekergt, <\v laagt, en "t vlakke-veld

Is (uyt .k'U aanl) su rykelijk kestel(k

Met meenigte van Vnirltci: Die liet teld

Sal 't al niet treften.

De Akers zijn en kitter. en -weer soet

:

Do Xoten (seer verseiiey(k'n) dukkel goed

:

Xastanjen die ik (liuven anikre niuet)

En sal, ^-evketten.

(kAar.kkes pr<,nkt, met een roiuksckaaidaken kk'ur

:

De rniyni, en Xar.-. en Druyf (vol sciete geur)

D'aard-akers, ee Aard-liounjes, zijn te keur :

En Aartisokken.

Do Kruvs. (k> Moer: de Clau, en 8warte-bcy,
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The oliickmi wikiT-liawk, witli talons fell;

The spai-mw-liawk : the vigilant castrel

Watching his enemy till he may reel

And faint in Hying.

The (luck, tlie goose, the turkey, and proud swan,

The diver and the heron and the crane,

The snipe, the curlew, merlin and moorhen,

The foremost vicing;

The dove and pheasant, thievish hlackhird, (piail

;

The widgeon, which an epicure' may hail

;

The teal and hoh-o'-lincoln, all avail

For man's enjoyment.

But names are wanting wholly to ex[)lain

The nimierous spet-ies of the feathered train

;

And surely the recital were a vain,

Misspent employment.

The hills and valleys, fields and forests wide,

As richly are, liy nature's liand, su}i[ilied

With Frmfs. Of which all will l)c satisfied

By this true story.

Acorns tlierc are, the l)itter and the sweet;

And nuts of various kinds, all clioice to eat;

Of these the chestnuts, with the rest compete

And win the glory.

Aud strawberries, which in proud scarlet shine;

The phim, the cherry, and grape clustering vine
;

The ground-nut and the ground-bean, both we find

:

The artichoke, too.

Tlie gooseberry, botli soi-ts of mulberries
;

8
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Kn<.t-1..nk, en L.i.ik, m A'cttc-koiis, on Troy,

Do IL.p, uu -Muut s.'liynd (mc-t wn soft govloy)

Kot out;- to k.kkcn.

Uw Bnsoh schuft Ilout ti)t Iluys, vn Schip, on Scliuyt.

En Bios, on Riet, on 11. .y, en rnijgto. spruyt

(In ovoi-vIolmI) ton gallon Aanl-rijk uyt.

U\v Strand gooft stoenon.

Tut allorloy gcliruyk, soor nut, to saani

:

Tdt nialon, vn tot slyprn hcol lnM|naani:

Tot-Motsol-work, on Straat. "t Goon nau tk- naam

Is to vork'onou.

Quiok-silver, Goud,' on Pot-lnut, on Kristal,

V..l-aanks on Pot-aardo. 't Is 'or al,

Wat (lyt vornnt't (mot kunst) bo.k'nkon sal:

Of kan vorsinnon.

Ili't nov\-Knn,./, on Gonoos-Kniyd (vool goaolit)

Dat w.nidorlijk, on mot oon gnMito-kraolit,

En siokt, van liinnon.

Do Masolyn : on "t gonrig Salsofnis,

Dat als kannnol oon tiaiiwo Ziol gonas,

Is daar goaoUt (als .mkruyt) oon gowas

Gm uyt to moijon.

So staat hot Kruyd, Ly duysondon op 't Land

Op 't hnog gvlKTgt, on an do Watoi-kant.

In working vroomt, on liovon ons vorstand :

Sohoon 't mogt ons mooijon.

iTlic liclietin llic exist. -n.T ..t U..1.1 was uiiiver.sal auiong the

w.r.- si'iit t.i ll.iUaii.l, lit .lill'.r.'nt tiiii.s, lor analyzation. The
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The garliek, leek and field-salad and eives

;

And hops and mints, with sweetest Hatteries,

Tlie eyes provoke do.

Within Tonr woods, for house and ship, is found

Good hnildini; timber ; in your untilled ground.

Do reeds and rushes and .wild grass abound

;

Upon your border

Lie stone for every use; some suitalile

For polishing and grinding ; some as well

For masonry and streets. 'Tis hard to tell

Them all in order.

Blacklcad and ehrystal, quicksilver and gold

;

And clay to full or bake
;
your hills unfold

"Whatever art and seienee seek to mould,

Or can discover.

You've herbs, both wholesome and medicinal,

Possessed of virtues wondrous powerful

The failing strength to raise, and wounds to heal,

And curing fever.

Sweet marjoram; and sassafras, whose root,

Like cassia, does the fainting soul recniit.

And o'er the fields its fragrant suckers shoot.

Like weeds, to harrow.

So grow the plants liy thousands o'er the laud,

Along the mountain top and water strand.

It is too strange for us to understand.

And to our sorrow.

glittering ore turned out to he nothing but pyrites, as many a more
modern enthusiast has found out also.
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V.HU' V>\v, en Wesp. 't wrlniykc-ude gelilueiut

Is overal: in klciir, ni -imu- -ei-oc-iiid

:

A\>el nieer, als nn mijii i/-/,///, liei'ft -eiiornul,

Kumt liin- to voron.

Paar iioyt do liand dos Mousclioii is gowoost,

(Jill ii't to iloiMi. tot liulpu sic't : dit loost

:Mon (sondor nioeyto on sdry-) van 't A'rld : en vrocst

Goon wiM'k vci'liiren.

Maar wat de 7v'-.//>/ (liior hovon) noeli Lrdunkt:

En an n sciioot (uyt and'iv Landon) srlioid<t.

Tut (|Ucoking : "t Goon lUK'litans u niet vn krrnkt,

Maar sterkt, in "t voodou.

Is 't sniaaklyk Ooft, is aldeiliaiidc Fniyt

;

Is Moos, t^ala-. Uadijs. en lirtiijk Krni.l

Is Raap, on Koul, die gy np 't l.este sluyt.

En knnt l.elioeden.

Is Injtonddirnyd. de trokkondo Tal.ak

Is AVurtolen: is Malsse-pinstenak :

Mol.)on, ronipoen. ^pans-'h-spek : dat (met gomak)

:^ie]i laat gonieten.

t Wast alk's (wat in andro Eanden wast)

Oil iiwon rng: Ook (kiar men niet op past:

En soiukT veel bokoniniering en last

Komt nyt te seliieton.

Is Tai-w, on Hog', en Garst, on Ert, on IJ.Hin,

Is Speld, Majijs, on Book-weyt. die daar s.diooii,

En lieorlijk wast. Is Haver die den lo.ni

W,)o,l vo.,r do Taarden.

Is Ivoo, on I'aard, on Sdiaap, on 't iuorsi<j,--Swijn,
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For bee and wasp, sweet-smelliiiii- flowers Ijloom,

O'ei all; renowned for colors and perfume;

More, than mj Heroine can yet assume

To name, occurring.

Wherever men a heliiing hand accord

To nature, there, liehold ! tlie fields reward

Them, without any care ; no fears unt'ward

Of loss them worry'ng.

"Wliatever skillful science more may know,

And in your lap, from other countries, throw

For culture: these, fresh streiigtii (in you bestow,

AVitliout consuming.

You've most delicious hand and kitclien fruits,

Greens, salads, I'adishcs and savory shoots,

And turnips; and the caljliage you jiroduce.

In large heads poming.

The biting herb— tlie strong tobacco plant;

The carrot and the Maltese parsnip ; and

The melon, pumpkin, >painsh comfrey, grant

The sweetest pleasure.

Exotics which, fr(.im foreign clinu's, they bear

Unto your bosom, need no special care
;

But reach, uutended, in youi' genial aii-,

Tlii'ir proper measure.

There's wheat and rye; and barley, 2)ea, and bean;

Spelt, maize and l)uck\vheat: all these kinds of grain

Do nobly grow : for horses to sustain,

Oats are awarded.

You've horses, cows, and wallowing swine and sheep

;
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Is Gaiis, en End, en 'T Iloen, on 't tam Kouijn :

Ilet wilder al, en vet, en weeld'i-iij;- zijn :

En veylii;' aarden.

Ilet word van Lurid en .l((r</, en Voeht \ernoegd.

Oil 't snyverste, on eelste, t'saaiu ,t;-eV(.eg.l :

En werkelijk (als liet den akker iil.ie-d)

Oni voort te teiden.

"t Seliynt dat XATit It liaai- kdiist, en prnefstuk lieeft

In u geliad: Om alles watter k'efd.

Of wat uyt Land, uf V( .He-Zee uyt-geeft,

r niee te deekai.

En dat, op so een wekgek'gen streek

Daar Zee, Revier. en Xil, en Kriek, en Beek

Tot'8 Men.sehen dienst, lie(|uaandie\t lieeft. Ik spreek

Wie heett daar tegeu V

T.it liandel, en tut Selnp-vaart, nytgesuelit

:

Met Havens, die den aart zelf lieeft ge\vn>rlit

Tot heul. van wie in 't lijden wunl gekro,.ht :

Kn raakt verlegeii.

Dit is het Lam., daar Melk en JL.nig vh.eyd :

Dit is 't geweest, daar 't Kruyd (als dist'Jen) groeyd :

Dit is de riaats, daar Amns-Jiuudi Mceyd :

Dit is het El.KX.

Gelukkig LiiikI, gv tergd. en tn.tst de nijd.

Gy rijst, en klinit, wie dat hat i|neld, en spijt.

Gy over-wind, wie n gehik hestrijd,

Gt.d geef n vreede.

G(.d geef u heyl, en voorspded. troost, en rust.

God hanu' de twist, en tweedraelit van n Kust.
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Geese, diu-ks and lieiis; and rablnt.s (tame to keep)

Wlii.'h will l.e all, l.otli fat and dioiee to eat,

And thrive unguarded.

Air, water, soil, of greatest purity

;

And all, ((inil)ined in sweetest liannonj.

Unite, tlie ploughed up land to fructity,

With strength unerring.

You seem the masterpiece of nature's liand

;

Whatever does with breath of life expand,

Or comes from out the sea, or thrives ou hxnd,

On you conferring.

And, in a country, fitted liappily,

"With creek and channel, river, In-ook and sea,

For every use of man. I make the plea,

Wlio can deny it?

A hind for trade and navigation sought;

AVitli harliors which tlie cartli herself has w^rought,

For aid to those who are in danger brought

And si'ck to fly it.

It is the land where milk and honey flow;

Where i)lants distilling jierfunie grow;

Where Aamn's rod with budding blossoms blow;

A very Eden.

Oh happy land 1 while envy you invite.

You soar far over all you thus excite ;

And conquer whom by cluuu'c you meet in fight;

:\ray Odd protect and

Defend and save you; peace and conifort give;

All strife and discord from your borders drive;
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Dat Nedcrland u welvanrd niacli (mot lust

En vrcugd) aanseliouwen.

Dat Yilor con (in u) sijn liandon work

Mot rust g-oniot. Dat Christ! Warc-Kcrk

In u (golijk eon Loly) bkio;y : En 't mork

Daar van luaoh liouwen.

De Tuchting, on Bond-tookons, on do Leer,

ISTa 't Sup-or-woiirck van aHor Ileeren Heer.

C4ereehtigheyt, en Waarlu'\i:: moor en meer

:

Als vaste zuyk'u.

Waar do..r on Unys, on 8ta(k on Land liestaat.

Dat an(kn-sins wol lidit to gnuKk- gaat.

Als praolit, gowolck imdvuvslioyt, nijt en kaat

Daar kinnen sokuylon.

Alaar gy, o wel, on aldordioorlijkst Lani. :

Woost dankkaar, an dos inildon (iovors lunnk

Die u, (als) in eon Lustdiof keeft goplant

:

Die gy u kind'ron

Mougt laton, tut oi'u Eonwig-oygondom

Tot dat liot zaad dor vr.mwon, wodoroin

Versckijn : tot ons' verlossing : wollokdui.

Wie sal 't koni kind'ron ?

Noch vaster.
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So K'etlicrlaiKl your lia|i)iin('ss pci-ccive

^Vhh j(iy and pleasure.

So labor may in peaee its fruits cdusuuie ;

And Christ's true C'liurcli fresli as the lily hlooni,—

Its mark in you irre\dealily hewn,

lleneet'orth forever.

Rule, doctrine, eovenauts, all in aeeurd

With His pure word who is, of Lords, tlie Lord;

Wliere righteousness and truth may rest like hroad

And solid pillars.

So may a city, liouse, or kingdom stand,

"Wliich else have hxid foundations in the sand,

And envy, pride, hate, lust, aiul violent hand,

Lui-k in their cellars.

But you accept, nohlest land of all !

With thankfulness. His bounties liberal,

AVho has a pleasure garden made your soil,

That you miglit render

Your children an iidieritance fore'er,

Until the Seed of Wonum reap[iear.

For our redemption. Welcome hour! Wlio'U dare

His coming t'liinder?

Noch vaster.



PRICKEL-VAEKSEN

Aci, ,h' llrfh, /Jjrrx van ,h- r<jhk-[<hiHt!iuj rii hroalrr.^r/uip, op tr rrrhUn

I,; ,lr Zi,ij,hrr,-;rr r,n, Xir,nr-Xr,l,rl„ii,/, ,!„ur I'lrlrr <'„rnrlhr.

.

Pl„r1.-Uu,i nu, Zur;,-}.-'jr,m,t sijn mr,hst,ni,hr,^: ,„ ,h- .lunMlgc

rnnr-rrrhtn, (/'-/ ilirn ,i/inh ) nin .h' r. , . „rht}„ir,' ]i.,r,i, hiur/cr-

mrr.lrrru dvr ,/„,/ Ain^trln<h,m. lun r rrrhrj,,! ,/ch [) nu, .<omcr-

monn/, mVI.

(iliy armo, die iiiet wcl koiid aeii u iioodnift rakon :

Gy rijke, die 't -.luck in 't v.H.r-lhM.fd socckm wild:

Vcrkiost X;<>nr.i,c<hr-/ui<J. ('t sal tdriiiand liillik lakni)

EiT i;-y ;i tijd on iiiaclit, liirr vriiclitrl.Mis vcrspild.

Ilit'i- iiKU't uT and'ron, oiii u dii'nstli'iTU arbryd trotiiion,

Dacr koiut vvn guilt' ymud, u wi'ixdc met \\\)Oeker luoneii.

X;c,i,r.X,,l,r-hn><I is "t puyck, on "t eolste van do Landeu.

Een See-rn-i-ij,k -(west, daer Melek en Iluid-li vloeyd,

Dat d'a]<lerlnM,--l,ste lieeft (met <lul>l>eld milde liandeu)

Be-^at'tt : ja op-^^evult. in 't i;^een daer wast en -Toeyd.

De Lu-t, <le Aer.l en Zee, sijn swanger met liaer -aven :

Oni (die liehnefti-li is) uoek sonder moevt te laven.

•t (;evu(i-eit d.),,td <le lueht, wauneer se sieli vervuereu.

Ilet wild--ediei-te kneust, en plet de vaste grund,



SPUKRING-VERSES

To thelovn-s of the colony ami bro/hnship, to he cMahUshcl on the

South river of New Mclhrr/,,,,./, h/ ]',/, r Cnn,r/;,a„ Phnhhoy of

Zierikzee, with his a.isoriu/i x ; nii'l tin' fdi-nrahh ^n-irilnjis^ fir

that 2}nrpos,:, ,p;i„lr,l hij ihr noh/r Lunh JUir,jom,i!<ti:rs of the

citj of Amstcn/oiii. thr 'Jth ,f Jn,,,-. Kllil'.

You poor, wlio know not how _your living to obtain
;

You atfluent, who seek in mind to l)e eoutont;

Choose you jSTow jSTetherland (wliich no one shall disdain)

,

Before your time and strength here fruitlessly are spent.

There have you otlier ends, your lahor tf) ineite
;

Your work, will gen'rous soils, with usury, rctpiite.

New IS'etherland's the flow'r, the noblest of all lauds

;

With richest blessings crowned, where milk and honey flow

;

By the most High of All, with doubly lib'ral hands

Endowed
;
yea, filled up full, with whatmay thrive and grow.

The air, the earth, tlie sea, each pregnant with its gift,

The needy, Avithout trouble, from distress to lift.

The birds obscure the sky, so numerous in their flight

;

The animals roam wild, and flatten down the ground ;
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:i)o Vissclicii, krii'kMi in dv wat'rcn : uii berofivn

])'u'ns khuTli. •>-<!; d'ocsturs (ilir iiion uuri;-oiLs Ih'Ut v.md)

Vcrhcffrn li.H.i, ,,1, 1mh,|,, ,„ iiiakcn i,irni-li Kvland :

•tCu^wnsvriTicnl Wl Inisdi: vu l,un, cu li,.y, ci, W..y-laii.l.

irKTlicliti;iiy(k'ehK'ii.s<'li.K,irtu-vl(ln,H'liiiiorytfk(i!<to.

Macr M> --y iiari-stij:'li lilijlt in d'arliryd .>!. .-ijii tijd,

(In lidop tnt licm. die' n uyt (rannocd liirr vrrkisto:)

Gy suit (.'fu I'ijkvu l.x.ii : <:oniutt'n mkh' u vlijt.

Alii A'l'C, aun Graon, acMi Fniyt : on diiyscnt and'iv diii-vn,

"WacT door gy stof liulit steeds, d'al-yvvor lof tv siiigi-n.

Wat sict gy op u linys, i\v Stad of 't Laud uw's vadersV

Is (io.l nii't oviT-al? dcu IlrURd uvrii wijt ?

Sijli sfgoii dcrkt dr arnl: uii stort (uyt vollr aders)

Ecu vlocd van s.-hatfi'U : <lir gy viud waiT dat gy sijt.

f^y is am Koning-njc-k, uo,-]i Vorstrn-d.,ni gvliondcn,

Sy woi-d so wcl in 't vvu, als 't an(kT Laud gevondou.

ALuT dacr, duvv siut gy steeds, con l(,'veude vcrtooniugh

Van Ivk^n : en van 't Land, acn Jacol,s saad kcloofd :

^Yk' son in dat gowcst (iu snick ci'u "t sanicu-woningli)

Xict wcnsckcu viy- tc sijn ; en yd.T lioofU vo,.r lioofd,

lI.-tvo,,i--ivc]it(cl.d<gcgund,vaud'Anistcls-r,urgci--Hcci-cn)

Gcnictcn-.' cu 't gcsack van liacr kdcvdin-li ccrcn ?

J)c [ sanu'U-AVooniugli is, c.'U gron.l van adc Statcn.

Die eerst gelinclit eu liuert. en Dorii ja Steden maeckt

:
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Tlie fisli swarm in the waters, and cxclnde tlie liylit

;

The oysters there, than whieh none hotter ean he I'onnd,

Are piled up, heap on lieap, till islands they attain
;

And veg-etatiou clothes the lurest, mead and plain.

You have a portion there whieh costs not pains nor yold
;

But if you lahor give, then shall you also share

(With trust in Him who you frnm want does there u}ihold)

A rich reward, in time, fur all your toil and eare.

In cattle, g-raiu and fruit, and every otlier tiling;

Wherehy you always have great cause His jiraise to sing.

What see you in your houses, towns and Fatherland':'

Is God not over all? the heavens e\-er wide?

His hlessings deck the eartJi,— like l)ursting veins exjiaiid

In floods of treasures o'er, whei-ever you ahidc ;

Which neither are to monarchies nor dukc-doiiis hound,

They are as well in one, as other country found.

But there, a living view does always meet your eye,

Of Eden, and the promised land of Jacoh's seed;

AVho would not, then, in sucli a formed community

Desire to he a freeman; and the rights decreed

To each and every one, hy Amstel's hurgher lords,

T'enjoy? and treat with honor what their rule awards?

Communities the every state

They first the hamlet, village and the city make
;
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'Wacr iiyt "t geiiu'one-liest oiitspriugt, wieiis oiider-

satcii,

Den welstaiid van 't gueiiien (als cygvii) "t liarte nicckt.

'Tis gceii VUjiiia, 't steuud op gcgrondo wettcii

:

Die tut lie vrijlieyd u eeii vasteu Kegel setten.

Ctv sidt geeu A^renidelingli, in dese Landen wescii :

Als eei-tijts IsEAEL, self in ^EiiYi'TEX was.

Gy hoeftgeen dienstl)aerlieyd, nueli dwinglandy te vreesen :

Mits losefs ogen sien. en letsen (i[i 't Konqias.

De va.lers die aen 't Y. haei- Stad met lot Uestneivn.

Siju u Leselierniers, en n J.and-aerd n geliueren.

NicKW-ncihT-hiihl-! Zuyd-i'evier : of 't Aveede (diiia>"iias)

Sehaft (op liaer oevers) u een lusthof: t.it vei'Mijf.

Gy kiest of S^wanen-dal (daer Ox./.v' 'rijvk en troon was)

Of wel een ander [ilaats, tot nut van u liedrijf.

Gy helit de kuer van al : het staet u vry te kiesen.

Betraelit dit voor-reelit wel, gy suit liet niet verlieseii.

Verwerpt dan't (piaed geruelit (on-waei'digU na te luyst'ren)

'Tis uyt wan gunst of liaat, of ondvun ineest verdielit,

' Gillcs Osset or Uosset was the conimandcr of tbu colonj- wliich was

sent out in 1630-1 to the Hocrckil or Swanondael, on the Dehiware, by

Godyn, Van Renssehier, Blneniart, I)e Laet and David Pietersz. de Vries,

patroons imdcillic W.-t In.lia ('nin|.:niy, AVlun dr Vi irs ^^,^l mil, the

nists, tliirty-Uine in nund.er. liaviii- I.ecii harlianmsly inunleivd liy the

Indians, and their bodies left l.i rot in the fields, where thev were slain,
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From whence proceeds the coniiuoinvealth : whose meui-

bers, great

Become, an intei-est in the common weltai-e take.

'T is no L'topia ; it rests on princijiles,

Which, for trne iibert\-, prescribes vou settled ruk's.

You will not aliens, in those far lands, ajipear;

As formerly, in Eii'vpt, e'en \Aas Israel.

ITor have you slavery uoi- tyranny to fear.

Since Joseph's eyes (hi see, and on the compass fall.

The civie Fathers who on th' Y iK'rform their labors,

Are your protectors; and your counti'vmen are neii;'hbors.

iNewXetherland's South River,— second Amazon,

For you a pleasure garden on its bard<;s concedes.

Choose 3'ou the Swanendael, wliei'c Osset had his throne,

Or any other spot your avocation needs.

You have the choice of all ; and you'j'c left free to cheese
;

Keep the conditions well, and you lia\-e naught to lose.

Discard the base re])ort, imwoi-thy of you i- ear;

'Tis forged by ignorance and hate and jealous s^iite,

around their lialf burnt fort. It is this ucrideiii, as he calls it, tlie poet

deprecates, in the two following stanzas, ft-om being urged to retard the

proposed attempt to reestablish a colony in the same region. The city of

Amsterdam had, several years before, sent out other colonists to the South

River who, with some previously settled there under the auspices of the

West India Company, were their countrymen, whom the new
were to find as ncii^^hbors.
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A^;in liaoi' die (I'onrsiK'rk siju : oiii li:iti,n'li tc vcnluvfifrcn,

Docs scli.i.uic (),-lit(.li(l-suu vu,.i- 't larljriid liii.lda-li-lirllt.

Aon t.R'-val inacli do sao.k wol liiiKTrou, iiio't voraiid'ron,

Maer iioomt ho wooli, gy nult, dions glaiis on luystor soliran-

d'ren.

Twas iiiaor oon 1oc-val, die liaor stof gcoftto verachtcii,

Dat Land dat (iia mijii kuii). gooii oygoii woorga liooft,

Dm 11 (dio lust liolit daor to woouon) do godarliton ;

T'out-rooron Imyton "t spoor, oor gy u donvaorts gooit.

Dooli sondoi' I'o'oii ougrond. 't goon ydor liolit kan vatton :

Dio tijd on j^ilaats vorsuyiiid, voi'waorloo.st grooto soliattoii.

Jacob Steex-dam,

Noeh i-aslcr.
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13}" tliosc who are its autliors, to bedim this fair

Bright morning- snn hetbre the laughing noomlay light.

An accident may hinder, Init not <']iange the jilan,

Whose gloss, take that away, yon then may tairly scan.

'T was hnt an aeciilent, whi.-h gives them stnft' to slight

That land, whi.'h, 'is [ /,v/o/r, n,> proper rival has:

In order from your |iur]Ji)se they may you atfright,

"Wlio there desire to live, liefoi-e you thither pass.

'Tis groundless, ev'ry one may easily perceive.

Who now neglects the clnuu-e, great treasures does he leave.

Jacob Steendam,

Noch raster.
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HENRICUS SELYNS.





HENRICUS SELYNS.

There are no written aeeonnts of Ilenrieus h^elyns

left to US liy liis eonteniiioraries, and little eoneei'nin--

him has lieen transmitted hy tradition. A few-

memorials of his miinsti-y of the gospel, to be fonnd

in the records of the elnnvhes in whieh he otHeiated

iu this country ; Ids letters, while here, to the elassis

of Amsterdam, his eeelesiastical superiors ; occasional

minutes in the e<ilonial (h)cnments; and casual men-

tion of him hy some of the learned men of his time,

constitute all the materials, with sliglit exceptions,

now within the reach of his hiou-rajiher. Ilis life and

cliaracter can therefore he only imjierfeetly portrayed,

and tiie interest whieh the present cireumstances have

awakened in his name ean he oidy partly satisiied.

It is well Ivuown that he was the only elergyman

settled in tlie ministry in Brooklyn hef av the revolu-

tion, and that was dnrint;- the Duteh rule of the

country ; and tliat after the termination of the

djmasty of tlie ILdlanders, he was, for many years,

the minister of the Dut.'h Kefornu^d Church in the

city of E"ew York ; hut it lias not hcen so well under-

stood that he was the foremost of the early iinnisters

to enlarge the usefulness of the church to which he

helonged, and to secure for it a permanent and
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iiuk-pvinkMit foundation under tlie En^'lisli !j,-,,vcrn-

iiKMit of the province. His ministerial duties, indeed,

pally liis time and tliou-lits, and employing the

greatest energies of his nature: ami hence it is, tliat

what is extant concerning him relates to him, for the

most part, in this character.

As a minister, he possessed in an eminent degree

that rare cond.ination of faculties wliich unites the

zeal of the ]irca(dior for the salvation of soids, with

the prudence of the preshyter for the temjioralities of

his church. And fir this position fannly tradition,

early association, and education united t<i pre[iare

liim. Tracing his an.'cstry li.ith on the father and

mother's shle ,-learly hack, through a regular line of

elders, deacons and deaconesses, to the first institution

of tlie Dutch Keformed Church as an independent

estahlishment ; and connected l.y hlood and marriage

witli distinguished ministers of that church, lie could

not fail to imiiilie its tenets ami principles, and enter

with contidence and houoralde amliiti<in upon the

studies wliich were to tit him for its service. Ilen-

dri.'k Selyns, his paternal gran.lfather. was a deacon

of the church at Amsterdam, in I.V.IS, an<l his father

an elder from KiyU to ICCio; while of tin' maternal

hranch, his gi'eat grandfather, Hendrick Xock, M'as a

deacon in the same church friim 15^4 to l^VJo, and his

grandfather, Hans Verklocken, in 158T-'.I0. Agnetu

Si'lyns, his gi'undmother, tilled the somewhat peculiar
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position, ill that elinrcli, of (Icacunoss, for Bcveral

years. 8ucli is tlie rocor.l,— liaiKlod down to ns l,v

himself, of his direet ancestral pledo-cs to this serviee
;

and in the persons of Dominies Ti'iglandius, Lants-

man and Joannes Xienweidinysi-n, distingnished min-

isters of the ehnreh of Amsterdam, wlio were his

eousins, he i'elt tlie intlneiices of collateral relation-

ship to the same i-nd.

lie was the son of Jan Selyns and Ag-neta K(K'k,

and was horn in the eity of Amsterdam in the year

1636. Of the incidents of his eai-ly life and edni-a-

tion we know ntithing: exce}it that he was regidarly

edneated fir the ministry, and hecanu' proticient in

the various studies re(piired in that otiiee. The

Reformed Cliureh of the Netherlands had at that time

just begun fully to develop its own power and

strength. Sprung from the loins of the Catholie

Church, and reformed from liomanism, its tirst minis-

ters had heen priests of that church. There neces-

sarily were in its origin no ministers who had heen

educated to its peculiar form of worship and doctrine.

Among its first duties, therefore, was to pro\-ide for

future teachers out of its own youth; and now, at the

period of Selyus, its uuiversities and course of study

had fairly come into operation for that purpose. He

indue time became a proponent, —-the first step in

the ministry, a kind of candidate for full orders. In

the earliest period of this Reformed Church its teach-

ers, in consequence of the want of ministers growing
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out of the firriniistiiiH-os of tlio sc'|inration, fully quali-

ficd to till the otiico t^utirc, were dividcMl iuto uiinis-

tors and iiroplirts : the fa-nuT exclusively being

autlioi-ized to preaeli and administer the saeninients,

and the latter heiug ehar-ed sinqily with the otHee of

oxplaiuing a ]iortion of tlu' s<Tiptinvs to the edugri'ga-

tion uiH.n cei'tain days i'wvy one or two weeks. The

colle-e of pr,.phets was, however, soon al.olished.

and proiHinents. as tln^y were ealied. snhstituted in

their idaees, — heing the young nien. now that the

ehuivh was estahlished, who had gra<luated at the

universities with a view to the ministry. They were

faeulty, or a classis, and if aiiiiroved, wc^re then

Iicense<l /irojimnir, to make ]n-o|,(Ksitioiis from the

imlpit, or prea.-h, hut not to administer the saera-

nionts. This examination was eahed pr< />'ir>i/nn/. A
ser,)nd one, the jurnii/'fori/, took place whenever the

if it were satisfietory, he was installed witli the I'ull

powers of a minister, than which, no other or higher

priestly office exists in this church.'

' )//<// mill Di riii'"il,l, 384-6. Altliough tlie niinic nf proponent

has lallcn into ilisusc, the same system of double examinations

i\i>t> in thi:- cluin-li in tliis eonntrv at tlie present day.

—

Jlinniiint.

is;;. In lli(^ lime ..t S.^lyns lliesc cxaniinalii.ns wcav ...iiductc.l uilh

ji-ivat ri-nr, lastiii- scniclinifs U,v ;i nionlli. In s nt Uir pn.vin-

rrs ,,t tlir XcUiril,and> Ihrv wrrr e. .n.luci rdin the l.alin lan-ua-e.

m llie part ut Ike candidate
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It was wliik' lie' was officiating as a proponent that

Henricus Selyus received a call to Ijecome the minis-

ter of the church at Breukelcn in New Netherlaud,

Diade, hy the Dutch West India Company, througli

the classis of Amsterdam. Such was the general

practice iu this colony during the asceudancy of that

company, although it has e\cr heeu a cardinal prin-

ciple of the Dutch Ileformed Church, affirmed as

early as the Synod of Antwerp, that the servants of

God, the ministers, elders and deacons, are only

properly chosen when they are designated by a lawful

election of the congregation. It was at that time

an exceptional practice in New Netherland for the

congregation to make their application for a minister

to the West India Coiujiany, because the company

generally paid or contrihute'd to his salary. In the

case of Selyus one half was to he paid hy the com-

pany and one half hy the congregation, which was

also to furnish a house for his residence.

At that time the c(.ingre'gation at Breukelen was

both small and jioor. It numl)ered twenty-seven

persons, men and A\dnicn, iu all, and they were scat-

tered among four hamlets, in diffi'rent jiarts of the

territory of the present city of Brooklyn, known theu

and still by the distinct names of Cujancs, the AVaale-

boght, Breukelen, and the Ferry. The population of

the whole town was one hundi'cd and ninety-four

souls. This church had been under the pastoral

charge of the Rev. Johannes Theodoras Polhemus,

11
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wLo resided at Midwoiit. now railed Flatlnit^li, and

who niinisterc'd to tlie clinrcli tliere and at Anicrs-

toni't. imw kiidwn as Flatlands. But lie was getting

(lid, and the I'oad hetween Midwont and Breukclen,

where he came to jierl'oi'iii rt'ligious sei'viees alter-

nately (in Sundays, with the two ether towns. Iieing

roeky and hilly, it was ditHeult and danger. >us for him

to travel Sueh wei'e tlie reasons assigned lor the call

of a minister foi' J'.renkeh'U ahme. Selyns aeeepted

the eall : he was perem]itorily examined l.y the .hissis

of Amsterdam, and, on the Kith of Fehruary, IGGO,

Avas adnutted to the ministry with full jiowers. He

engaged, however, to serve the eongregation at

r.reukelen for the term of four years ordy. lie sailed

in .-ompany with the Bev. llarmanus Bhrni. win. had

Keen examiueil at the same tinu' with liini. for the

purpose of supplying the ehureh at Es( .pus. afterwards

called Kingst..n. They arrived at Xew Amsterdam

in July of that year. (Joveruor Stuyvesaut. \\ ho. hy

virtue of his jiosition as Direetoi- (ieneral of the

e<,lony, aeeredited all pnlili.- functionaries, ecclesiasti-

^al as well as civil, in the colony, was then ahsent at

Ksopus lu'gotiating a peace with the Inilians: and

when the treaty was comduded. his ahsence was still

furth.'r jirolouged l.y a visit t(. F..rt ( )range. To l...t]i

these settlements the two y(.ung miidsters folh.wcd

him. in (.rdc^r to deliver tlieir letters, so that it was

n<.t until the Tth (.f Scptend.er that Mr. Selyns wa.s

formallv inducted into his ehureh.
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This ceremony, measured 1iy the usual standard of

great events, was, in(h'e(h insiii-niticant ; lint viewed as

the first iustalhitinn of a minister in wliat is now a

large aud tlourishini^- city, tlie third in size in tlie

United States, and as i,(,|,ul<ius as the famous eity of

Amsterdam liersclf at tlie present <lay, it was cue

which deserved, as it rerrived, the attention of the

authorities in au apprnpriate and hecoming manner.

It was, nevertheless, to that culony au interesting-

event, and it was a<-i-cim[ianied hy jiniceedings calcu-

lated to give dignity and authoi-ity to the minister.

The governor deputed two of his principal officers to

present the minister to the congregation. Nicasiusde

Sille, a member of the conncil, a man of no mean

literary attainments and well versed in the law, and

Martin Krigier, hurgomaster of Xew Amsterdam,

who on several important occasions was the envoy

of the governor to the adjoining English colonies.

After the presentation, Dom. Sclyns preached his

inaugural sermon, and then read the call of the classis

aud their certificate of examination, with a testimo-

nial from the ministers of Amstci-dam, declaring that

during the time he had dwelt among them, he had

not only diligently used the lioly ordinances of God

for the promotion of his own salvation, hut had also

often edified their chnivli hy his acce]ital)le preach-

ing; and, moreover, had by his litV' and conversation

demeaned himself as a godly and jiious man, —

a

character which he never forfeited. The duties in

which he was now installed he continued to discharge
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for the proscrilx'd toriii witli zeal and tidelity. The

records ,>f tlie .liureli at IJrenkeleii tor this period,

are still pi'escrved in his own handwriting, and hear

ample evidence of his devntion to his railing, eliron-

ieling, -with rare simplicity, the ocenrrenei's in the

government of the ehnreh and the occasions of disci-

pline of his flock. Once we And him in collision

with the magistrates of the town in regard to an

atteni[>ted Jurisdiction cm their part (iver ;ui act of

ecclesiastic'al censure exercised hy hira towards one of

the church memhers. In a respectful h'tter he

refused to appear hcfore them or acknowledge their

right to take cognizance of the sentence pi'onounced

l.y him and his consistory. lie maintained that the

civil courts .'ould not try ofl'enc'cs arising purely out of

the ecclesiastical relation: and that the •omplainant

having suhmittcd himself to the canons of the church

hy hecoming one of its niemhei-s, was thci-ehy pre-

elude.l from taking the matter hcf>re the courts. In

this, as in some other ti-ying o.'casions of his life,

wdien he was hrought in conflict with others upon

(juestions of authority and power, he sustained the

flrmiu'ss, diginty and force <if rcascuiing. Ilis pen

and logic were never to he despised hy his opponents.

In his controversy with the magistrates of I'.reukeleu

his arguments prevailed.

During this stage of his nnnistry he married his

flrst wife, Machtelt t>iiecht, daughter of Herman
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Specht of the city of Utreclit, a young lady, if we

may trust liis owii cleseription of lier, of rare personal

beauty aud worth. He has transmitted her portrait

to us in a Ijirthday ode, commcueing,

" Siet de Stichtse nymplijeus luopcu,"

one of the prettiest pictures that conjugal affection

has ever drawn. These lines, apjiarently, were com-

posed shortly after his return fn.im this countr}- to

Holland. The marriage was solemnized at Xew

Amsterdam on the 9th of July, 16G2.

In the following year took place the horrible mas-

sacre of the Dutch settlei-s by the Indians at Esopus,

the residence of his fellow voyager and colleague in

the ministry, Dom. Blom. This tragical occurrence

produced a deep impression upon the minds of the

colonists, and was made the tlieme by Dom. Selyns of

one of his longest poetical etfusions. Tlie marriage

of Aegidius Luyck, rector of the Latin School in

New Amsterdam, was the occasion of an epithala-

mium in which he introduces a description of the

scene. He alludes to some natural occurrences which

he regards as omens presaging the calamity. This

allusion is the more noticable, liecause it is the only

reference to be found in the writings of the colonists,

to the great earthquake and meteoric phenomena

which in 1664 visited the northern parts of this con-

tinent, and which, according to reliable authorities,

were probalily the most terrific aud extraordinary
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convulsions of nature wliicli tlie earth has experienced

within the period df autlientic jinifane Instury.'

Altliou-:ii .k-si-nated to talvc cliar-e of the cliureli

atBreukelen, Mr. f^elvus did nut cdntine his pastoral

duties to that tnwii. In urder to make out a sutticient

salary, liovernor .Stnvvesaut enpiged him to preach

on tSundav evenings to a congregation of hoors and

negroes at his 1)ouwerv, or farni, in the suhnrhs of

New Amsterdam. Thc-se negroes, ahont forty in

nundier, were the manumitted slaves of the West

India Oomiiany, to whom a plot of land, designated as

tlie negro quarter, had heen assignt'd for their liahita-

tions iu that vicinity. J!ut although they themselves

were freed, their children were nevertheless hel.l in

bondage. The religious condition of this nnf irtunate

class is referred to in one of the letters of Dom.

Selyns, and his i-cmai-k is not without interest. "The

negroes," he writes, --have rei|nestiMl us at times to

baptize their children, hut we have ndiised to do so,

partly on account of their want of knowledge and

helief and partly on account of tlu' material and per-

verted object whic-hthey had in view, and wlii<-h was

nothing else than libci'ating their children from

Christian virtue. We ha\-e, ne\-ertheless, as was

becoming, useil every nutans to the extent of our

ability, for their instruction by [mblic and private

Hill' intiTosting particulars c

-Uid ill ii nutu to tlic poem retV
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catechizing, Imt witli little success among the old, who

have no tacnlty of comiirehension. Better promise

has been given hv the young who have reasoiiably

improved.'"' The nld negroes, of whose dullness of

intellect he complains, were natives of Africa and had

been inti-oduccd int<i tlie colony by the company.

Between this liumble and almost baiTen lield of labor,

and his Breukelen congregation, Selyns assiduously

applied his time and attention for the four years of

his engagement. During that time the cliurch at

Breukelen increased in numliers four-fold. As tlie

expiration iif the term greA\- near, liowever, he looked

anxiously forward to his return to his native land, to

fulfill, as he said, "another obligation which we all

owe to those who have begotten us,"— to gladilen the

eyes of his aged parents. He apjilied to tlic authori-

ties both here and in Fatherland for lca\e to go

home, and received it with honorable testimony of

having fully and satisfactorily fulfilled his obliga-

tions, lie left at-cordingly, in July, 1G64, a. few days

before the colony fell into the hands of the English.

When he left he undoubtedly did so with no intention

or expectation of returning to America. He liad

come out here originally as to a })rc]iaratory school to

fit himself for some more extended sphere of duty at

liome.

He appears to have remained unsettled for two

years after his return to Holland. In 1666 he was in

1 Letter to the cliissis, 9tli .June, 1004.
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charge of the coiigregatiou at Wavervcen, near

Utrecht, a rural village whose iiihaliitants gained their

subsistence principally hy liagging turf. lie has left

us some sprightly lines I'oninu'Uiurative (if this jilace.

Waverveen was nut then nor has it since heen a jilace

of any inqxirtance : and as yet Selyns was transferred

to no higher position than at Breukelen. Its poverty,

its turf and people he thus e]iigramnuitizes :

C4een koude lieu zyn meer tc vrecn,

Dan met ons Waveryeensche veen

;

Schoon't veen TiV'onlt asch en vecn-licns armor;

Maer aclit 'et voor geen scliaed noch schaud,

Dat 't kiudt syn moeder treedt en lirandt,

En macht syn vricndt en breeder warmer.

Thdugh burns the turf— tlie people poor,

Upon our Waverveen's peat moor,

None to be viewed with mow alarm are
;

But let it not arouse your ire,

The ehilil its mother sets on tire,

To make its i'riend and luotlier warmer.

In 1675 we tind he was tippdinted eluiiihiin in the

army of the sttites for that year;' Imt with tiie circum-

stanei's oi' his eomiei'timi -with the army we are

unac(piainted. It took place, however, at a critical

period of the history of the Xetherlauds,— when

France and .Kngland .oiispiivd t.igetlicr, and f mud

allies in the (iermtin princes to ti.ssi.st them, in the

htimiliation of the provinces. Whether this was the

first introtluction of Selyns into the army or whether

he wtis again tippointed does not tipjicar, hut it is evi-

dent he was no niieoiieerned witness of the etforts to

'Vecris. Kerk. Al. Noord lloll. 137,
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destroy liis native country. One of these German

princes was tlu> war prelate, tlie Bisliop of Aluuster,

who invaded Groninii-eu and Overyssel. The only

verses of 8elyns known to be in print, in Holland, are

to be found upon a plate representinii' the breaking of

the dyke whieli tliis Ijislmp (onstru<'ted, eight miles

long, in tlie summer of ITGo for the purpose of con-

tracting the river Veeht, in front of the city of

Coevenden, so as to cause the waters to rise and sub-

mei-ge the city and drown out the inhabitants if they

would not surrender. The dyke was in fact tiuished,

the waters were rising and had ahx'a<]y risen above

the counterscarps of the f )rtitications nt' the town, the

bishop was boasting of a certain ^•ictorv, when deliv-

erauee came to the citizens from a higher p<iwei' than

man. A violent storm agitating the body of waters

caused them to break through the dyke in several

places at the same time, drowning five hundred of the

besiegers and compelling the liishoji to raise the siege

and retire.' It is this event that the lines of Selyns

commemorate.

Hoe -wroet de Bisclmp iiicl syn niylcr is lict slyck

En stuwt Iiet water op, om CdcvvikIch tc wimicn!

Hy breeckt syn hoge eedt, Godt breeckt syu lioge dyck,

Die sender Godt begint, wat baet 'et te beginnen ?

By Groniugen was 't vyer, nu 't water sender vrucht.

Strydt, Bischop, strydt nict mcer, oft strydt met aard en luclit.

His luitrc in tlie mire, bow did the Bishop strike,

And dam the water up, so Coeverden to win !

He breaks liis lofty oath, God breaks his lofty dyke.

Who without God begins, what boots it to begin?

' Holl. Merc. Oct. 1073, p. 201-

12
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At Groniniicn 'I was the fir; iKnv, (if fruit the irntfr's liare.

Strive, Bisliop, strive nii more, cir strive witli i,irtli and <iii:

With the exception of his temporary ehaphiiiiey in

tlie army, Selyns passed sixteen years of liis life in

the ohseurity of Waverveeii witliout any nc:itieeal)le

iiii'iik'iit ^\hii-h has ceime down to ns in Ids career.

We d(i, indeed, tind him lu'esidinn-, dnring this time,

liver an eeelesiastieal meeting caded at AYaverveen for

(irdination of a miidster, hut that is all. He seems to

liave hoeii cuiteiit witli his pdsitinu, than wliidi none

can he imagined less desiralile. in preference to

tlie higliest place in the American church ; f .r in

IGTO. npdii the death .if l\ev. .Jdamics Megaiinkmsis

of Xew York, he rerciverl and declined a call from

the church there to hccome ass.uaated with the kev.

Samuel Di-isius in its charge. lUit at a later period

lie changed his min<h Upon tlic death .if Drisius

and of the Kev. \Yilliam Xienw.Mihuyscn. wh.i had

taken the pla.-e whi.k had lu'cn .hu-lincl hy Selyns, the

call was urgently renewc.l hy tlf same .•hmvh ; and

he then ac.'cpt.'d.' lie accrdingly left his native

lan.l again, an. 1 n.iw f.ir the last time, to .-ast his lot

fir life in America. He arrive.l at Xew Y.nk in the

summer .if llJSii. where he was rcelved '• hy the

whole cdugregati.in with great afh'cti.in and joy."

The rec.ille.-tions .if his former nnnistrati.ms were

fresh in iheir min.ls. an.l li.ith pastor and pe.iple were

happy in an alrea.ly tri.'d r.dati.inship with each ..ither.

iDe Witt's Dis. on f.ill, Duteh Church, 70,
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But ho had now eiitored upon a nioro extendod aud

arduous held of hilmr than ho had ovor Hhod before,

and ho devoted hinist^-lf to it with zeal and industry.

His own aeoount, innnediatclv atU'r his arrival at New
York, wiU best ex[ihun liis woriv. ''On my arrival

liere I eommenred [irearhing tlirec times a week, and

have carried out my purpose thus far; but as the

number of the people attending the church both from

the city and its suburlis is greater than the church

can accommodate, it is in c'outemplation to build a new

one, or, at least, to make more room by means of a

large gallery. I devote Sunday evenings to catechiz-

iug the children, who multiply in this country more

than in any other }iart of the world. In addition to

this, I have agreed to preach at Bergen, a place

situated on the river, three Mondays in the year,

morning and evening, aud to administer the Lord's

supper. I found a new church there and adminis-

tered the communion to 13-1 members. At other

times they attend service here. The Harlem people

come here to the Lord's supper, but I have promised

to preach there once a year for the purpose of con-

firming elders and deacons. They have nominated to

us, conformably to a certain understanding of the

19th of June, 1672, a double number of elders and

deacons, out of whit-h a single member is to be

chosen for the consistory, which will now be con-

firmed. With this exception, there is no diflerence

as regards church government, between you aud the
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m'tliorlandcTs in all this ccnutiy. Wc hold Divine

sorvice both here ami in tho rural districts, whiTcver

it is inqKn-tant, imhliclv. in doli-'htful ijuift and

withotit the least dittiddty.

"AVe and the English inliahitants use the san.e

elitireh. They perform their services at the eom-lu-

sioii of ours, hy reading the C'onniion I'rayer. They

have a clerk, lint no minister, except one \vlu_) marries

and hajitizes in private hotises. bttt does not iireach.

There is here a Lutheran church and minister, who

li\es in this city in summer and at Alhuny in winter.

JJesides these, there are Quakers, Jews and Laba-

dists; the (Quakers bciiii;- most nunierotis, the Jews

next, and the Labadists the least. The last are in

the habit of attendin-- my rest-day preachin-'. both

themselves. As rcLi'ards papists there are none, or

else they come with us ur the Lutherans.-' '

In ..rder to understand this allusinn to the Labadists,

it may be necessary to recaU a foi-yotten chapter in

our early histoiw. In the latter pai't of KIT'.i, two

speakin- brothers, as they were called, of the f .ilow-

ers of .lohn de Labadie. .ame from Wiewaard in

Frieslaud to Xew York on a tour of exphu-ation fur a

place to found a colony of that sect. After traveliuy

over Long Island and Staten Island, up the Xorth

lUver to Albany, and eastward to Lostou, and travers-

ing Iv^ew Jersey, and along the Delaware, tluw tinally

Letttr to tlie classis of .Vmslerdam, October L>8tli, lOy^
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determined npou a site in Maryland, where tliev

actually formed a settlement on tlie manor of Angus-

tine Heermans, called ISTew Bohemia. In order to

aid this settlement they sought pi'oselytes in 'New

Amsterdam. The Lahadists professed the doctrines

of the Dutch church, liut a(h>}ited some peculiarities

more of practice than faith, not vciy dissimilar to

those of the Shaking Quakers of modern time.s.

These two hrethren s])ent much of tlicir time in New
York, from Avhence they nnidc their journeys of

ol)Scrvatit:in of the country, and wiicrc, in fact, they

obtained the members of their new cornmunit)-. A
sou of Augustine Heermans, residing in jS'ew York,

was one of their princijial converts, and through him

they obtained the hinds in Cecil county in ^Maryland,

where the}- iinally settled.

Dom. Selyns gives some further explanations of

the proceedings of the two tourists in a letter to Rev.

"Willcm a-Brakel, who wrote a volume on the

doctrines of the Lahadists. Speaking of them, Mr.

Selyns, writing from ISTcw York, to that distinguished

divine, says: "In order not to be taken for Laha-

dists,— though neither the name nor doctrine were

known in these [larts,— they came over here under

assumed names. P. Schluyter took the name of

Vorsman, and Jas. Bankers, tluit of Schilder. This

being exposed, they said it Avas done in order that

they might not be written after, and, especially, that

tliese were their apostolic names. They regularly
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attended eliurcli and said they liad iiotlnno- against

my ddctriues ; tliat they were of the Uefovnied eliureh.

and stood hy the lieidellierg Cateeldsni and Dor-

dreeht e.intessinn. Vdrsniau gave himself out as a

physieiaii, hut '//'-^iirrisshil in jiraclirt, and Sehilder as

a wine-raeker. Afterwards, in order to lay the

grc.nud-work for a seliism. they hegan liolding meet-

ings with elosed doors, and to rail out against the

ehureh and eonsistory, as tjodom and Egyjit, and

saying they must separate from the ehureh; they

eould not eoiiie to the serviee. or hold communion

with US. They then ahsented themselves from the

ehureh. And I may say they were more emjiloyed in

olitaiinng persons of ditferent trades than of godli-

ness, who will tind when it is too late that they have

heen cheated; for they are re<iuii-ed to sell their

houses and g Is, leave this lan.l of darkness, and go

to Xew r.ohemia. which is the true land of G.ishen.

I fear it will terminate fatally.'"'

The pr.iphecy of Dom. Selyns in relation to the

fate of those jiersons who were seduced into the

attennit to form the settlement at Xew Jiohemia was

fulfilled. The colony dwindled away, and the land,

early in the last century, passed into other han.ls.

Like the parental society at Wiewaard, it is now

merely a memorial foi- the historian to illustrate the

folly of men and women ]iroposing to live togctln'i- in

cloister life, with a eomnnmity of property and goods.

' Leere en Levdiuge der Labudistcn, Ed. HnU. 1738, p. 5U-7.
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The colony in ^raiyland scandalized the brethren in

Fatherland hy l)ec(niiiiii;- slaveholders, and relapsing

into other practices nf tlic inhahitants of the conntry,

inconsistent with the views df the tninider of the sect.

The true nature of man hotli here and there asserted

its power, and tlie entire s<H-ial tlieorics and doctrines

of Be Labadie ilissched before the tire of human

passion enkindled in the human bosom by the Creator

for wise and certain puri)()ses.

'

' The colony of the Labadists was planted on a piece of the terri-

tory granted to Augustine Heermans, a Bohemian, and an inhabitant

of New Amsterdam, by the first Lord Baltimore, for his services in

preparing a map of Maryland. This patent was at the junction of

what is now called Bohemia river and the Elk river, where they

empty into the Chesapeake, and was called Bohemia Manor. The
land of the colony borders on the line of the state of Delaware, but

lies, with the exception of a few acres in the state of Maryland.

Ephraim Heermans, a son of Augustine, was, at the time of the visit

of the two Labadists to New York, employed in one of the public

offices, and became a convert to their system, from which he,

however, afterwards apostatized. Through his instrumentality, as

obsei-ved in the text, his lather conveyed, in 1083, to Peter Sluytcr,

or Vorsman and others, land to the amount of 3750 acres, upon

which the colony was actually established. The whole of the land

thus conveyed, soon aftem-ards passed into the sole proprietorship

of Sill}'ter or Vorsman. In 1698 a partition was made and Sluyter

conveyed to the members of the colony portions in severalty. In

1722 he made his will, by which he devised his own portion to his

son-in-law, Petrus Bouchell. Peter Bayard, of New York, was one

of the original grantees, and was probably one of the members of his

congregation, alluded to by Dom, Selyns, led off by the new doctrine.

He, however, withdrew from the colony, and on the partition

Sluyter conveyed hjs portion to his son, Samuel Bayard, whose

descendants continued in possession of it until 1789. The land upon

which the manor-liouse of Bolicniia manor stood belongs at the

present time, or did recently lielcnii;-, tn lion. Rirliard 11. Kayanl of

Delaware.

We are UKk-bted for tlir facts in rrlati.m to tlie title of the lands of



98 MEMOIR OF SEIA'NS.

Sclviis HOW occiqiiod an iiiiportaiit Y'o^'tiiui in the

dmivlK's of tlio iin.viu.-... His cuimTOgati.ni was not

only tlio lai-i;-i'st in tlio country, Init it omliniced

anion-- its nioiuliors nion of tlio liiyliost so.'ial and

p(diti<'al standin--. win. lor many yoars cxoi'tod groat

bo particularly mentioned Stejiliamis A'an C'ortlandt,

i^ieliolas Bayar.l. doannes ])e J'eyst.T and :i)r. Johan-

nes Kcrfliyl. His cJMnvh was at the seat of L^-overn-

ini.nt,— the metropolis, Nvhere the other churches of

the col,,ny naturally looked for aid and advice.

^Moreover, he had assumed its duties at a most critical

period in the hist<.ry of the ecclesiastical affairs of the

Dutch inhahitants, when the greatest wisdom ami

privileges. The political character, and with it the

ecclesiastical relations of the country, had entirely

changed ,hu-ing his al.sence in Holland. Tlie Knglish

c.,n(|uest had taken place, and the colonies had, hy

treaty stipulations, heen irretricvahly transferred to

r.ritish rule. Ceneral cclesiastical jui-isiliction over

the land no loniiTr centered in the (dassis of Amster-

the Labadists on Bohcniki miincr tn (Jcnr;:!' L. I)a\ is, K^i\.. et' Balti-

more, the authoi- of T/i, J),ii/ St,,,- of Ai,„iiniii Fru,!,.,,,. \\\w Iciiidly

1 Id VIS till- ilcciiiii.'iits Ooiii wliich llicy arc dciivcd.

lay al<.. (•..iisiill .Mr. l)a\is's iiitcivsliii.J veluiiic tcir

iat'i..ii. For 111,- .aili.r lii^tnry ..tllic ,nl,,ny at New
..Illy printi-.l source ot iiiCiniiation is Dittelliacli's

V ili r Ijihiidish II, ,\nisl, Ki'.i'J. iSoiiic later purticu-

-athered IVoiii llie journal ot Samuel ISownas, the

lier, uho vi>ilrd ilie eol,„iv in 17(12, ami louml there a
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dam; and its special autliority over tlie Dutch

churclies liere, was entirely witliout le<i'al sanction.

In contemiilation of law, tlie nieniljers of tliese

elinrches were in tlie position of sejiaratists oi- dis-

senters from the estahlishe.l church of Knc-hnid. and

Avere toK'rated only under the articles of the surren-

der, which provided that the Dutch should '-enjoy

liliei'ty of their consciences in di\ine worship and

church discipline." When 8el3-ns arrixed in Xew

York, the country was under the pi'oprietary goA'ern-

meut of the Duke of York. No provision of law

had been made to set-ure these iirivileges. Govi'rnor

Andros had actually inducted, hy authority of the

Duke of York, the Rev. Nicholas Kenslaer, an Episc'o-

palian elergyman, as minister of the Dutch church

at Albany,— an act of prerogative which Domine

Nieuwenhuyseu and the consistories of Xew ^'ork

and Albany, resisted with the greatest determination.'

This action on the part of the Didce's government

shows, on tlie one hand, how that goveiMinient under-

stood its powers, and on the other how highly the

inhabitants jirized the right of choosing tlieir own

ministers. The Duke exercised absolute and arbitrary

power through governors of his own aiipointnicnt.

1 Upon this question, all the Dutch churches of the colony made
common cause and resisted the induction of Dom. Renslaer, as a

dangerous precedent. Nieuwenhuysen, was the minister of the

church at New York, and the immediate predecessor of Sclyns.

Jacob Leisler, who afterwards became the people's governor of the

province, also violently opposed the act, and was imprisoned in

conseciuence. See t.'ol. lli!<l. Ill, 5i(i,

13



100 JIEMOIR OF SELYXS.

Governor Xicoll jirddaimeil at IIcinpsteiKl, imnierli-

ately aftiT tlu' cuKjucst, in ItiiU. a rn.le of laws tor

tlie ii-ovornnient of the Duke's territories, colkH-ted

out of the laws in force in tlie otlirr Britisli colonies:

luit that made no iirovision for allowing- the churclies

the privile-'es which tlicy had fornicrlv enjoyed. It

ga\-e toleration of i_>|iiinoii hut exjircssly autliorized

the majority of tlic inhahitants of any town to call,

and maintain hy tax on the town, miii protestant

minister. The Dutcli |io]iulation were, tlierefore,

uneasy and dissatisfied. The riii'ht of callini;- a minis-

ter should he in the congregation, and they alone

should he liahle f.r his sui^port. They, therefore,

liailed theannount'cnient with jcy. wlien, on the arrival

of Govei'uor Doiigan, in Ihs:!, it was proclaimed that

an a,-senddy of tlie people was to l,e immediately con-

voked, with ]io\ver to enai-t jirojier laws. Ti.i the

estahlishment of the rights and privileges of the

Dut.-h churches, on this ,.c,-asion. Selvns was fullv

Although the inditical and legal relations hetweeu

the American clnnvhes and the church in Holland

had heen effectually and finally severe.l, the ecclesiast-

ical authority of the latter continued to he t-xercised

and aeknowle.lged among flie Dutch themselves, the

same as hefore the I'onipiest. Ministei's wert' still

appointed hy the classis of Amster.lam. and to that

hody th.y- rendered an aecomit of their stewardship.

Ordinatioii for the Ik.Iv <iflice was, huleed. sometimes
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made here/ but the recipient was subjected to the

same classical jurisdiction and accountability. This

relation was observed as a matter both of necessity

and incHnation on tlie part of the poeple. There

were no adequate means in tins country, at first, other-

wise to supply the pulpits with proper preachers ; and

on the other hand, the hearts of the Dutch yearned

towards the institutions of the land of their ancestors.

This dependence of the colonists ujMjn Holland for

spiritual teachers, begat the cxcn-isc i>f authority by

those there who supplied tlicir -wants. A correspond-

ence, more or less close, was ke}it u}) by letter between

the ministers and the classis. Dom. Selyns wrote

regularly once a year, and sdinctinies oftener, explain-

ing the condition of his church. His letters frequently

threw light on the movements of other churches than

those of the Dutch, and

and possess additional

reason.

One feature of these

striking the mind of tlie

in wliicn lie alwavs si

on p



102 MEMOIU OF SELYXS.

and ministers. In his contiilontial intci'fonrso -witli liis

sniK'ricii's he nii-iit Ijc cxiK-rteil U< have cxhiliited some

seetarian spirit in rugai'il to th^'ir progress <ir merits

;

jet we find nothin,-' of the kind in tliem, Imt,

on the contrary, exju'essions of satisfaction at tlu'ir

success; and where lie (h.ies conchanii, it is easy to he

seen tliat he (h-es so ,,n no narrow or seltisli grounds.

A character so Hheral and andahle couhl not lielp

en(k'arin- liim to those around him, and inviting

tlieir .<nitiden<-e. We find him. accordingly, not only

helovcd hy his own congregation, hut on terms of

frien<lship with the heads of the government and his

colleagues in the other churches in Xew Y..rk. and in

horing ccdonies. lie was ]u-ohalily known to tlie

ministers at Boston, at the time of his tirst resichuice

in Xew X\'therland. as we timl among his p,,cms one

in Latin np.m some verses addressed hy the liev.

John Wils..u,the tirst minister of Hostou. t.. ( ;..veruor

.Stuyvesant.' But his i-(u-respou(h.nce with them after

his return to Xew Y(.irk was freipient.

iMr. Wilsnn .licil ill 1(107, iin.l, c..n-r,,,„.iillv, when Sclyiis «a> n.,l

ill tlii,- .•.miili-y. Tl.i> i...rin, tlicivli.n-, inii>l liavc l.cni «iin,.|i

lictoiv lie Ictl tci- Jlcllaii.l. Hi- Mil.>r,iu,.ni c.nv.^iH.iHl.'iicc u illi

Cotten M:itli,i-, iK.I only aiMHiirs trnin varicus iiiliiiialions in liis

letters aii.l his liii.lat.>n |"hiii pivlixr,.! to the Magnalia, Imt IVcim

the dlreii tr-limony, t'uniislicil liy r^cngucrdius, uf Sclyiis himself.

yiv. Wilson's \(is(s tc (iovcniDi' Stuyvcsiuit are probably lost.

\\r arc. iliiiit'.in , unable lo slate the occasion of his writing them;

bill cf hi- liabii .it tiiu-. a.Mi-ev-iiiLC persons, Cotton blather remarks,

lliat be hail m> nimble a laeiibv i,f putting' his (h'voiil llniu-lils into
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He speaks in no less kindly terms of William

Peiui, who arriveil in this (.-onntrv ahont this time,

while he expresses his eondemnation of the cnthnsi-

astie prineiples, as ho styles them, of the Quakers.

Many of the Duteh families remained on the Dela-

ware after the arrival of Penn, and lie(/ame denizens

of his proprietorship. Selyns warned them against

his religious doctrines. In his letters lie briefly

touches upon these different to})ies of interest to the

ehureh. Thus he wrote to the elassis: " I reeeived

uo answer from you l)y Doniine Dellius,' It is impos-

sible for me to neglect this correspondence. I may

forget my right hand, but you never. * * * j

have commenced a regular catechizing of an hundred

youth in the summary of tlie Heidelbergh catechism.

that ever man used, of sending poems to alVpersoas, in aUx)laces,onaU

occasions ; and upon this, as well as upon greater acct)uuts, was a

David unto the flocks of our Lord in the wilderness." Mapialia,

III, 41.

' Rev. Godfridus Dellius, minister at Albany, arrived here from

Holland in August, 1683. He was a man of learning, and devoted

much attention to the conversion of the Mohawk Indians living in

and around Albany ; but he became obnoxious to the colonial

government, and was Anally compelled to leave his church and

return to Europe, in 1699. He obtained from Governor Fletcher a

grant of land on the North river, above Saratoga, seventy miles long

by twelve wide, and another on the Mohawk, in conjunction with

William Pinhorn and Evert Bancker, fifty miles in length. Both
grants were afterwards vacated by act of assembly, for extravagance

and want of consideration. Lord Bellamont gave a terribly severe

account of him to the lords of trade, (IV Col. Hint. 488-90), but that

governor was so much prejudiced against the Anti-Leislerian party

that his statements should be received with great caution. Dellius

applied, through his agent here, to the assembly, in 1714, for some
arrears due him, and obtained the pa}'ment of one half the amount.
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This is gone throngli with every tliree months, ami

from them are admitted to tlie ehnreli tli(ise who

are fit, after a public confession. This is to my

church a great benefit, to ni}- consistory, a satisfaction,

and to my own soul, a comfort. * * * =^

•• I have nothing to complain of on the score of

entertainment. Mj congregation is engaged in buihl-

ing for me a large house, three stories high, all of

stone, and based on a foundation of unmerited love.

The neighboring villages,— though too much for one

person to attend to,— I have not snttcrcd to be

neglected, preaching there ilondays and Thursdays,

or administering the Lord's supjicr. thanks-prcacliing,

and jicrforming church cnntii'matidu. I am sustained

by the [)Ower (.)f God. How much more is it manifest

in my infirmity !

" Domine Peter Daille, hite lu'ofessor at f>ahnui-s,

has become my colleague. He is full of lire, godli-

ness and learning. Banished on account of his

religion, he maintains tlu' eause of Jesus I'lirist with

untiring zeal. Eev. -lolm Gordon lias eouie over for

the purpose of taking charge of the service in tlie

English Church. * * *

"Lord Longan, our new governor, lias arrived at

last, and has informed me and my consistory that his

orders from the Duke were to allow liberty of con-

science. His excellency is a man of information,

politeness and afi'al)i]ity. I have had the pleasure to

receive a call from iiini, and am permitted to call
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Upon him whenever I desire. The next assembly,

which is couvolied for the pui-pose of enacting reason-

able laws for us and onr postei'itj, will determine

what is best for the country and church.

"At New Castle, where Domiue Coelman was

called, it is cpiiet.' On Sundays a sermon is read, but

the people are too few in number to support a minis-

ter. Some of them, particularly those of means, have

left. By reason of William Penn's coming over, and

government, a great change has taken place there.

His Honor, who is a very eloquent man, preaches

himself, and preaches learnedly. I would not advise

any one, with the uncertainty as regards these enthu-

siasts, to go there as a minister.

" The position of the church in 'Sew England is

better. At Harvard, tliere is a college which sends

forth much learning, and many learned men, as

appears by the accompanying list." Domine Caleb,

an Indian, is a minister among the Indians. At

' This relates to Kev. Jacobus Coelmau of Sluys, in Flanders, who
had embraced Labadisni, and for that reason was called by the

church at New Castle on the Delaware, where Sluyter and Danckers

had secured a controlling influence. Coelman, however, did not

come. He probably had already, before the action of ilic coiiijiTiia-

tion at New Castle, renounced Labadism, as he publishnl, in iiis:;, an

exposure of its errors in a work under the title nf llisi,,ris,h V, r-

hi.l„„i„ ,„], ,h r l,,l„„lisl, „. »/„ ,iru„jh , I, n.l. r1,,,,l,r„ln.,i. „ „„ I ,1. ,r,,l,r

h.;i!li,i;ih -/,/ .,lnr^ \\v liken- Ihi' .lancing' cil' llic l.alKi.lisIs U, Ihat

of til.' J),, ;;..,.< and of III.- Indians in New XrtlnTland, in lluir Kiiitc-

knyc, or Cuntica, of which he seems to speak of his personal

knowledge as if he had once been in this country, p. 105.

^The list inclosed was a catalogue of Harvard College, to which it

has Ijeen presented, it being the only copy in existence of that date.
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l)(ist(iii, tlio e:i|iitul of Xow England, there are four

ministers.' I liave heen welcomed liy them hy letter,

and have, c.rcr/'/is ( .n-ijiiaidis xoivoviwv &=gizi; from the

same. They assimilatt' to tlie Presln-terians, esjie-

rially as regards haptism.

"Friim the letters of Dom. Voshiiyl and a passen-

ger from (:'ura(;a>>, we learn that the <-onditi(in of tlie

<'hur.-li tlicre is good, Init, in conseiiiienee of the

failni'e of commerce, many are inclined to coinc and

The hopes entertained in regard to the action of

the asscmhiy were hardly realized. It was the iirst

assemhly of the people ever held in the province.

Ileretofoiv tlie laws, like the code in-..mulgate(l at

Hempstead, came ostensihly from the conrt of

assizes, composed of the justices of the peace. The

new asscmhiy nn.^t on the ITtli of Octohcr, Kis:!. On

the :!Oth of the same month, it ]iasseil an act "for the

lietter estahlishing the government of the province,

and that jnsti.'c and right might he done eqtially to

all persons within the same." P-csides affiiniing tlie

.-ivil rights of the pe<,ple, it declared what wcr.^ their

religions privileges and estahlished the legal p<.sition,

iTIk'sc were Itrv. Jiiincs .Vllcii, ,.f llir First Cliiircli, l!,-v. InciTasu

.Mather (if tlH'X..itli nninli, nn,l li.'V. Snmu.l Wilhiid of tlir Old

Snulli, all nu'ii ,.t ciniiiciKc in llu-ir .lay. Thr louiMli \Nas, prnLahlv,

Ihr IH. Ir.s C'lllinrni i!r\ , Cell,.,, Mali,,,-, ulin « as llirn niticialilli;

as an asMslanI t.. his lalhrv in the Xertli fhurcli, tlumuli lie was net

er.lainr,lasilsi,aslnrnnlillli.Mi,'\l year.

-J..tlcrt..tli.Mlassis, (Iclcl.ia-, ;;|, KISS,
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of the churches. It provided tliat all the existiiio-

Christian churches of the jnMvincc sliDuld '-1)0 held

and reputed as privileged chiirclics, and enjoy all

their fornu-r freedom of tlieir religion in Divine

worship and church discipline, and that all former

conti"acts made and agreed on i'or the maintenance of

the several ministers of the said churches shall stand

and continue in full force and virtue, and that all con-

tracts for the future to be made, should he of the

same power." This was a full recognition of the

right of the churches to contract for their own minis-

ters. The statute is known as the Duke's charter of

liberties and jmmleges, and as such is found still in our

modern collections of the statutes. Eut, in truth, it

never became an operative law. If it ever received

the sanction of the Duke, it, on the contrary, was

rejected by him as king, in council, on the 3d of

March, 1685,— this province ha\-ing been devolved on

the crown by the accession of the Duke to the throne,

on the death of Charles. One of the objections pre-

sented against the act by tlie council was, that the

provision for confirming the contracts of the several

ministers, although agreeable to the practice in ISTew

England, was not conformable to that of the other

plantations. The statute, invalid as it \\-as, is important,

however, because it shows i\w relatixe feelings of the

people, and the crown, and the commencement of the

struggle here for religious freedom. It indicates,

moreover, the direction of the etibrts of the Dutch

14
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Sir K.hvanl Aii.ln.s, the tnriiKT .nT.vcniur ,,f Xew

Yurk, wli(_) had hccii apiMMiitLMl o-,,\(.ni(ir of Xew

En--lan(l, sn.-c,...(U'(l l),,ii-aii as g,,vrnior again of

Xew Yurk, witli Xcw .Icrsi'v, in lUSS, tlms iucluding

all the provinces north and east of reniisvlvania

under his jiirisdietioii. S.. Xew York ceased to he

in the form of government lirought no change in the

poli.-y towards the cliurches. Tliey continued hy

sutieiance mei'i'ly to enjoy tliose riglits wluch were

contemphited in tlie charterof lihertii's ami pri\ileges.

])om. 8e]yns devoted Idmself in the meanwliik'

assiduously to tlie duties, ,f his calling, commnnicat-

ing reguhirly as usual hy letter t,. the classis.

"Sir Edward Andros," he wiltes, Get. Id, 1(588,

"Governor at Itoston, who has now also entered uiioii

the government of Xew York and Jersey, having

nia. helongsto the .-hurcl, ..f England. Understand-

ing ami speaking hoth Low Dnt.'h and French he

attends my jireac-hing and tliat ..f -\1. Daill,^. The

rising thundergust of s,-l,ismatic kahadisui and the

l,riil,i ct hriilaV,,! lightning of fantasli,- (^lakerism have

uiostly vanished, without uiore ado, into smoke.

twelve Lahadistic a]iostles, and are striviug to till wy

ihlv.iii WM,
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their yniveyai-d in Xew Bolieiina. It -will tiiially

come to uanylit. Tclk'nai'i-lias packed up his (Quaker

goods in urdci' to hecoiiic a justice of tlie peace in a

viUage in reiinsylvania. To snlisist witliout God was

an inipossihle tiling. W(.)ukl tliat sin eoukl l)e so

dinnnislied and godliness tlms increased through the

wliole hunk But dykes and dams break through,

more and more, and place this hiud iu the mostmiser-

ahle flood of unrighteousness. God preser\-e us from

more sin and keej) us tVoni proportionate pimishment.

"It has pleased the Lord to visit this city and most

of the eountry with a new kind of measles, and a

rehipsing of the same. Dom. Scliaats of Xew Albany,

arrived at his HOth year, l)egins to fail and preaches

once a fortniglit. This iiatriareh may at any moment

he removed to the land of the jiatriarchs. Our

French brethreu are doing well, and their t-ongrega-

tions increase remarkably by the daily arrival of

French fugitives. At Xew Castle the French minis-

ter is deaik About live leagues from here, Avhere

Noya Pvupella (Xew Rochelle) is built up, a new min-

ister, <lr i,on,, has arrived. Thus the church of

Christ extends to the east and to the west; and

whether, by these means, the d of heaven will be

oiK-ned for the In.lians, who are blind of faith, aiul

wild of manners, time will show. It seems as if (iod

himself, looking upon this time of ignorance in these

parts, proclaims everywhere for men to repent."

Hitherto, the career of fSelyns, had lieen undis-
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turlioil l)_v any opposing inHuenoe. Peace and pleas-

antness had nninterrn^itedly pi'evailed in Ins elim-(di.

The congreg'atiim had heen tVirtunate in luiving an

able, zealous and gudlv minister, the ministef, not less

so in an atfeetitmate and eontiding pe(ii)le. Tlie eause

of the one liad lieen the eanse of the other, and both

had iMirne a eoninion fate, wlietliei- in prosju'i-itv or

adversity. l!ut the apple (if pofitieal diM-ord was nuw

t(i be thrown into tlieir midst, and the harninjiy which

by internal <lissensi<>n, not U> lie thdrunghly healed

during the remainder nf his lit'e. The wave of the

English rev.ihitii.n which placedWilliain and Mary nii

the thrdue, I'eaehed New Y(irk in May. KJS'.i. The

eity then ecintaiued a somewhat mixed pdpulatinn. as

to nationality. The Dntdi still maintaine<l their

ascen(K"n.-y in nnndiers. retaining the feelings of their

ancestors against tlie power of the iiajial see. ^'ext

to tliem were the French Ilngucnots. mIio both befire

ami alter the revocation of the edict of Xantz, had

taken up their abcide in the city and adja.'ent villages,

to escape the perse.-nlion of T.iuis XIA'. Many of

them, especially the earlier emigrants to the colony,

had. like the pilgrims of Xew Englaml, ]iassed tirst

into lbillan<l and s.iionnied there bef .re endiarking

for this country: while ILilland herself had become

au object of hostility of the French king, in conse-

cpience of affording an asylum to these persecuted

protestants, and for that reason thej- left her shores for
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New York. There was on the part of both the Dutch

and French inhal)itants a sympathetic dread of catlio-

lic iotluence. Tlie po^ndar mind was tlius already

prepared when the news of the revohitiou reached

here, for the outln-eak, liaving for its object the deposi-

tion of the governor and council of James, and

which resulted in placing Jacob Leisler at the head of

the government. But while the popular feeling ran

strongly in favor of installing a new governor, the

Dutch clergy denied the necessity of such a course.

The principal men of wealth and influence in the

colony were opposed t(i it ; and the ministers were

naturally in sympathy with them. Some of these

men occupied places under the old government.

Stephen Van Cortlandt and Nicholas Bayard, mem-

bers of the kings council, and I'eter Schuyler, mayor

of Albany, were members uf the Protestant Dutch

church, and by birth of the same country as King

William himself. It was idle to suppose, as the Leis-

lerians charged, that these persons or the Dutch

clergy were inclined to favor papal power, when by

birth and religion they must have been in favor of the

prince of Orange. There was, therefore, suflicient

ground in the first instance, at least, for the course of

the Dutch clergy. All men of reflection, conserva-

tive feelings and cpiiet habits like ministers of the

gospel, would naturally refuse their sanction to the

usurpation of authority under such circumstances.

Besides, there were strong personal objection to Leis-
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ler. IK' was iioT tliuir (.•oniitrviiiau. lie was imt a

DutcliiiiaH. l.iit was a Guniiaii from Fraiiktuit, a mere

advuiiTiircr, wlio liad liy industry and prudciire, after

loaviiij;- tlie military service nf the West India C'cun-

pany, in wliieli he had heeii en-a-e.l as a eomnn.n

s.ddier, a.-quir.'.! ennsi.k'rahh' property, and the intlu-

enee wliieli wealtii heyets. lie was an uidetteivd

man. The ministers liad no hond of nationaUty or of

social svnipatliy witli him. But it must Vie confesse(h

that whatever reason ^^elyns and his collea--nes ]ia(h at

the outset, in opposiuii'liis government, they committed

ii great error in e<_intinning tlieir ojiposition alter its

estahhshment. The poptdar heart was witli Leisler.

He represented three-fourths or more of tlie wliole

popidation, Dutch as well as English. He was in fact

governor from the lirst hy the voice of the people:

and when the king's govermnent addressed tlieii'

<]espatch, which arrived in Decemher. IGSii, to the

cohuiial govt'rnment here, "to such asyi-r //„ tuiir hu'iii/

takes care f.U' preserving the peace, and administei'ing

the laws in his majesty's province of Xew York."

therehy admitting the prohahle if not certain deposi-

tion of the firmer government, and acknowledging,

hy riyal act. the existing autliority, wliatevt'r it nnglit

he, he hccame governor of right. (J[ipo,-ition to his

and Leisler was eiitii'ely Justilied in adopting the

vigorous uieasures which he resorte<l to in order

t.i jMit it down. The Dntcli unnisters preachino-
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hostility to his authority were iiropcr ohji'cts of his

atti'iition, and he did not hesitate to ht^stow it niioii

tlieiu. Dellius, who had iiitlueiieed the minds of the

people of Alhauy a<;-aiiist hiiii, was suiiiiuoiied to Xew
York: Imt he fled to Jiostoii, and remained there

until the storm hlew over. A^ariek, minister of the

elmrehes on Long Island, who openly prcaehed

against the revolution, eseaped to Xew Castle, on the

Delaware; Init soon returning was ari'ested at his

house in Flathush, l.iy order of Leisler, dragged to

prisou, tried and eouvicted under an indietment foi'

treason, and senteneed to be deposed from his min-

isterial functions. Selyns remained at his post, the oidy

Dutch clergyman on duty in the province for a consid-

erable time, as Tessehenmaker was massacred at

Schenectady, in February, 1690, and Van der Bosch,

of Kingston, Imd been deposed the year before.

Selyns had committed no overt act, rendering himself

amenable to the law, but he was in such close com-

munication and sympathy with the leaders of the

opposition, that he was constantly watched. He was

suspected of concealing Bayard, and his house was

searched liy public officers for the purpose of discover-

ing him. His service in cliurcli, of \\-hich Leisler

was a member, was intcrnqitt'd by Leisler lumself,

who there threatened o]ieiily to sik'Uce him. His let-

ters to Holland and elscwliere were stopped in transit

and opened by ordei- ni' the government. His fec^lings

of hostilitv to Leisler were ao-gravated. no doubt, in a
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larc-o (loa'rec liy those circumstances, and were carried

liy liini tci tlie --rave itself. He was one of those who

ajiproved and reconnnended the c-ari-vinf;- into execu-

tion the scntt'nce of that iiopuhir header, when

Slou^-litci' wisely liesitated and (h'sired to wait until

he coidd ohtaiii the ^ie\\s of the home government on

the iiropriety of the act. AVhile Leisler was lying- in

prison, the hel[iless suhjeet of a political prosecution,

and the propi.M- olijuct of consolation from the minis-

ters of religi.m. Sdyns preached a sernnui against

him. from the verse of the Psalmist ; "Iliad fainted

unless I had hclieved. to see the goodness of the Lord

in the land of the Hving." This proceeding on his

part was, in the mildest view of the case, most injudi-

,-ious and unwise. His ,,ppositi.ui iiad already

estranged from him the Leislcrian iiortion of his con-

gregation. He atfected to call them men of iuconsid-

erahle influence. They, nevertheless, refused to con-

triliute to his salary: and the refusal continued under

this fresh provocation f >r several years. He appealed

to the classis to interfere, and even sought through

that hody the nunidate of King William, supinjsing.

tliat, as a J)nt<-hnian. he could he induced hy the

ecclesiastical authorities at Amsterdam to compel the

jiayment of liis arrears. He intinnited that he would

in c,)nse(inence of withholding the salary he f .reed

to give u\> his ministry here and return to Holland.

The classis, in a proper spirit, adx'ised him to paciiy

and win back the alienated hearts of his flock, and to
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saii'er and forget all in love ; and also addressed a

letter in the same s[iirit to the ^()nsist(lry and eonyre-

gation. The diffieulty was thus tinally arranged.

The divisions vhidi the acts of Leisler and his party

had ereated among the people eontiuued, however,

for many years to emliitter their minds against each

other. They were the foundation of the political

controversies which arose in the colony for more than

a generation afterwards. Governors shaped their

policy to sustain those who were in favor of the pro-

ceedings against Leisler, or who were opposed to them,

according to their owu predilections ; the same spirit

sometimes brought the asscmWies and governors into

collision with each other. And liy that kind of per-

sonal sympathy, of which history furnishes so many

examples, disputes in the churches and elsewhere

long afterwards received their tone and direction from

the political views of tlu' })arties in regard to the

Leislerian government.

The tirst intimation of these trouldes liy Dom.

Selyns is in a letter of the 14th of September, 1690.

"Your favor of the 22d August, 1089, addressed

to Dom. Variek and myself have ari'ived at last, and

greatly comforted and insjiirited us. We will be

more encouraged by the miivajardf of our King AVil-

liam and Queen Mary, who has jn'olialily too much

to do in England to think of us here. The Lord

bless their annointed majesties, and nudce them more
15
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and iiiiirc foster fatliers and nursing motlicrs of our

eliur.-h. and dofrnders ,,f tlie faith.

'•
I wr.itL' last yoar to tlio Jivv. ("lassis and sent, by

ScldiipiT Silko, an Indian liil.lo with tlie psahns,

which tlu' Froni-li caiiturod, and so never eanie ti)

hand. I l)0Ui;-lit it in llnston. in order to transmit

throuu'li it a nieniorial tliat we liave heen for sixteen

years one of your ehissieal assembly: showing how

God, in order to convert the In.lians, ^j.eaks the

Indian language. But it is in these days to he appre-

hen.led lost we. who are called cliristians. may not he

converted into Indians. We haw heen compelled to

depose Dovn. haur. Yan dcr Bos.-h. called from Statcn

Island to the Esopu>. Dom. I'etrus Tcsschcnmaker,

the nunistor at f>chenectady, has met with misf >rtnne.

He and mo<t of his congregation were surprised at

uight and massacred hy the French and Indians in

their interest, llis head was cloven open and his

body burnt to tlu' shoulder blades. Dom. Ddlius

who, to his gi-eat praise, has converted and baptized

some Indians, has come d,.wn here from New Albany,

intending to return Icnic and give an explanation of

all to th.' classis. Dom. Varick and I. who endure

more than ."111 be believed, have to be i.atient of

necessity. The Lord incline the hearts of their ma-

jesties to send some one o\er at last to this gowrnment.

in ordei to heal the brea<'li an,l .piiet all. Without

this, we are resolved rather to f irsake all, and either
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return home, or, with Elias, to hide ourselves iu the

wilcleruess and follow the service of Jesus Christ, ultra

Garumanias ct Imlus. Keinemher us in the prayers of

the Rev. Synods of Soutli and Xortli Holland, and in

the letters to their royal majesties. I'ray for us,

brethren, and for tlie peace of Jerusalem. The Lord

bless you in your persons and in your service ; and liy

his spirit of patience and forbearance support us, who

would have written more, were it not that vur letters

arc, in violation of Ha rii/lits of nit jwrsons, hrokcn open

and examined, and l^ept tiarl; fi-i»ii /heir destinatiejn.'"

The revolution interrupted the eomnumicatiou

between Holland and Xew York, so that two years

elapsed before we find any further reference by

Selyus to his persecutions. Although he had written

home, no letter had in the meantime been received

either by him or the classis. It was to him a period

of despondency and gloom. When, however, the

espionage of the mail was removed b}- the introduction

of regular authority, he wrote more freely on Leis-

ler's government. Dellius and Varick united iu the

letter

:

"Although we have for two or three j'cars past

written, informing you of the sad condition of our

church and country, we have been unfortunate iu not

being answered, or in not having received any letters

in reply. It may have been in consequence of the

war, or of the troubles, worse than war, with a foreign

foe, that yours have been taken by the enemy, or ours
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Lavo been kc^iit luu-k lioir. :\Iiiilstci's have not been

liermitted to writo to ministers or to your ivveiviici.'s,

nor haw private imliviibials been allowed to eorro-

ti]ionil witli tlieir friends and aenuaintanees. During

this period, everytiiin-- lias been done ostensibly on

behalf of Kin- William, and for the sake of relio-in„:

but. ill faet, eontraiy to law. King Williaiii and tlie

protestant faitli. Our ministers have been eabunni-

onsly suspected: the people have lieeii advised not

to contribute to the service^ or tlie support of religion
;

clerks and sclioolniasters have been enc-,niraged to

perfirni th.' duties of the .•lergy: high councillors,

who were baptized elders, liave been (h'Uounced by

and other ni.Mubers ,,f <iur clnnvh have In.en appre-

hended, trieil and sentenced to iiuprisouinent, and

ke]it in c'hains and (hirk continenient. Nor was this

eiH.ugh. The holy sanctuary luis been attacked with

violence and ..pen force. Dellius, no fo..l to allow

hiiuself to be imprisoned, clu.se the hare's ],ath and

fled to the soutli, to Boston. A'arlck followed his

example, and went south to Xew Castle. Xo one

reniahied U> be troubled and plinidered, ex.'ept Selyns.

),i,>i,sf,i/;s: and Sclyns ..flering himself and jiroiicrty

as bail li.r him, was refused, and threatened with

imprisonment hiniself. To writt' all that we have

unlawfully sutfereil would iK' tiresome, both to your

reverences and ourselves.
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"There has come over here for goveriuir Tlieir

Excelleucies Sloughtei-, •\vho i.s ikiw dead, and

Fletcher, the present governor, inclined to peace, and

bringing with him the instructions of the king's coun-

cil and the approval of the sentence, to the etlect that

Mr. Leisler and the rest were condemned according

to law; and that their children having applied with

all humility to their royal majesties, will be allowed

to obtain and hold tlieir property. Those in prison

are to be set at liberty, upon submission and promise

of good behavior. We who are without power, who

are nothing moie than servants of Jesus Christ, with-

out any authority, arc insulted, paid with calumny,

and deprived of our own, receiving no salary worth

specifying.

"In this year of troubles there has been built, out-

side of the fort, a new Dutch cliurrh, of stone, and

larger than the old one, in order to bring tu God and

Christ Jesus many who ha<l an antipatliy to the f(_)rt.

Varick and Dellius will be compelled to leave, and

Selyns to live upon his own private means. Thus

they endeavor to remove the candlestick, and to

extinguish at New Albany the light for the conversion

of the heathen. Bergen, Hackensack, Staten Island

and Harlem, have fallen off, under the idea they can

live without ministers or sacraments. Since Mr.

Hobbe^ has left Hempstead for New England, in

'Rev. Jeremiah Hobart is meant. Tlie year of 3Ir. llobait's

leaving Hempstead is usually stated to be lOiili.

His daughter Dorothy was the mother of David Braiuard, the

celebrated missionary among the Indians.
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consequence of non-]);i_vmcnt of liis i^alary, and Dom.

Van (lev Bi.>sch, wlm was censured, has gone from

Esopus to ^larvland, we see no means by wliicli tliose

places can lie supplied. We must not omit to men-

tion that the two French clinrches have lieen miitcd,

and that Dom. Pcrrot will iierform servici' in the city

for the most part, and Dom. Daillc in the t'ountry,

—

all to he one church, and the income to he di\ided

eiiually hctween them. Mr. Miller has come over as

chaplain here, and i\[r. Cox as chaplain in Maryland,

persons of the recpiisite knowledge.

"!Kow we re(juest your reverences to contriliute all

that is practicahle for our good, and that of the church.

Let our complaints, thus lying upon the tahle of your

classical lahors and comniisscration, he taken up and

gathered into the tlask of the communi.m of the

saints, and he transmitted to the Christian Sjuiods.

Should it not he nmde known either by your reveren-

ces or by the Synods of Xorth Holland, or else letters

written to the king in favor of the church and minis-

ters? Should not the governor and council be written

to, and iidbrmcd that we were called with the know-

ledge of this g(_)vci'nnient '.' Should not (_iur elders

and deacons, who have liound tlicmselvcs by special

notarial oldigations, be reminded and admonished to

make prompt and adequate payment? Should it not

be shown to the same that the obje.-t is to have no

more preaching, and to obtain the means of destroy-

ing both church and religion, to change Christians
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into Iiulian^i, and to aliaiidoii tlie work of eonvertiog

tlK' lieatheu at Xcw Alluuij?-''

With tlic adiuinistratioii of Fletcher eoniiiicneed a

distiiiet era liotli ill tlie civil and religious history (if

the province. It is difficult at this day to decide

whether his coinnnssions to the fi'eeliooters were tlie

result or cause of an influx of strangers into the city,

extending its limits Init miderniining its moi'als
;
yet

the one and the other tact are hotli true.- Tew,

Coates, and others, jiirates imrsuiug their depreda-

tions upon coininerce in the East Indies were shielded

by his written authority to privateer, while many of

the persons connected with them resided heri'. New
York became the centre of a large coiitraliand trade

in consequence of the protection which his eommis-

sions afforded those engaged in carrjing it on. Like

too many of the governors sent over to America

bis avarice rendered him false both to king and

people. There were no grants within the jtower of

the crown to bestow which had not thiir price witli

him, and he issned them without stint, when they

were sought for with adcipiatc rfA\-ards. IJis enor-

mous grants of land, to )iri\-atc indi\-iduals, and his

charters to the Dutch church and Trinitv chuivh with

'Letter to the classis, 12th Oct., 16i)3.

^New York was at this time the resort of privateers of naliuns at

war iu consequence of its convenience, where they obtained supplies

both of men and provisions. Stringent acts against enlisting in such

foreign service and for the arrest of pirates were passed by the

assemblv, in HiU:^ and 1(!!I8.
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UTcnt pi-iviloo-os. all. it was suliscunriitly alle^'od. were

made tlirouuii lirilierv anil ((imiptioii. Imt "f the

t'xaet .•iivuiiistaiices in regard ti. the Dutrh elnuvh

we will have occasion invsently to speak more jiar-

tieiilarly.

Fleti'her's coniniission, y'iving him tlie power of

.•dilation and sus]icnsion of the miidster of any ehnivh

in the colony, was a power not within the iirerogati\-e

of the kino- in fact to c.mfer, as it was one which the

sovereign himself cdidd not directly exercise out vi

England Wales, Berwick on Tweed and the a.ljacent

islands. Lt was a power cnmiect.Ml with the church

of England, which, as an estahlishcd chur.'h. was the

creature df the statute which contined it td the places

just mentidued. That church was not the church of

the realm hy comnidU law, and iid statute had evei'

heeu }iassed hy parliament extending it to America.'

Xevertheless, the power was attempted to he exercised,

as we have already seen, hy the duke, and to he con-

ferred now hy the king U|idn the governoi-s df Xew

Ydrk. ( )ne df Fletcher's first acts was to ohtain from

the assendily a i-e<'ognitiou of this power, lie reeom-

nu'uded to the as>emMy of ldli2, that provision for a

ministry shonhl he made hy law. lie iX'uewed the

York, KichuKind, Westchester and (,)ueeus counties,

pr.jvidiug for the settlement of ministers of the
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protestaut faith, to bo oalloil l)_y officers to be olcoted

by the people of the ditioront luiiishes. In its plirasc-

ology this statute looked to tlje establishment of the

eliurch of England, espeeially in the titles of vestry-

nien and church wardens, o-iven to the officers who

were to be elected for the purpose of choosing tlie

ministers; but in trutli tlici-e was no limitation u[ion

the power of these officei-s which would prevent them

from calling a dissenting nnnister, provided he was a

protestaut, as was abundantly established by the fact

that Mr. Vesey, the tirst minister of Trinity church,

was a dissenting clergyuuui preaching on Long Island,

at the time of his being called to that church.

Fletcher, however, niiarrelled with the assendjly and

returned the bill because it did not give him the

power of collation of ministers.

But the ditt'erences between the governor and

assembly were the ditfcrences of the friends of the

church of England and the English dissenters. The

Dutch churches were not in the arena of tlie strife.

So far as the Dutch themselves were concerned they

were between the upiiei' and lower millstone. Wliich

ever party prevailed in the contest tliey were liable to

pay their (piota of clnnx-h ratt's for the sup]'Ort of a

minister, wliether Ei)iscopalian oi- Presbyterian, and

whether they attended his services or not. It was

evidently not contemidatcd by the contending parties

that a minister of the Dutch church would be called

under the provisions of the act, for the counties of

u;
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Alluuiy, Kin--s and ristcr. i-articnlarly, where tlie

I)ut<-li populatinii prevail. mI. wciv ii..t sulijeet to its

provisi..iis. The <-ity <.i' New York, however, was

iui(h'riTs.,prrati..n,t]ion,i:-]itlu'I)nteh chnreli there eoii-

tiiiiieil to exer<'ise its privih'ii'es witlioiit uiolestatiori.

Selyns was not satistied with tlir Ir-al .-oiHlltion of

th^' clinreli. The pivteiisioii> of the crown in reganl

to an estahhslied elnnvl, sli.,wed that its privileges

might at any nionnait he witluh'awn. It was in tliis

state of uncertainty tliat he and his consistory ajiplied

to Fh'tcher fn- a charter, wliicli was grante.h— the

tirst church cliarter issued in tlie .'(.lony.' This

[t -•ontained s.inie cxti'aordinai-y provisi,.ns. Besides

.•onfeiTiiig upon tlie clinivh tlic power of calhng its

ministers, whicli was tlic really great point to he

attained, and antliori/.ing it t.i hold propcity acquired

hy gilt or devise, it providi'd tor a c<nM]inlsory jiay-

ment of church rates t'or the sujipoi't of tli.^ minister

and church hy its niendiers. These provisions were

considered hy Selyns as lixing permanently the status

of tlu' church : and in fact this chaiter remained in

force itp to the time of the independence of this

.oimtry of the crown of Kngland, when hy an act of

the K'gislature of this state it was contii'med. with the

exception of that iiortion of it relating to torced i-ates.

'This clKirtc.

illirc ,,f flic .S,-

r mil Alay, ICIM;, may l,c fmui.t in the

lie ill iMM.k ol |,nlciits 7, p. •,>.-, It pvc-

uliich \\ii- i:rM.Lt,..l ,,11 thcClh et:\[av.
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wliicli it appears Lad never lieeii eutnreed, hut wliieli

was repealed as iuconsistelit with the priueipies of

sor, Lord iJeUainout, soiiii'iit at the time t«i have the

eharter va.-ated on aeeonnt of its liaviny lieen olitained

through lirihery, hut without success, althougli it

was not denied tliat the consistory had voted tdetejier

ii piece of plate as a [iresent. Tlie chartei' of

Trinity was superseded hy act of assenihly in 1704,

hut tlie Dutch clinrcl, .-liai-te]' remained uutoucheiL

Tlie great ol.ject for whieli t^elyns had long lah,,red

was n,,w ac-e,,mi.lished and lie di<l not fail to announce

the event to the classis, with some other interesting

facts. He wrote on oOth Septend)er. KJOO:

"We are supplied with ministers in all the churches

and now nnmlier live Low Luteli ministei's, namely,

myself at New York. Doni. Dellius at Xew Alliany,

Doni. Xicella at Eso^ius, Dom. Lupardus on Long

Island an<l Dom. IJarth.ild in Xew Jersey. The Lord

grant that the service and administration he further

extended in this remote land. My consistory and

myself have in the meanwhile long labored and much

means employed to obtain some privilegi's for the

Low Dutch church here at New York. This has now

heen accomplished very satisfactorily and fortitied

un<lerthe royal seal. The title rea<ls. The L%n-I,r<'f

l/w RijurumI FrnksUn,! DhIcI, Charrh n, il„: r//,/ ,;/• Xnr

' Act of 17tU March, 1784.
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r-y/-, gi-anted Anno Doni. WM. It antliorizus the

callin- of niinistui-s. dm,,sing cKkTs an.l ,l..aeons,

ehauntn- and sexton, an.l e.tal.lishin- a Dutrli .rlioni,

all con formal. ly to the Syimdal ranons .,f J )nr(lreeht

;

also to own a vlnuvh. a parsonage and all the goods of

the eluireli, as private pr<iperty, to he htdd nu-jiorali/ii;

without powei- of alienation; also t<i I'ereive lie.juests

whether of fast or nioveahle property, or any thing by

donation for the elinreh or its serviee, .^c, &e.,—

a

niea.-^ure which will produce much good to God's

clnuvh and put many things to rest.

'•^Vs ti.i nty arrears of salary, they are now all paid,

and where we, alas ! have passed sorrowful days, all

things are put in hetter condition.

'•There are many English nunisters in the rural

districts, mostly from Xew England and educated

there, v.here much go.,d is done. The university at

Camhridge has graduated the ]iast year ten more in

philosophy and eight in higher studies. For the two

English churches in this city which have heen formed

since oiu- new church was huilt,— one of our churches

being in the fort and the other in the city, and both of

two Episcojial clergynu'U who by arrangement pi'eai-h

in our cliurch after my morning and afternoon service,

and live with us in all friendship. Dom. DailR.. late

French minister here, has been c-alled to J'.oston and

ministers in the French church there. Dom. i'errot, a
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mau of great learning, formerly a minister in France,

serves God's c-liureli here, and Dom. Morse^ in the

outer villages. Dom. Brodet, late jirofessor at tSal-

niurs, having sinee lived and preaelied eight yeiirs

among the Indians in their language, is called to New
Rochelle, live hours ride from this plai-e, and causes

great editieation hy his gifts and life. Thus it is that

God's church il(.)ats on the hillnws of a new world,

which had much need of the i)rayers of the old.

This country is not without losses caust'd by the

war. Many ships belonging here at home were cap-

tured at sea in the West Indies. Morals have much

degenerated and evil iiraetices have been introduced

by strangers and multitudes of privateersmen. And

what is to be apprehended is that we nuiy be surprised

both on the sea and on land; as the Fi-encli, our

enemy, have attempted this summer to do from

Montreal and (^lebec in Canada. Our calamities

spring from a bottomless pool of heavendjigh sins;

foreign but, nevertheless, without suspicion of for-

eigners. They lay out the city, build high houses, and

make land into tlie water. Indeed, since I arrived

here the last time the eit}' and its inhabitants have

increased more than two-third parts. God, though

like unto Sodom iu our sins, let us not be like unto

Sodom in our punishment with the rising sun."

With the consummation of the liberties of his church

1 The Rev. .Juliu Morse of Newtown, L. I. is probably here meant.

He was a dissenting minister.
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Sulyiis liad a.cniiii.lislicd that period in his life when

he was fairly entitled t.. he enierited. ..r at least

t.i lie assisted in his lahors. lie liad n,iw attained

his sixtieth year, lie had lahore.l faithfully, zeal-

ously and sue.'essfully. Amidst all his trials no

one had ventured to In-eatlie a syllahle against tin'

purity of liis lile and (MUivei'sation. or of his lidelity to

the spiritual interests of his eouyregation, wliieh liad

increased from tour hundred and tifty to six hundred

The eonsistory, a.-e,,rdingly, after mu.li delilieration.

though it must he added with great ..[.iiositiou, tinally,

,.n the iZlst of July, KJ'J.S, authori/.e<l the elassis of

Amsterdam to call in tlnur name, as assistant minis-

ter, tlie Eev. Ilierouimus \'erdieren. of liruynesse

on the island of Oost Duiveland, in the elassis ,if

Zieriekzee, to he in all respeets elothed with the same

authority as Dom. t^elyns.

lint the anini<»lties engemlered in tiie ehureh hy

the Leislei'iau trouhles were snujuldered only, not

extinguished. They hurst out anew upon this aet of

tiie eonsistolT, hased upon the charter rather than

the power of calling ministers to the minister and

eoiigi-egation to exercise it. A i>arty. which it is easy

to see were JAMslerians. ,.pposed this call. They

wished to have a ministei' of tlieir own jiarty. The

controversy was carried to the elassis at ^Vnisterdam:
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but Mr. Venlieroii wisely (Iccliued, luider tlic circniii-

stanees, to accept the call ; and in the exercise of the

further autlmrity conferred upon the elassi.s in case of

hisdecUnation, that ImkIv called the liev. Gualterus du

Bois, son of the late minister at Amsterdam, who

an'ivcd here in lOU'J, and immediately entered ui)0ii

the duties of the phK'c.

Dom. Sclyns did not long survi\'e this event. As

had been anticipated by his consistory and expressed

in their call for a second minister, he was approachiug

the end of his earthly career. He died at New York, .

in July, ITiJl, in the sixty-tiftli year of his age, imivers-

ally esteemed for his talents and virtues.

In his domestic relations he ap])cars to have been

fortunate. Of his first wife we ha\-e already spoken.

Upon her death in 1G8G he married the widow of

Cornelius Stecnwyik, Margarctta de IJiemer, \\lioni he

himself dcscril)es as "rich in temporal goo<ls, biit

richer in spiritual." This lady survived him several

years. He had one child, a (hiughtcr, liy his first

wife, born while he was at Breukelen, but from all

omission of her name in his will wi' infer she died

while he was in Hollan.l.

Although Dom. JSclyns was in correspondence with

many men of genius and learning he never appeared

before the world as an authoi-; mir luts he left behind

him any literary work, except the little volume of

poems which has induced this sketch of his life, and

the few oc<-asi(.nal pieces published in the manner
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already mentioned. As lie did not choose to lay

before the world the poutieal etthsiuns of his pen, it

would l)e unfaii- to ajiply to them tlie eanons of severe

criticism. They are i)resente(l now only as interesting

from the cin-nmstances under which they were pro-

duced. The reader will, howevia", tind in the few

s[icrimuris which we have reproduced, proots of

cuhure and yenius, and in his eiiigrams a spirit of

true humor.

Ilis character, as we are ahle to view it through

the long vista of time and with an impei-fcct exhihi-

tion of its traits, presents liim in a favorable light.

lie was a faithful an, I devoted minister, honest,

sincere and capal)le. He was learned in his profes-

sidu, pious and jmre in his life, lie was free from

tliat narrow feeling which hegets prejudice from mei'e

dirt'erence of opinion. But he was fmd of the exer-

cise of pdwer. lie was persevering, and pursued his

ohjei't with determination, and sought it sometimes

for the sake of success when perluqis a wise regard for

the feelings of others w.udd have led him to ahandon

it. He may he justly I'cgarded as one of the founders

,.f the Dutch church in Amcri.'a. who did m,.re t,.

delerniine its ]i<isition in the coinitry than any other

man: and in this circumscrihcd tiel.l. in which the

great husiness of his Hfe was concerned, his fame

must mainlv rest,
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GEDICHTEN VAN SELYNS.

BRUYDTLOFS-LIEDT
VooR ,'Egidius LrvrK kx Judith Van IsExnociRN, Getrotiwt

DEN TWEEDE KeKSDA(;.

Stemme— () KtixHiicJil.

1. Kei-snadit. Vw]iWv Auu ,1c dii-vn.

Want llij. (lie -HH-ii lH'o-i,i ,\vv (layeii,

X<H'li eyiiile lieeft tot iiieusclie wort.

Go<U was Ilij, luaer geen menscli te vorcii.

En wort tut Bctlilclieiii gvliorrii,

Als 't krujtlt van giuur kond' vurdort.

2. Dit njclistc kiiidt komt arm tcr wcirlt

MoiT hinncn. als iia 't .H,g lK.|,ccrelt

Mvt rnnm en k<niingli.).-k.' luaiOit.

Kn uuKM'kt iXi'vu wcivks van gnMiton steden

Sk'clits mrt dit slc-litc vK'ck \v vivdon.

Daer > li<'lit sidiynt niid(k'n in doi' nackt.

3. P]en nuK'gt blijft maeg-kt, en wordt tut inofder

Des saligmaeokeiidf Ikdioeder,

Die <ms so rra.'litclijc^k \,vhnvdt,

i)at \vy goen doot nodi duyvcl sckroomcn

;
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NUPTIAL SONG
For ^Egidius Luyck and Judith Van It^EXDooRX, Markied

THE SECOND DAY OF CHRISTMAS.

Air— VhrMmiis yiijht.

1. Cliristmas night I diiy'.s light traiiscendiDg ;

—

Who no beginning luid or ending

Until He man became, was God.

Then He who ne'er lietnre was human

Was born in Bethlehem of woman,

When nips the frost the verdant sod.

•2. This richest babe eumes jioor in Ijeing,

More pearled within than to the seeing

With diadem and royal power

;

He takes no heed of greater places,

But that small spot alone emliraees,

Where light illumes the midnight hour.

3. A maid remaining is the mother

Of our salvation-working author,

"Wlio so defends us by his grace,

We either death or devil fear not,
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4. Beo-cert iii.-n dcsi' Vorst to zocken

:

8yu luycrs y.yn vcrsletfii ddeckcu

:

Want Gddt liect't 't vlrcsi-ln' at'iigenoonion

En w,n-st.'lr UK't (lit liclsrli livlmx-dt.

IV'U .Till svn wic--. en Imy syn IkmU.

Syn tlinxin is nu'crdcr, als dc niecstc.

En wm-dt con nionsclio liy dc lieesten,

Wat is 't Honi tnt rvn liai'dc wet?

y. Tcnvyl men l.ivn-t dit kindt te voirn.

Ktinit Luyck en tronwt luct Isendnoren

V.ioi- dose C"liiystoli,i<d^e .Til):

En vin.lt, als 't jawd.ir.lt was \-ers.dR'eneu

Vleosfli van syn \-loosi'li. Ix'cn van syn lu'i'ncn.

Want .Inditli w.Tt svn twri'.le riK.

6. Xn zoevkt liij (i.ult met kiiysdie niinne.

Zyn lieter als .lit lietlilelieni.

't WeLd-: riirist.i woyn-ert jilaats te geev.

Meer .hit sy \vyvu luuT .lit leeven

Met 't kindt in 't Xieuw Jerusalem.
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For God in Ilim became iuearnate,

And wrestles with that heUish race.

This J'rin.'e,— do they desire to tind Idm?

Tliey're worn-out swa(hliing clothes that hind him.

A manner, spread with hay, "s his bed.

His throne is hig-her than the highest,

Yet he among the cattle heth.

Wliat Him, to such a lot, has led?

And as tliey In-ing this child before them,

Luyck comes and nuirries Isendooren,

Standing before this Christlike crib;

And tinds when lier consent is shewn,

Flesh of his flesh, bone of his bone.

For Judith is his second rili.

jSTow seeks he God witli chaste atiection.

Who take before such crili direction.

Arc better than this Bethlehem,

Which Christ no resting jjlace will give

;

For they, the after-life, shall live

With Him in New Jerusalem.
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BKUYDLOFT TOORTS
V(_ii)K I). .Kiunirs LrvcK, l!r;(T(iu deu Lati-nsciie Scuoi.e tot

NiEIW AMSTKKDAJt, lOX .lUDITll VaX ll^ENDOORN, OPGESTOOClvEN

KoKT NA IV EsorisC'lIK MUOItDT, liEPI.EEUT TE AVlI.TWYCK UdUl!

DE WlI.DEN, IX XiErw Kedeklaxdt, Au, KiOo.

Hoc ras wordt 't iininievvei' dodr 't uorlogsvyer

goliliist.

Want Mars cunit (|ualvck mil d' oniioscllicyt to toryou :

(_)tt 't lust C'uiiidd iiiot. die vreodo on liofdo lust.

En donckt siu- sclvcn v<i(ir do wapoiis to vorl)Oi'!j,-on.

Hy nKTckt dan 't onvoniiaolit en vdorliodaelit ver-

raot.

En seyde: is dit reclit s.i steoI,i;-o\vys to konion ?

Men hoott eon vyandts lieit on vriondelyck o-^'hiet,

Maer 't i^ast vo.u- Ahsalonis en Joabs list to

srlin.uiueii.

tfyn \V()iir<lt en is niet kondt, en vindt liy ('[i syn

woonlt.

Ilelaos : niet linys oj, iiuys van wiidt -edn.elit boiaden'r

Xiet kindt o\> kindt goroost '! niet man oji man vor-

nuH)rdfr

Xiet scliunr (iji sehniir verlirandt en swan<;-'i'e vniuw

Men wv(dct dan, dacr men wvokt, uyt AViltwyek zy

myn \\yek,

Eu neonoMi, sjireeekt dit wielit, myn eoursna liusoli en

liorgon.

Voorts soeekt liy \>\\ en Viooo-. maer waron te

2;elyck,



PiiEMS OF SELYN'S. 187

BRIDAL TORCH
Foil Rev. .Egidiis Liyck, Rectok of the Latix School at

Xew Amsterdam, and Jidith Van Isendoorn, Lighted

shortly after the EsOPtS MURDER COMMITTED AT WlI.T-

\VYCK, IN New Netiierland, by the Indians, in the year

ir,{);3.

How soon the flame of \var tlie flame of love

destro_\'.s

!

For Mars comes wickedly, tlie iimoceiit to injure;

ISTor does it Cupid please, who peace and love enjoys.

And starts, at sight of arms, to liide Ininself from

danger.

He sees the treachery, unlooked for, but designed,

And says :
" Can this be right, so stealthily to come in ?

They showa friendly smile, but cloak a hostile mind;

'Tis well to fear for Absalom's and Joab's cunning."

His words ai-e yet still warm, and does he not behold,

Alas I house after house, with Indian monsters posted ?

Child upon child burnt up? and man on man lain

cold'.'

Barn upon l)arn consumed? and pregnant women

roasted ?

Tlicy flee, each where he can. "From Wiltwyck is

my home,

I go," so speaks the wight, -'in woods and hills t'

abide in."

He bow and arrow seeks; but they had both

become
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Allcii--skciis --act <k' lust vM .•(H,i,in:iiis,-li:iii te nift.

Ell ilac-ulycksclu- .jiiact hacrt dacuvlvc'kcu (jiiaek'n.

IIou. sprack hy, was dit ^vill(lt•r t zyii lioo.lc van 't

vcnirict.

T(.t iMivt lU'i- Wiklni, <lic so hicT en darr vcrKeiwii.

Dii' sii;' t(it parruii t|int, is syii ycrciMlscliaii 'iiiyt

;

Mm'v si. liy iik't liy tyt i;v|iast liadt up syii vlt'i-ckrii.

Oiii \<inr dc wiidcMi (itt acn do wildi-ii tort tv werckfii.

Xu sat liy dirkwils ..p t liTherii-te van Kats-kik

En rlau-de, wic <:y zyt. cii vldccht geen liuysclie

Tot IIviiu'ii sti-fclit nivn lust, vn Editc staat iiivii

Macr vidcclit. wiuns siiincn zyii, vcrvldcclitt' ini wiilp-

(Jiiciiislicyt. droiudvonscliap en snode liovaerdy

Zyn iHu-sacvk van dit wond<. dryc scliryfiide laiidt

En jai^-cii hvyl rii vrec nw kiiidt en reo verliy,

I)o,,r nno-ehon(k'iitlieyt. wordt suleke straf (mtbonik-n

Die Iniio- o-e\vaers.-li()iit is. wort seldeii seer be<-hiegt.

Ily seyt dan: .-iet U' rui:' eii siet (k- aerde beevell

:

lloe't vyer (kieit uyt de luekt. en 't laiidt van 't iioeli-

ieiis waen't:

Oft vraey-lit. die k'eveii. wie kerooft zyn van ket

ku-ven
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The Indian's ready spoil, wlio Irtc and there were

hiding.

When he is n)hl)'d of tliese, liis wea])onsare all gone.

And had he not hetinies unto his wings lietaken,

They sure had killed or wounded him, or captive

borne

For Indian chiefs to sei've, or Indian forts to work in.

I5ut (piiekjy sat he on the mountains of Katskil,

And thus his woe liewailed: "Domestic joys ne'er

bless you,

Till Hymen tends my loves, and wedlock serves my
win.

And cursed be you whose thoughts, whence wanton-

ness doth issue

;

Uncleanness, drunkenness and liase and sordid

pride,

—

The land's three crying sins,— this ruin have etfected,

And driven happiness and ^leace your land aside.

For gross debauchery, such jiunishment 's inHicted :

Whose warnings often giv'n diil little heed com-

mand.

"Remember," he continued, " the eartli how it was

shaken.

How fires fell frcjm the sky, and small-pox scourged

the land

;

And then seek for those lives, whose lives have now
been taken.

Insensibly all trade and pleasure go to naught.

Ami daily wickedness jiroduccs daily evil.

What wind was thatr' he asked; "it is with

sorrow frautrht,

LS
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Eu siinonni tot Ihtouw. nW 't laest moot "t al lictaeloii.

-Met (lit on .hit bo.-la.ii- voi-tlvt liot wielit syii ty.lt :

Dan vloog liy woiloroiii, on vI.hiu- na stadt on doi'pon

:

Maer waor liv vIiiol;-. liy is syn liooo- cu pylon quyt.

Kn lia.lt syn anilia<-lit liaost door iiiooylyckhoyt

vorworpcn

L)it lurlit l.oni l,y u-oval, hy vindt sonnvylsdon lyd.

Govallon ,.p do WO',--, ontvallon van do ^vil,lon.

Ily nooiiit ti'oon laiiii' lioniot, niaor solioi'psto mot

toryl.

"t S.'hynt. ilat sy ooiii^'sins syn Inst on oidust stildon,

Wio wordt dooi- mill \cri-nclit ? \vi<' niort van niin

vol-sma.-liton'r

Kn wat hrt /,v. liot srt -oon s,K,don aon <lo dyok.

Syn ci-aclit is cloyndor, on syn pyls van doyndoi-

Oft dit is ooi-saock, dattor woynii^'or _i;-otront.

Kn moordor zyn vorinyst liooft o-root'lyrks syn lio-

'I'on zy dan, dat wioii t iiyt den koop, dio tro.ts en

st.Mll

Ten onreclit lioojito 't I'orlit \-an oyu-ondom to

(u'wolt onitivnt uvwolt, en dorst na Cliristoii liloot,

( I )aor dionstii:- was i^-odnlt ) on past li'een C'liristi s,-liapen :

Of srlioon t omiosel wi.-lit, nocli winst, nodi voor-

doel (loot

't Is liotor. dat men laot on,<;-nuro kindors slapeii,

i>io waolit lio(|naemer tydt, spilt, wat liy s]iilt, goen

tydt.

Kn waoroiii al te laot, en nlot liv tvdts to laoten.
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And witli iTpcntaut siyiis ; so 't all at last be paid will."

With these and like (•(uiiplaints the rogue his time

did spend.

And then tlew hack again, to town and liandet hieing.

But where he Hew nor how nor arrow luul t(.i hend;

Aud his vocation so with ditii<'nlt_v plying.

It happened him liv chance he soon his arrow found:

Dropped in the way it lies. Just where tlie Indians

lost it.

He hesitates not long, hut has it sharply ground.

Aud this, it seems, his ]iassion and displeasure soothed;

Although the t'ornua- is the latter (piite inilike.

Who is by love entlirallt'd ? Who is he whom love

stifles 'i

Whate'er love be, it puts no sods upon the dyke.

Its strength is feeble, and its arrows are mere trifles.

If this the reason be, that fewer married are

Aud more do journeys make, is w(U-thy of reflection.

Unless it be, on their account, who boldly dare.

And wrongly too, the right of property to weaken
;

Who force on force employ and tliirst for Christian

blood,

—

(When patience would have served), nor have Chi-isfs

flock iu keeping.

Although the harmless rogue nor service does, nor

good,

'Tis best to leave the savage children sleeping.

Whoever bides his time, he spends no time, what

else he spends.

Why is it then too late, to wait the flttiuii' hoiir ':
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Maoi- (lat l)cvostiti-ht wenV, iia 's landts geleegcnt-

lieyt,

Hct wvht van huoiivi- rceht, cii staet van liooytT

statcii.

Ell tivedt iiiet. van lict wiclit iMi reclitc (.oo-UKTck at'.

Ten lacsteii, srliviit oiis (niaet en landtstraf te venniml-

"ren;

Dan rvsen mi en dan u-evanueii iivt liet tfi-af,

Dau sneuvelt 't wildt gedroelit, dan vluehteii vromv en

kiiid-reii,

Dan wiirt 't niajies verwoest, en wilden-fort verlmiiit.

Dan eiygt men roers ten roof, dan lirongt men r^eewant

liinnen,

Dan vliegt men door liet bos.-h, en loopt men door

liet iaiit:

Maer sien geeii vluelitelings, iKicli kans <im eer te

line dingt 't liarliareseen volk door meenig tolck

iia jievsi^'ii,

En traelit met eraelit de ree van vrede te beseylen.

Maer als 't C'niiido Iniort, liy emnt en maeelit svii

eysen.

Of vraegt, wie lieeft myn lioog? en klaegt, waer zyn

myn jiylen?

Booswieliten spreec-kt dit wielit. wat Iwosheyt moot

(lit zyii,

Kelt iek dan iets gedaenV moet gy 't d;in my vergel-

denV

Ten ware, dat myn l)oog (.iit^^taek verliefdo pyii,

Iek selioot n na de niaet. als gy Ciipido stelik'ii.

8y geeven geeii liesclieyt, maer geven jiyl en lioog,

En soecken syn gemoedt met 't eygen godck te stilk'ii.
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Since Tliat is wisely fixed to suit tlie (-(mntry's ends,

Tlie law of liiu-hcM- law. the stren--th of lii-lRT power.

But Cupid's ti'ue desii;-n does not this point t-oueeru.

At last, our sutferiny-s and punislinient dinunish;

The cap)tives, now and then, as from tlie grave

return
;

The savage monster's slain: his wife and ehildren

vanish

;

His maize is all destroyed : his fort burnt to the

ground;

His guns for hooty ta'en; his seewan iills our cotfers.

They Hy into the woods, wand'ring the laud arouud;

The fugitives not found, no ehauee for glory otters.

Oft through inteqireters, for terms the Indians sue ;

The port of peace to gain they earnestly endeavor.

When Cuiiid hears of this, he conies with great ado

And asks, "Who has my how 'f' and wails, "Wheie is

my ipiiver'r"

"What villainy is this, ye scoundrels, "cries the

wight,

"Have I committed aught, tliat you should thus

reward me.'

Unless it be, my shafts do amorous pains excite':'

I shoot you only in the measure you regard me."

They gave his weapons back, but made liim no

reply,

Seeking to hush his wrath bv thus his arms restoring.
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IFy nceint se mctter liaest, eii liclit syn boog oni

Ell scliiKiii iots sondorliii^-s met 't wapciitnyu- to willeii.

Ill 't tort' stact ieilor, vii liescst (lit ci-v'j.-s-gclu-iivck,

Land; siet te venster nit. on Jiiilil], stact iK-iicdeu:

:Maor eeriuoii "t siet oft cleiiekt, liy seliiet en trefto

Lioirk:

Xoi'li svn verlionilt-lnst is met d'eerste sellout te

vredeii.

Waer s.-iiiet liy, (vraei^-lit liet volek) waer was 'et.

.laerliyscliiefr

LiMjrl: spi-eeelit iiiet, want liy voelt lets vreemt i^yii

lievt (looi-hooren.

Tenvyl iiumi siet na Luifrl; fii ,///'///// o]nvaarts siet,

Hy seliiet ten tweedeu mael en trette Isanloi; „.

I)it maeekt dan veel gewoels. en liaerde ,i;TOot i^-eliiyt

Van piliii en weerLj-alm : want hy spreeekeii iiiet, sy

selireeuwen

L>oor 't o-ants,']ie laiidt : gelnek den ISruydegom en

Brnydt.

Geliiek dat edite paer, i^'elnek voor veele eenwen,

Geluck, en wat im-n roej.t, zy diiysent mael --eliiek,

Na ziel en li.-liaam. en so hier, als na dit leeven.

Van hinnen zy geliick, en huytens linys geeii drnck,

En die ons geeft gelnck. is maditig 't liaei- te geeven.

Maer wy, die l)y dit wielit, vei-staen noeli kiiidt van

MaVs

Xoeli soon van Venus, iioeii d'oiireynielieyt der men-

selieii.

1 New Amsterdam.
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IIo qnieklv seizes them, aud dravs his liow oa hiii'h,

As if he wislu'd to pierce some special mark ahove

him.

Tlie fort, Xew Amsterdam, is now by all possessed;

While Judith stands beneath, Luyck looks from the

embrasure,

And ere they see or thiidv, he shoots Luyck in the

breast.

Nor does one shaft sutKce his cov'nant-making

pleasure.

"Where did he shoot? where was 't he shot?"

inquire the folks.

Luyck speaks not, for he feels something his heart is

boring.

As all look up at Luyck, so Judith upward looks.

He shoots a second time and pierces Iscndoorcn.

This great commotion makes and causes, far and

wide,

Reechoings of joy. Wliile speaks he not, the cry

Resounds thr(jughout the land: "Joy to the groom
aud bride,

Joy to the married pair, and joy eternally."

"Blessings a thousand fold, attend tlieni Itoth,"

they sliout,

"In body and in soul, here and hereafter ilowiug.

Joy fill the house within: no sorrow lurk without:

Who gives us happiness, the same on them bestowing."

Now we, who from this rogue, do neither child of

Mars,

Nor Venus understand, nor vet the ways of mortals.
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^[ao^ 't i;'cen oiis drvft ton edit, on niaeokt \-an

.morlit (hvars,

Ten liosten \an \'oi'iiK'ont. on Avast to samon, wcnsolion.

Dat vdiir (lit niouwo jiaor y.y \ro(lo on salidioyt,

J)at /.'///./>• ontkiookon lioyl, on IsoncLjrons seden

Ontlnyokon moor v\\ moor on gi'(_ioyon inott(.'r tydt,

En (latso storvoude liososvlon' s ILomols roodon.

OP IIET PREDICK-AMPT
Van Wii.iiEi.Mis Nieiweniuvsen. dook \iv im;kskk(:?;>; r tot

TEX DIEXST J. C. ill N. XEDEIil.A.Nirr.

Hno wordt Xionw Xodorlandt vorinouwt d(i(ir Xionw-

onlmyson.

Ily doodt don dudonionsoli. on sproookt do nionwe

vooi'

:

IL.ndt d'.indo loor, on drytt u'oon nionwioliliodon

(l<M,r.

En (loot (1(1(11- nioiiwo drift liaar (Hido ijiiaot vorlinyson.

Kn wc.rdt Xionw Xod^rlandt door Xionwonlmv-

En Xiouwonlmyson door Xionw X'odorkindts

lioronw,

X'a "t X'iouw Jornsaloni i;-ovoert om nionwicldiodon.

Wat korck vindt nioonk'n lioyl als door vorniondo

sodon.
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Save wliat to wedlock leads and from uncleaniiess

hars,

Wish them the best increase, and joy within their

portals.

May this new married pair, peace and salvation

know :

The huihliug hopes of Luyck and worth of Isendooren,

Develope more and more, and thns witli time so

grow,

They at the dying lionr. the jiort of heaven may moor

ON THE MINISTRY
Of Domine Willem Niewenhuysen.

How is New Nethcrland renewed by Newenhnysen ?

He kills the old man off and then tlie new directs

:

He holds old doctrines fast and not the new

rejects,

E'er by his new pledged zeal old error ostracising.

Now is New Netherland by Newenhuysen's

mission,

And Newenhnysen by New Nethcrland's contri-

tion,

Led to the New Jerusalem for new delights.

What church more safety finds than in renewed rites?

19
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G E r, () R T E - C R A N S

GeVI.OCIITEN TEU KEREN VAN MaCHTKLT SpECIIT.

SANG.

Sict de Stielitse aVTiinplijeiis loopcu,

Siet 8e swieren (ivor straet,

Siet, se willcu krooutijens koopeii,

Kroontjeus, diemeii gieren laet,

Krooutjeus, om ecu niaegt to hxh-voii,

Vruchtjens van oen yeostii;' lirryu,

Daer do liloonitjons alty.lt lo^^von.

Slot, lioo dat so vrolyrk syn,

't Is oou lust, te sieu 't ii-ewooinol,

Veol, dio loopoii in on iiyt,

Vecl, die singen, dat ilo ITooniol

Weer klinolit van liot My.I gvlnyt.

Aiid'ro ha-lion, wio mag 't woson ''.

Dat so voor do koud niot vrosou.

TEGEN-SANi;.

't Is eon, (lit mon in(_>ot liostoeoken,

't Sootsto diortjo van do stadt,

Dio goon ([tiaot mot ipiaot sal wroockon,

Dio voor 't unaot I'on sclirirk al liadt.

Toon so mot haor poii nocli speiddo,

•t Is oon l)ooldt van scodigiioyt,

Die con atkoer lioott van wooldo;

Dio oon .orl.aor loovon loyt;

Die SCOT liaot liot snood Ledriegeu;

Dio seer lioog tie waerheyt aoht;
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BIRTH-DAY GARLAND
Woven ln jionoii of Matilda Speciit.

STKOPIIE.

iSeu the iiyinplis of Utrecht Hying,

Sec tliem tripphiy o"er the street,

See them little eliaplets hiiying,

Chaplets for adorniug meet.

Chaplets to a maid becoming,

Fruitlets of a sprightly brain,

Where are flow'rs always blooming.

See, how joyous is tlie train,

To behold them is a pleasure;

Some are running in and out,

Man^' singing till the azure

Echoes with the Ijlithesome shout.

Others laughing; who's the Ijcing?

From the cold that they're not tleeing.

ANTI-STROPHE.

They are thus with garlands wreathing

Tir sweetest creature of the town

;

Who for evil no ill breathing,

Evil sees with hon-ur's frown;

Who, when with her Ijabe she's i)laying,

Image is of modesty ;

Who, all wantonness bewraying,

Leads a life of purity

;

Who with scorn the base despises.

Who the truth does highly prize.
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I)ie iiiet nm u'owin sal licgxMi:

X(K-li iKKT lR'yll(H,s vn,,nlc>cl tnu-lit

Oft uict hi/lit hacr woonlt sal lircfck

It^ 'et, dif men moot liosteei-keii.

SANG.

Wueroin doet lueu "t ondor 't vriesei

Als de vruelitjeus zyii verd<.)i't.

Als so roiK-k en siuaork \crliesL'ii :

Als lift laiult verdorwn wort:

Als no liagel dec'kt de daekjcns.

Dackjens, darr men cmder woont:

Als de snecnw srlient al .k- tackjeiis.

Als eon luK.m is sunder l.laedtjens

Kn liet aerdtryek souder .-ruy.lt,

Als men siet, dat iiyt de saedtjens,

Xiet een aerdig eruytltje spniyt,

Waerum, daer se liiet en leeveii,

Moet men groene Muemtjens goeven ;

TKCiEN-SANd.

Vrueger is niet nnt liet giei-en,

"t Is nn haer gehoorte-dag,

Die men meest altyt moest viereii,

Als het ys in 't water lag.

Wie sal eer na blydseliaii linopui,

Ilet is nu de reelite tydt,

Dat wy nioeten "t eiergel k(_i(ijieii,

Dat men zoeelit na vrulveUu^vdt,
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Who for gain no word disguiiscr^,

Nor for moan aih'antage tricis;

Ilei- word lightly novor l.reatliing,

'Tis for her they're garland.s wreathing.

STROPHE.

Why, when all are frozen undei-.

And tlie fruits all withered lie,

Taste and smell ta'en thence asunder.

When the earth appears to die ;

When the roofs with snow are bending,

Roofs, whereunder dwellings are;

When the houghs the sleet is rending,

Whence with sprigs they deck the tair;

When the forest leaves are dying.

And no herhage eh.thes the Held;

When the seed, all dormant lying,

Not a living plant will yield;

Why, when none of these are living,

Must they blooming Howlers be giving?

ANTI-STROPHE.

Sooner not the decoration
;

It is now her natal day.

Ever comes the celeliration,

AVhen the waters ice display.

Who shall sooner hope for pleasure?

It is now the titting time

For attire to spend our treasure,

And in merriment to join.
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Dat men laot syu ilmeflicyt vaeroii,

Dat men 't geci^tig (liei-tje giert:

Want 't syu licden twiugtiii' jaeren,

Dat 'et liier gebooren wiert,

Dat 'et (|Uam, daer alio meiisclien

Waer een beter leeven wensehen.

TOESANi;.

Is se jaerig, vn niet oer(U'i-

S(-) laet vrv uw x-lceliten stacn.

Wensclit liaor, 't gicren is niet moenler,

Wenscht liaer, dat 't 'er wcl mag gaen.

Wonselit luR'r, dat si' lang mag leeveii,

Dat so sondcT kdmiiier leeft;

Ivoopt; o grootc Gndt wilt geeven

Dat se liier uw seegen lieeft.

Wenselit liaer, als se k(imt te stei'ven,

Als liaer siel van 't lieliaam sriieydt,

Dat se mag een leven erven,

Dat men iiuudt in eenwieldievdt,

Dat se mag liiei' l)oven komen,

Daer wy voor de doot niet sehrumen.

iVu/i (jKCf super terrain.
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All, of trouble, disencumlior,

This sprightly creature to iidorn.

Twenty years she now doth number,

Since the day she here was born;

Since she came where heaven's portal,

Is the aim of ev'ry mortal.

EI'ODE.

'Tis her birthday and no later.

Let your garlands gaily fly;

Wish her ornaments no greater;

Wish her all prosperity;

Wish her many days to live for,

That she may no sorrow know

;

Pray: "Upon her, Great Jehovah!

Do T}iY blessings e'er bestow;"'

Wish her, when th' immortal spirit

Leaves her body here to die,

She may then that life inherit,

A\niicli shall live eternally.

That she may asceud to heaven.

Whence all fear of death is driwu.

Kon 'j/ia siqwr tevrcnn.
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AEN MYN VRIENDT
Capt. Geraud lloiw, 7.[(i oxTriouDF.xnK op svx i.rsTiioF r.rT-

TKX X. YfllUK, TOEX IIY GEXODIfiT ZOfDE WERDEX TOT DES

IIeEREX AvdXTMI.. EX GEEX WAGEX WAS, OM GEXODIliT TE KUX-

XEX WERDf:X.

Die cons voor al genoodigt zyt.

Douw! "t cmtbraflit ous aoii geou tydt,

Xoeh Avil, macr aeii AjMistels jiaarden.

To vcr, I nil daci- tv voct to gaen.

Eer aftenu'dcii, dan te rauii.

Bvrit, daoniK'ii ^]iaort svii pacrdt, dat ick iiiyii

voeteu siiaordo.

Gcdvoiiieii, reodt uu'ii clck, om liost,

Xu rydt men niet, dan elck, oj, 't lest.

IIoi. daclt de sunl maer. is dit woiidcr?

Men gna^ft, slaeft, slu,,ft, en zoeckt 'et syi

Al nieost dit al, tut s.'liade zyn.

De weei-elt I'vst, (iodts kerck en Godtsdienst

leyter cnder.

Maer. runt, o pen! niet al te yvv,

Ileelt nirniant wagen, paerdt oft kar.

lek konni tot nw en allegader:

Genoddiglit wurdt gy tot dit feest

Daer nieniant is genoeg geweest,

Daer Cliristus is u\v lot, en Godt is onse vadcr



I'UEMS OF 8ELYNS. 100

TO MY FRIEND,

Captain Gerakd Douw, kesidikg at his Country Seat near

New York, when he should hate been invited to the

Lord's Supper, and there was no Wacion by which to send

the Invitation.

You are invited, oiiee for all,

Douw! 'tis not that time does fail

Or will, save on Apostles horses.

Too far it is to go on foot,

And easier to dissuade than not;

When each one spares his horse, to spare our feet

they force us.

They rode, and each came for the hest,

They ride not now, each in the least;

Tlie sun goes down. Is't any wonder?

Each digs, toils, nioils, ]iursues his own.

And, to his loss, seeks that alone.

Tlie world goes up; God's churcli and worship

going under.

But run, pen! not on too far;

No one has wagon, horse or car:

I come to you and all together.

You are invited to this feast.

Where no one is too oft a guest.

Where Christ your portion is, and God's our

heavenly Father.
'
20
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Mvn zicl! liout op, en selirvft iiiet mecr,

Ton lleoinol ..pgoti-ockeii, Ilcor!

Wie zond' nict kmneii, t)iu to kmnen?

lok kooiii, oft kost ick ]i(ii;-or gaou,

'k Zouil Josus zioii, on hogor staon,

En -wagons, clok van vyor cm Josuiu to

liokoinou.

K(Uiit l>(iuw, on toont niyn groot vordriot.

"Wio ziol oft wagons liooft, ott iiiot.

iSriet mooi-, oft langor to vorzookon.

Is Josns oft svn lyilon niot?

Douwl -s'ortlioont niyn groot vordriot,

Zo (lit is niotnion(kd, Godt stolt 'ot in zyn

lioooken.

"t Gelooft, dat soliult on straft" vordooft

Is inoor dan wot on straff 't golooft

Brengt ons, on n van ]\\('V iia liovon.

Doot dit on moor g<idtsaliclioyt.

Gelodft on l)oot stolt zalidnyt,

()iu 't saiuon Godt alliior, on Ciodt liior na to lovon.

VOCE EEN POORT
Golyok ons voonlandt is,

Dat niorgon goon laudt is;

So is mon, vol \ordriots,

Ku lots, on niorn-cu niots.
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Refrain, my soul, coiiiiilain iiu more!

Drawn up, Lunl! to lieaveu't^ door,

Who would not come, so there to enter?

I eome, and eould 1 higher rise,

I'd Jesus see; and mount the skies,

In ehariots of lire, the Savior to encounter.

Come, Douwl behold my grievous woe.

The soul which wagons has or no.

Naught more or longer need solicit.

Are Jesus or his suit" rings naught?

0, Douw! hehold my aching heart.

Though it be e'er so small, God in his books

does place it.

But faith, which sin and death destroys,

Is stronger than both death and laws,

It raises us and you to heaven;

Devotion does all this and more;

Salvation springs from faith and prayer,

Here and hereafter both, God's love to us

vouchsafing.

FOR A GATE.

Like as our moorland is,

To-morrow nor laud is.

So 't is with woe begone,

Now some, to-morrow none.
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GRAAFSCIIKIFT
VodU D. Johannes >Ii:<^ai'(ii.ensis, Pkedkant tot Nieli

Amsterdam.

Kicuw Nedorlaudor sdireyt,

Ell spaert gocii tnuu'ii, want

Megapokmsis luyt

(Zuyl van Xicuw Xrderlaudt)

Wnv uyt syn vclk- Icdcu.

iSvii ouve'i'iiKifydc wcrck

Was liiddeu dag en uaelit,

En yv'rc'U in GoiUs kcrck.

Xu rust Ly, en liclaclit

Des weeivUs vdtdhvik'n.

GRAAFSCIIRIFT
VooK Jw. Anna Loockehmaks wede. van den IIeer Oi.of

StEPHENSZ van CoRTI.ANDT, OVEUl.EDEN DEN 14 3Iav, 1G84.

Ill Duminc qiii>«.

Hier rust, die sunder rust was tseck^rt Cortlandts

doot,

En zoelit geeu rust, dun liaest en neveus hem te

rusten.

lly stierf. Sy k-est en stertt Men rust in Al.)rams

seliu,,t.

Kn leest, waer Jesus is, in ware rust en lusten.

Was Anna' in Godtsdienst, l)a(U- Ilanna met Godts

geest.

Maer dese was akeen, dat beyde zyn gewcest.

'Luke ii,36. -2 Sam. i, 10-11.
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EPITAPH
On DojnNE Johannes Meijapolensis, Ministek at Nev

Amsteeda.m.

New Xetlierlamler weep,

Check not the gushing- tear.

In perfeet sliape, duth .sleep

Megapolensis hei-e,

—

New Xetherhmd'.s great treasure.

His never-tiring work

Was day and night to pray,

And zeal in tli' chureli exert.

Now let him rest, where may

He seorn all worldly pleasure.

EPITAPH
For Madam Anna Loockekmans, Widow ov Olof Stepiiensen

Van Cortlandt, Esq., deceased 14 May, 1684.

Here rests who after Cortlandt's death no rest

And sought no other rest than soon to rest beside him.

He died. She lived and died. Both now in Abram

rest.

And there, where Jesus is, true rest and joys abide in.

God's will did Anna' serve; God's aid did Hannah-

pray.

In this alone alike, that both have passed away.

' Luke ii, 36.
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OP T (lONTEEFEYTSEL
Van U. Nrui,ai>; liE.NSF.i.AEU, Pi!upiiki;t van Cakei, II,

KllXIXl'K VAX EXGI.ANDT.

Is 't Konsulaor. oft niotr

Die Xei'i'landt (Hidonvclit liceft

Vail zeuii-cii en vcrdrirt,

Kii Carcls-ci-.HUi versi-'lit lieeft

Zucr laiiii- vuur zvu n-ul)iedt.

GRAAFSCIIRIFT
Xedeki.axdt.

VllOK PeTIUS STIV\ESAN1-, CEWKSEN (JENEIi^UiE VAN NlEUW

Stiiytt iiict te seer in 't saiidt, want dacr leyt Stuyvesaiit,

Die ecrst was "t opiiiTliuoft van gantsch Xieuw

Xodorlanilt,

Ell gaf met wil of gecn liet laiidt den vyaiidt over.

tSo naweeii en henuiw trett ifinants liert, svn hert

Stierf diiysentniaal, imi drong ,inly(lcl\-<dve siiiert,

In 't eerste al te ryek. op 't laaste al te jiuver.

OP EEN MODDERMAN EEN SACK-
JE GOUTS OPBAGOERENDE.

Indien d'er winid'reii zyn, sei is dit eeii der Wdiidereii,

l)at my "t geliud^ komt, niet van boven, niaer van

oiideren:

Want daer iek liagger. niet dan stinekeinl dreek

en slyek,

Daer maeekt gebaggert gout my eu niyii kind'reii

rvek.
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ON THE PORTRAIT
Of Dijmine Nicholas Renselaer, Pkopitet of C'iiahles II,

King of En(;lakd.

Is 't Roiiselaer or no,

Wlio Xc4]ierlan.l infuniKMl has,

Of l)l(.-ssings and of woe.

And Charles's ei-nwn forewarned has,

LoiiiT ere he eanie tlieretoV

EPITAPH
For Peter Stutvesant, late General of New Netiieri.akd.

>S/ir not the sand too much, for there lies Stuyvesant,

Who erst commander was of all Xew Xetherland.

Freely or no, nnto the foe, the land did lie yive over.

If grief and sorrow any hearts do smite, his heart

Did die a thousand deatlis and undergo a smart

Insuti"ral)le. At tirst, too rich; at last, too jjaiirrc.

ON A MUDMAN DREDGING UP A
BAG OF GOLD.

If wonders ever were, then this indeed is wonderful.

That my good luck not from alcove, but come from

under will.

For where I only dredge iov stinking mud and mire,

I and my children wealth do dredg'd-up gold ac(|uire.
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OP BAETSOECKEXDP] EN ONRECIIT
M A T I G E S C II U TEN.

Oft 't roelito scliouti^Mi zyn, mii wotton to hesi'lionueu

T)u- woosi'U zyn ten last, v\i wednwcn tot sclirick,

En sldckcn ilnrpon in, un sjict-lcn nirt ilc ernu'ii,

Fai wc'Ot ii-k nit't. Een sellout moot "t elcken oogcn

blick

Siy voogen na Godts Avc't on koysorlycko rooliton.

Om 't (|uaot door 't swoert mot roditon niot mot (^uao

tc sloohton.

OPT B A N C K E E T VAN E E N
DOCTOR.

Maookt d'dorldg lianok-rottiors, 't on is goon oorlogs-

wondoi-

Voor eooplions; maor, lialaosi wat In-aelit don dootor

ondor?

Was "t oorldg mot syn vroiiw 'r oft krygt liy got'ii

patjonton 'i

Gft lyilt liy vool vorlios van jaorlyoksolio ronton?

Maor (Von i^loogt huytons liuys to lapiion door do billen,

p]n d' andor binnons huys mot brasson 't goodt to

spillou.

Ziot, dacr do man on vrouw, om prys hot gcldt vor-

tooron,

Zyn rotton in do kist en mottcn in do klcorcn.
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ON xMERCENARY AND UNJUST
BAILIFFS.

If they true balifts be, who for the law maintaining;,

Do orphans overwhelm, and widows terrify.

And hamlets gobble up, the poor with sport disdaining,

I know not ; but, I trow, a sellout should ever try

To have the law of God and sovereign rights possess

him.

The wrong with power by right and not by wrong-

suppressing.

UPON THE BANKRUPTCY OF A
PHYSICIAN.

That war should bankrupts make of merchants is no

wonder

:

But what, alas ! was it that brought the doctor under V

Was 't warfare with his wife ? or did he get no patients V

Or suftered he great loss from some wlio do not pay

rents ?

The one outside the house freely expends the treasure.

The other wastes, within, the goods beyond all measure.

Behold the man and wife, by equauderiug so flagrant,

Are rotten in the box and mothy in the raiment.

•21



164 POEMS OF 8ELYNS.

VAN QUADE VROUWEN MET DE
D E R D E I) A E G S C HE K R T S .

De (kTclenilai'u-sclie koorts is eeii der grootste plagoii,

Maer vronweii, stiiiirs on l)oos, zyii d'aklergrootste

f|naot,

Want 't vasti'u engeliedt kan 't cerste quaedt vorjageu,

Maer wat lit't tweedf I'acckt, 'k en wcet gecii troost

nocli raet

Dan 't (juaet met gi-DOt gedult te l.ydeu,

Eu d'eerste aeiistoot te venviydeii.

AEN-EN AFRAEDINGE ON WEDU-
W E E S T E T R U W E N .

AKXRADINGE.

Vriest ieiiiaut, dat liv trouwt geeii linulyt, die reelite

niaegt is,

Oft, 'k Aveet iiiet wat, gevraegt is.

Die kies'eeii weewdtje uyt, en laet de vrysters vaeren,

Voor die oiiseeelvfi- paereii.

AFRAEDINGE.

Maerzyii geeii weduwees voor dnlibelt wee tchouwen,

Met //-te (hi inr te trouwen ?

Des wat liet y.y. oft iiiet, wiekan uyt 't water di-inekeii

Daer aiidei-e \erdriiu-kt'ii.
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OF SCOLDING WIVES AND THE
THIRD DAY AGUE.

Among the greatest plagues, one is tlie tliird day ague
;

But cross and scolding wives the greatest evils are;

"With strong and pra\"rt'nl minds the first will cease to

plague you,

But for the last 1 kiinw not what advice to dare
;

Except with iiatience all to sutler,

And ne'er the first assault to prolter.

REASONS FOR AND AGAINST
M A R R Y I N G WIDOWS.

PRO.

Fears any one his Ijride lest slie a virgin l;e not,

Or what he would, I know not;

Let him a widow choose, and let the spinsters tariy.

Ere in such doubts he nuirry.

CON.

To wed a widow, is it not to marry trouble,

And woe with woe to doulile?

But be this so or not, who can take water down him

Another had to drown in ?
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OP M E Y D E N EN K A T T E N

.

En g-rau-e kat en trage iiiovilt,

Baert liuys-krakeel en yeen iirotyt;

Maer meydeu graeg en katten traeg

Zyn bnitentwj'ifel grooter plaeg,

Want snoept de kat cens nn of dan,

Geen stuck, of 't meysje snoept er van.

En maeckt tresoor en kelder leeg,

Dus lioe men 't raenit, 't en is geen dees

T ( ; K A F T S (
' 1 1 E 1 F T \'

( ) R D" A 1) V T

.

C O K N E L I S A L M E L V E E N .

Ilondt op, die gaet,

Fw ti-edt en reen

:

Want dese steen.

Daer gy op staet,

Deekt d'advoeaet.

Alnieloveen.

C H E N S T I C N .

t^PONSI EESKKCTU SPONS.E.

VIVIt Vena Mlhl e Venis, neqVe Vena VenenI

est,

Vena DoLorls erat; Vena saLVtIs erit.
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ON MAIDS AND CATS.

A nimble eat and laz\- maid,

Breed household feuds and are no aid ;

But lazy cats and nimble maids,

Beyond all doubt, are i,n'eater plagues.

Once, now and then, the cat may eat,

But snoops the maid in ev'ry plate.

And makes the purse and cellar low.

How e'er it hits, tlixrc is no dowjli.^

EPITAPH FOR THE ADVOCATE,
CORNELIS ALMELOVEEN.

Stop, traveller.

Your thoughts contain.

This stone does screen.

Beneath you here,

The barrister,

Almeloveen.

CHPtONOSTIC.
Of a Bridegroom in i!p:spect of his Bride.

No poisonous vein, but a Veen out of veins, lives for

me,

A vein of sorrow it was, a vein of safety 't will be.

' It is not riglit.
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IN CAEMINA.
JoHAXxis WiLSoxi, Sex. Pastoius Neo Bastonlexsis, Qu-e

Neo Belgico Gubernatoki Cecinit.

Tu, RovcTL'iule senex, vatcs ^aiietissime, lingua

Xuiniiiis, autistos logis li(inori|. g-rcgis,

Afcipe rosjionsinn, ijikkI at liar tilii mittitur urbe,

Diiinq. iiKMi vcstrmn caruiiin' caniioii cgft.

Xec satis ost cecinissc itcniiii IJastoiiia plaudit,

Vicinuiii(|. t'acis carnn'u, ailii\' suluni.

Scilicet Isaidcii sciiucris, sacrnsi|Uc luietas,

C^iotipidt craut. suiniiia dcxtcritate sapis.

(^icni(|. cclcl)i-anius pativiu, iucTku'c ccl.diras

Sunqitu, landc. nianu, caruiiuc. conic, tide.

Illc petit paceui, scd tu pn, pace pccaris,

Duinip pia gaudes pace, lieatus eris.

Fratmuiiii. studet f.cdus cninpiuiei'c. sed nos

Tnius in Christ., tlederis esse rcfcro.

Illc I)e.. ]!elgis,i. Udvis ui.Hlerauiilie erodest.

Te(p <lei atipic linniiuuiu causa salusip luovct.

Cuiip Curai.'dviuui cur:e est, latccpie guliernat,

Xil de.xtra est proprius, nil pietate iirius.

Ule liduiinuni jiestcui, (pms \-c.\at spiritus, ndit,

Sed tiid tota coliors iieila cloaca inali est.

Quos et Evaugelii [ludet, et le.\ cutliea s.irdet,

Aut nil sunt vigiles, lU'ilera. sancta Trias.

Cumipied.iceiit,connnuueUKduniest. Ecclesiaiu'aestat,

Xec silii, scd C'liristti vivei'e ijUcuKpie decet.

Tc mage luiraumr de zeln et .•(.dice sa.-r...

Ciuae.|Ue tui noruut, i.innibus ilia patent.
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Prfesertimque novo i'aciuiit idiomate numen,

Turn credeiida loipii, tuiii t'acifiiila loqui.

Jam facile est Iiulis c-adestciu paiulere portam

Et J^Teogentili voce ciero iidcni.

Sed iiondmii, fateor, sunms liae in parte beati,

Aut pro barbarico seniino nullus adest.

Xe tamen accusor culpa', AVilt*one, uee omnes

Aut ausani, aut sunnnani religionis habent.

Id vero pro parte tua est, Xco Anglia vicit,

Et qui sunt victi, scdulitate docet.

Sique atras igitur furias iStuvesantius armis

Frseuet, forte spei janua major erit.

Hinc justi posco belli fideiq. triumplium,

Meque tibi et Christo vivere juro. Vale.

Scriptum Neo Amsfela'd.

E P I T A P IT I U M M E U M .

-iEtas si qua roget ; cujum, Seline, sepulchrum

Dum sileo, prsestat quemque silere, meum est.
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NOTES.
I.

Page 133.

^^pdiiis Liii/H- <n„/ Jiiillth Villi Twndoon.

^Egidius Luyck came to New Aiiisli-rdiim in January, 1663, for

the purpose of instructing the sons of Governor Stuyvesaut. He

was then twenty-one years of age, and, though young, bore the title

of domine or reverend ; but lie was merely a theological student at

that time. Indeed it does not appear that he ever officiated as a min-

ister of the gospel. Immediately upon his arrival here he toolc

charge of the Latin school which had been established in the colony

three years before. Two years afterwards tlie city was surrendered

to the English, and in 166.5 he visited Holland in company with

Governor Stuyvesant, who went there to vindicate his course in

giving up New Amsterdam, and, l>_y consequence, the whole colony of

New Netherland.td the cnmiy, williout n-sistaiuc. Luyck rcliirncd

to New Amsterdam bcfun- Stuyvesant and while it was under tlie

English rule, and sympathizing strongly with the Dutch interest was

appointed by Governor Colve, upon the retaking of the city in 1673

by the Dutcli under Benkes, one of the commissioners to appraise

the estates of the inhabitants. He was in fact a burgomaster at the

time of the recapture and as such signed the articles of capitulation,

no doubt very gladly, on the pari of llic city. When, on the final

restoration of thecolony to tlu' l^jmlish, the inhabitants were required

to take the oath of allegiance to the new government, Luyck refused

to do so, and soon after left the country, finally, for the fatherland.

Of the bride still less is known. It appears, however, from the

records of the DiUcli clninli in New York, that she came fniin
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Bc-veiitcr in (4ncl.l.'rlaiiil Tli.'iv h ivasi.n lo liclicvi' tluit she was a

meml.rr of thr fniiiily ,.f < ;.>vrninr Sliiyvrsaiit, iii.t only from the

fact stated in tlir lini's of ])(iniinc Sclynstliat Air roi.lid in llic fori,

where l)robalily tin' linvcnuir at that time liveil, linl froin llir way in

wliicli a person ot tlicsanif name— certainly not Inv. Iml inoli^ilily

Oil siaiis of .\: ir Yuri. Uisl. <'"ll., I, :;ilS, of church rueuiliers made in

Kisii liy Doniinc Sclyns, is tin' following entry: " Juffrouw Judith

Iscaidoorn. widow of I'ctcr Stnyvoant." We have seen the original

and tind tlii> is a correel io]>y of the minute of Doniine Selyn-..

It jiroent^ a iirol.lem .liHicidt to solve. The name of the wife

Miiall

village in Gueldeiiaiid, near Tie!, and hence may have honie llic name

of Isendoorn. She >ui\iMd tlie udvirnoi'. and lier will U lo he

found of record in the ollice .,f [W ^urrouate of ,N, nv York, Mi'.

Vahaitine cmplieatc^ the dillicidty in his manual of the corponilion

her name wa> l>cnd n. He i- certainly wrong. We havi^ .are.

fullv .xamined Ih.' will ami cannot dlMover in it the lea^t autli..rily

,.r Van l>cn.loorn who wa> a dilfcrenl |,er>on trom .hidith Hayard the

wife ..r (.overnor Sluyvesanl, It is in the record of l>a|>tisms still

invM-rve.l l>y the Diilch Kelormed Collegiate chnnh of ihe ciiy of

New York. There were Ihiic children of the uuirriage of ^Egidi-

us laiyek and .Iiidilli \'an Im iiilooru born in Kew Amsterdam.

At the liapti^ni of the tir-i om\ Catharyntie, on the id of

Xovemlicr, H!(;4, Petrns Sluyvesant and Judith Bayard are

named as witnc>ses. At tin- baptism of (iideon, the sironil

horn, on the tir>l ol' Seiitianher, liiTl, Judith Isendoorn and

Judilh Muyvc.aul are named a> wilness,-s; ami al the hajitism

,,ftlie third i-hild. fornelin-. Jae.>l., on the Kith of AuguM, HIT:!,

Jaeohus Hacker and Judilii iMaidooru wia-c prcs.ait as witnesses.
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These entries indicate pretty elearly tlial Juilitli Isendniini and

Madame Stuyyesant were dilferent jiarties, as well as tlie laet tliat

there was probalily some laniily eonneelion lietween tluin. It

might be supposed that the Judith Isendoorn here named was the

spouse of Luycli and the mother of the children ; but we find in an

entry of the baptism of Catharine, the daughter of Nicholas William

Stuyvesant (son of the governor) and Maritje Beekman, in 1678,

when Madame Luyck had left the country and gone back to Holland

with her husband, that at this liaplism .linlilh Van Isendndi-n was a

witness; thus showing that tliii-e was uiuitlier piisnii of the iianie

residing in Xew Amsterdam, ueilher the wife of .Egidius J^uyck

nor the widow of Governor ^^tuvvesa!lt.

II.

p.MiK is;.

rill .)r,iss„ny of t/ir Diilrh t,ij ll„ Imllniix ,it Ksopiis.

The massacre by the Indians of the Diileh s.-lllers at AViltwyck,

now Kingston, Ulster county, so (ireninstanlially narrated in this

poem, took place on the 7th of June, lUi;:!. The horrors of the

transaction are not exaggerated here. Twenty-one persons were

killed and fifty-five led away captive, besides some being wounded. It

took place at noonday, while the men mostly were in the fields, who

were shot down as they rushed homeward to their burning dwell-

ings, which the savages had set fire to, after entering them carelessly

under the ]>ii'trnee of selling maize and beans to the women. The

minister of the place, liev. .Air. IJhan, wrote to the chassis of Amster-

dam a letter which in brief describes the awful barbarity of the Indians.

" The burnt bodies," he says, " were most frightful to behold. A
woman lay roasted with her child at her side, as if she were just

delivered, of which I was a living witness. Other women laj' burnt

also in their houses, and one corpse with her fruit still in her womb

was most cruellv liutehercil with her hnsliand and another child in
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their dwelling. The houses ^vere converted into heaps of ruins, so

that I might siiysvith Micah, ' "we are made desohitc'
—

" VCalUiglmn'ti

Hist. 11/ Atir JS'itkirlaml, II, 475, -n-here a list of the names of the

sufferers and an interesting narrative of the expedition of the Dutch

against the savages and their punishment, together nith the recovery

nf the t'liri-ruin captives may lie liiuiid. There are sdiiie interesting

traditions in relation to this bloody affair, more fancifid, hcnvcver,

than true, to be found in "Weiss's Jlixi. t>f Fniic/i J'rvt. Bifiigdii, Am.

ed. II, -JW.

Ill

• I!,li„l,ibir:' h rniitiiniiil, "tin inrtli h,.ir it ,r„.-, .-/,„/., 1,

.

JJ.„r J,r,sr,llfr.,,i, th, sl.ii „,„l s,„„l!^j....r .,„„,,;,,/ l/„ l.,,,,!.-

Of the portents.— the eaitlKiuakes. meteors and sickni ss, men-

tioned by the poet as foretokening the massaere. no aecount of ilieir

nature or extent, or indeed of tlieir occurrence in New X( ilicrlaml.

has come down t<i us, Avith the excejitinn of mention that the small-

pox raged with great morl;ility at tlie time indicalrd, 1h>i1i among

the Dutch and Indians. !>lil], the stab mi nl olDomine Selyns as

land. They-ivcre felt and witnessed tliroughoul the whole of Canada

particularly, where they were the most terrific ever known, and

produced the greatest changes in the face of the earth any where

mentioned in history. Cla\ iger... who derived his informatn.n from

reliable sources, as we will i.resently see, sums n|. these exiraonlinary

results in his hisU.ry of Mexico, in I hes,' words ; "The earlh<|iiake

uhieh was t( 11 in Canada in the year lllli;! (.verwlielmed a chain of

mounlains of freestone more than three hundred miles long, the

whole of that immense tract being changed into a plain."' He

does not give his authority and his statement has, therefore, been

considered by those who have not investigated the subject, as ([uite

ICnllen's Cla\igei-o, II. -J-Jl.
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apochrj-plial. But the testimony of Father Hierosme Lalcmaiit, who

was present in Canada at tlic lime, anil the existing vestiges of the

convulsion, abundantly eslalilish the facts. The account of the

Jesuit missionary sent from Quebec, is very interesting. " The

heavens began," he writes, " with beautiful phenomena ; the earth

followed with furious upheavings which gave us to understand that

these spirits of the air, mute and brilliant, w-ere not mere empty

signs, since they presaged to us convulsions which were about to

make us tremble, in causing the earth to tremble. We have seen,

since the last autumn, flaming serpents which interlaced themselves

with each other in the form of the caduceus and flew through the

air on wings of fire. At Quebec we saw a large globe of flame

which made the night quite as light as day, only the sparks which it

sent forth in every direction mingled terror with the pleasure which

we experienced in looking at it. The same meteor appeared at

Montreal, but it seemed to come out of the bosom of the moon, with

a noise equal to that of cannon or thunder, and after traversing three

leagues in the air finally disappeared behind the large mountain

which gives its name to this island. But what seemed most extraor-

dinary to us was the apparition of the three suns. It was a fine day

last winter, and about eight o'clock in the morninu, tliat a light, almost

imperceptible, vapor rose from our iircat river, and when struck by

the rays of the sun became transparent, but in such a manner that it

had sufficient body to sustain the two Images which this planet

depicted upon it. The three suns were almost in a strait line, distant

several fathoms apart, the real sun being in the middle. All three

were crowned by a rainbow, whose colors were not w ell defined, now

appearing like those of the Iris, then of a luminous white as though

there were lielow an excessively strong light. This sight lasted

nearly two hours the first time it appeared, which was on the seventh

of January, 1663 ; and the second time, which was on the fourteenth

day of the same month, it did not last so long, but only until the

colors of the Iris having become dissipated by degrees, the two suns

on the sides vanished also, leaving the one in the middle, as it were

victorius." He then speaks of an eclipse of the sun on the first day
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<if SciitemlxT, KiO:!, " wliicli rcnilcreil tin- forests pale, sombre and

iHclanclioly." It lu-an :il -'4 mill. 45 sec. past 1 P. M. aii.l ended at

.",,' mill. 44 see. [la-l :l. Tlii^ Fallier deserilies tlie earlli(|iial<e wliieli

U;ii:!. at alioiit lialf past live o'cioek ill llie alKa'iioou, and llie niiii-

lilinnit eaused was lieanl nt th, s,u,„ tn,„ ihron-iioni tiie wli.de of

Cana.la. He brin-s llie liMrliil seene vi\idly before llie mind ol' the

reader. " Tlie walls of lli<- houses sway to and fro, tlio stones all

sliakim; a- if tliey w i re loose; the roofs bend first on one side and

th.-n on the oiler: llie belK rins; of themselves ; the beams, rafters

and floors crack; the e;,rlli l.omi, Is, caii>in-lhe stakes of the palisades

to dance; every one rushes oiil ; Ihe cattle run wild; childnn ,ry in

the streets; m.ai and \sonieii allVi-hted know not where I., lake

ingall the time with a certain ndlinu' like that ..I ship, on the se;

and causing' in some tin- saiiu' sickness at the -tomai h as is fell o

the water. In the toivsls the .li>order wa> still uiv;iler. ll seemc

as if there were a Mni--ie helweeii the tree, which knocked a-ain^

each other; the trunk. »ere det;,elied, le;ipim; up and d..wn i

such confusion and fraca. that our Indians deelareil llie whide fore^

dof ourFrenehii

Three Rivers, tiv

..us height, have become level, having been razee



POEMS OF SELYNS. 177

fountlations and nprooU-d to llic k'vcl of the watur; those two moun-

tains with all tlicir forests having liccn (.vrininicd hito the liver,

forming a dam wliich coniiieUed the river to ehange its bed and

spread itself over large plains, and the earth which had been under-

mined tumbling into it and mingling with its waters, which are still

so thick and troubled with it that they change the color of the entire

river of the St. Lawrence. Imagine how much earth must be neces-

sary in order to continue to fill tliis body of water for three months

always full of mud. Fields are seen of more than a thousand acres

entirely tiat, and as though they had been probalily ploughed in the

same place where there were before only forests. At Tadoussac a

shower of ashes was seen which traversed the river like a heavy

storm. In the direction of the bay of St. Paul there was a little

mountain situated on the border of the river, about a quarter of a

league in circumference, which sunk, and then, as if it had only dived,

came up again from the bottom of the water to change itself into a

little island; and lower down towards the Point of Larks (aux Aloii-

ettes) an entire forest having become detached from the main land

glided into the river, showing large trees upright and blooming

which have arisen in the water in one day. These earthciuakes

lasted till in the month of August, that is, more than six months; in

themoutaius whieli lay behind, the noise and trembling weiv jier-

petual ; in other places there was usually a trembling two or three

times a day. In extent we believe it to have been universal through

all New France, for we learn it was felt in the islands of Percce and

Gaspe, and also in New England, Acadia and other places ; so that of

our own knowledge it was felt for a distance two hundred leagues in

length by one hundred in breadth — that is, twenty tbousind superfi-

cial leagues of earth trembled at once, the same ilay and niomeul."'

In corroboration of this description of Father Lalemaut we must

add here the evidences to which we have alluded, furnished by the

physical aspects of the country at the present day. They are

described in a paper prepared by Lieut. Baddely, who does not appear

ever to have seen the Jesuit relation, upon the geognosy of the Sa-

1 Relation de la SeiireUe France is annfes 1002 et 1003. Cliap. I and II.
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iiwn-^y comitry. Hiiviii- ol.scrvrd tlmt in i;ciicrnl both sides of tlir

Siiii-urnay uiv oliaraflcri/ril l.y a (•onrn,ii..ii> cliain nf moimlaiiis

ttlii.sr l,,n-iliiiliiial .iiilliiK' is (iiily sliuhtlv umlnlatcd wijilc llicir |«n

-

iiMially i.arall.'l. llial iiitrlliiiciit writer remarks: " It will uol fail I"

1„. cl.serviMl thai Ihis sliiililly iiiHlulalcd nutlinc wliirli is ,-l,anictcristic

„! both si.h'S of thr Sa:.,H.|iay, is al vanan.v «ilh Ih,' -.airral .lire.--

ti„n „ftl„. mnuntai.i rliah.s in Ihis rnuntry and i.arlicnlarly with

those in its n.iLihhnilKMHl. The licneral eoiirse of the nionnlain

chains is northeast ami >oullnvest. that is, the same as the valley of

the St. Lawrence. The valley of the Saguenay is from the north of

west and nearly at riuht an-les to it. It is therefore, a cross valley.

That the roeks on either side of this valley were one.' uniled there

appetirs very little reas.m to doiil.l ; hut water nuisl have had very

lillle to do with separating I h.'ni, at l.'asl in the first inslan.-e. From

it would seem to have once been till<-d liy a c<mtinuous chain which

has lieen severed longitudinally by .-onie violent catastrophe the nature

of which can only be surmised. It is probable, however, lli.it an

i'arth(|Uake has ath'eted tliis ili>junelion. A -reat wavi' would not

have aet.-d lon-ilu.liually. but transversely, or in the direction of

least resistaue.'. The insi-nitieant streams which euPr this u..ble

river have had liltle .tfeel in fonuinn- it, and tlie op.a-alion of tides and

maritime currents, Ihoiuih more etfeelu.d, can only have been p.arlial

and secondary." 7/v,„.v. /.//. ,,,„l I list. s.„-i,t;i .,f (j,,,/,,,-. 1, 7!i, 1(»7-n,

The s>Tcat earlluiuake is mentioned as beinj!- felt in New England

bv .losselvn. 7>" l''..V",'A» I" Ae/r Kiiijluiid, ]!. 271.

IV.

Ww.v. 147.

Ihnu. Wmiiiii, Xii'iirnihxiis,')).

synian was a relative of Domine f-
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di-atli in 1081 was tlic miiiistor of llie Diilfli fliurrh in the cily

of New York. Doni. Nieuwenlmysfu had a cDiilrovi'i-sy wilh

Governor Andross in regard to the installaliim nt' the Key. Nich<ilas

Renselaer as minister of the niitcli eluireli at Alliany, tipoii llie

recommendation of llic Duke of Yorlv, against tlie usages of

the church and tli<' wislies of the congregation. Being summoned

before the governor and council he admitted that a minister

ordained in England liy liisliops. as Mr. Renselaer had been, was

qualified to officiate and administci- t lie sacraments according to the

constitution of the Refornird Dutch iliurch; but this admission was

manifestly no admission <if the /vV//// of Renselaer so to officiate;

Init it was in form only a eoncessiou, and satisfied the civil power.

It was probabty this circumstance of his controversy in relation to an

Albany question, that has led Dr. Rogers in his interesting Discourse

on the Dutch church in that city into the error of saying that Dom.

Nieuwenhuysen officiated in 1675 in Albany as the colleague of Dom.

Schaats. The latter was, in the theological nomenclature of the parties

in the Dutch church at that d.iy, a Voetian, while Dom. Nieuwen-

huysen was a Cocieian ; and an luiicin of two sucli opposing elements

would hardly have been agrefable, to say the least, in the same

congregation.

V.

P.VGE 15!).

Doinim Jolmnnm Megapolenm.

The Rev. Johannes Megapoleusis came from Holland to New Ncth-

erland in 1643, under an agreement with Kiliaen Van Rensselaer to

officiate as minister in his colony for six years. At the termination

of that engagement he took charge of the church at New Amsterdam,

and continued its minister initil his death in Uiili), at the age of sixty

seven.

23
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Thr nnmc M,,,,,,,,.!. .sis is \Mmv,M Warn .Mr

a iiidiioiianl, uas called Ki tlie Wieringcrwaara in the dassis of Alk-

maar. Xorili llcllaiul. in 1634, and was its first minister; from thence

lo llii' joint lon^riiiations of Srlun'cl and Bcrircn or Berc-nm, in the

sanir dassis, wliiav lie remained until his departure for New Xetlier-

land.

His son Sanuiel. who eame ov.r with liim, was first sent to Harvard

eolle-e. and afterwards to lb.' university of Lev.hai, where he (.htained

lus de-ree of Doctor Theolo-i.ais et .-Mediciis. lietiifuin- to New

Amsterdam lie hecame asMuiated witli hi> father in the ministry of

the chnich there, niinn the recommendation of Selyns, and to take

liis place. Hi' rcturneil to Holland after the .surrender, wherehe was

call.d t.i the church in the Wierinnewaard in 1G70,— thence to the

Sccileh ( hnrch at Flu^hin-. in lllTr, and tinally to the Seol.h church

at Dor.lreclil, in Ids.-,, w hcac he ciailiiuied milil 17(1(1. when he

became (///.//V'/.v. He w as jnolialily livini; in 17(r>, as Veeris. from whom

vein- does not mention his death. Doniine .Johannes Me.irapolensis,

was a leiirned and \iious man. While at Fort Orange lie acquired

thidauiiua^c of tin' Moliawks and preached to them in their native

ton-ne. He wrote a N/e-// Shtrh „f ll„ }f,.h,nrl. I,i,li.n,.-< l„ \. ir

Hazard's Illslnrlml ('..ll,rli,u,s. and in the Cnll.rliuns of t/„ .\, ,r Vurk

nislorl,;il S.„-i,tii,'Sv\\ Series, vol. iii. 14:!. The lines (.f our author

the gosiiel. Selyns hail heen associaleil with liim on his first arrival

inN. N. in KKii.and knew IlIui well. He .ilso pnhlislied a catechism
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VI.

Pa(;k 101.

Doiiiim .\ir/,.,l„.. R,i,.,hi<r.

Sinitli, thf hislcjrian, alhuk's to the sauif iiniiilifcy (if Hcv. .Ml'.

Renselaer, predicting the restoi'alion of Cliarles II., ami adds that the

people of Albany had a high opinion of his pmiihctir >|ilril, and

many strange tales about him still prevailed there in his time. Mr.

Renselaer came over to New York iu 1675 and sought a grant of the

manor of Rensselaerswyck by reason of the transfer of the colony to

the Duke of York. It does not appear clearly whether he was

related to the family of the original patroou or not. He failed how-

ever in this object. He had been admitted to holy orders in England

by the bishop of Sarum and officiated as chaplain to Van Goch, the

Dutch minister in London. He was recommended by the Duke of

York to Sir Edmund Andross for a living m the colony. He was

accordingly collated to Albany, but he was looked upon with disfav(jr

both by the members and clergy of the Dutch cluir<li there, and was

soon involved in difficulties with both ; though he did not live long to

cause them trouble. He died in 1<)T8. He married Alida, a daugliter

of Philip Pietersen Schuyler, the founder of tlie Schuyler family

in this state. His widow became the wife of Robert Livingston.

VII.

Paue KJl.

G(jc. PeUr tiliiyremiit.

The author plays upon the name of Stuyvesant. The origin

spelling of the name was Stuyfsant. The father of Gov. Stuyv

sant was a clergyman, and in a list of members of the ehureli at Be

licum, asmall town in Friesland where he oHieiated, is this entr>
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•.lulv 111. ll«2, (Ml n Fridav, am 1 lialtlia/.ai•^

\\r paid a vi~it lo Bi-rlUuin hi ISCI. It i^ a Miiall viUa-c iii tlR'

iiniihcrii part nt Frir>laii.l <-.iiilaiiiiiii:- Icr-- than tu.. huiich-r.l hnUM-s,

hvc ill a Mat.' of ahiLost patriaivhal simiilhity aii.l duvcitc themselves

to the raisin- nf |...tat<Ms. apples and dther tfuit. But no trace ot

the Stiiyvesant thmily was to he h>iinil there. The old eliureh even

inwhieli tlie liev. liahliazar preaelieil liad heen removed, though

n paintin- of it adorned tlie walls of the one whieU had taken its

plaee. We nhtained some parthailars of the -..vernor's father, liow-

ever, while we were in Fri.slaiid. lie earn,, to Jierlieuni from SeUer-

pen/.eel in the sonlhern part of the same |.r..vinee, where h,' was the

minister previoii- to Hil'.l. He left 15erli( nm for Delf/yl in (iiielder-

laiid in 1(;:14, uliere he die.l Ihnvyear^ afleruards. lie «as t\Niee

marrie.l.tirst uilh -Mar-arella llard.aistein « ho di,.l at I'.erli. inn on

the -Jd of May. HI'.'.-., at the a,-v of fifty. (io\,riior Feler Sliiyvesanl

was i-siie of this marriage, as also Annake. a danuliter, and perhaps

others. The second marriage was with Stymie Fietcrs of Harlem, on

thc-Jid of .Inly, KWr, and ot this marriage there were born Marga-

retta Itwo of that name) Trynckc and Balthazar.

Dom. Selyns lias iiuide the hiirden of his e|iitapli for the governor,

the surrender of New Amsterdam to the Kiiglisli. and apprises us

that he died of a broken heart caused hy that event.

VIII.

P.\(IE ItU.

(/,, •„„,<(,..

Domine Iluhert Beets married .losina a-Vciai in

iistic develops that year hy taking all the letters ol
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tu deiiutf liumau uuiuerals and adiliiig tlicir proper powers logellier.

This is one of the pieces of the author, of which the translation

in consequence of the word rein, being the same in English, Latin

and Dutch and being also the name of the liride, illustrates his

practice of punning upon the names of the persons who are the

subjects of his verses.
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NICASIUS DE SILLE.

]SriCASius DE SiLLe, 01' SiLLA, who was tirst couiieillrn-

in tlie administratiou of Governor Stiiy\'esant of the

atl'airs of IN'ew N"otlierland, wa.s a man of no ordinary

attainments in literature and .seienee. lie Avas prnlia-

bl}" a descendant of tlie person of tlie same naniewlio

filled several important positions under the govern-

ment of the United Provinces, as well as the nuuiici-

palitj of Amsterdam, in the latter part of the sixteenth

century. The identity of theii- names is, hovs^ever, all

the evidence in our possession to justify the opinion

in favor of this relationship, unless indeed his title of

u'dl born renders the supposition more probable. The

elder de Sillc was a native of Malines, or Mechlin, in

the Belgian provinces, which he abandoned on account

of religious persecution at tlie time when Balthazar

de Moucherou, Peter I'lancius and other of his

countrymen, for the same reason, lied to Holland,

where they became doubly entitled to the rio-hts and

consideration of citizens of the Dutch Republic, liy

reason of the part they took in the struggles of their

adopted country for independence of the imperial

power of Spain.
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Tlio snlijcct of tliis iiotifc was a native of Ariiliem,

and raiiie to Xow Xetlu rlaml in tlie suninior of KjJjo,

liriiiLiini;- \vitli liini a coniniissidn from the West India

('oniliany as first eouiicillov in the oolonial govcvn-

munt. In tliis ronimis.-ion lie is (Ivelarcil to lie an

experieneed and al)le statesman and s.ildior, and is

in>trnrted to reside at Fort AmsteiVlam, to delilieratc

witli tlie gdwrnor on all (juestiims <it' Avar. }ii>licc or

pulilie foree : to promote allianecs of amity and eom-

nuTee: to assist in the administration of jnstiee. Loth

eivil and ,'riiuinal: and to advise -enerally on all

matters •which miu-ht transpire in the cM.luny. He

appears to have enjoyed the confidenee of the governor,

wlenii he aoo,,mpaiiicd in th.' exj-edition to the Dela-

ware a-ainstthe Suvdcs. lie su.Tceded Van Tieidio-

ven in lOoG as tiscal, or attorney-general. He was

also at the same time ai.pointed sdinut or sheritl' of the

eity of Xew Amsterdam. In this ntllce it was his

dnty aiming other imiiortant hihors to make nightly

t.mrs around the town. It marks the simiilicity of

the times to ivad his (.-omplaints. cm one oe.-asinii, to

the liiirgdiuasters and scliepelis (if the eity, nf the

dogs making dangeiMUs atta<-ks upim him whilc^ per-

f.irming that service, .if the hall.Hiing of the Indians

in tlie streets, and the liuys playing An,,/,;, , that is. play-

ing hide and seek around the hooks or corners ,.f tlie

streets, to the prejudi<-e of (piietand gudddrder.

He lieeame one of the iiio[ii-ietors ol' Xew Utreeht

on Long Ishiiid. where in IG.w he liuih the first house
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eivrted ill tliat town. It was stamliuii- until witliin a

few years past. It was inclosed with liin-li palisa<les to

proteet it from attaek }>y the Indians. He resided

there in 1(359 and in 1(174, and prohahly until his

death, of Avhieli event, however, when and where it

took place, we tiiid no mention.

He licgan the records of tlic town of Xew Utrecht,

which are not only in his hand writiiiii', hut evince in

ditierent respects Ids literary ac(piirements. It is to

these records that we are indehted for the few speci-

mens of his verse, whicli enable us to present him as

one of the poets of New Netherland.

De Sille's closing days were clouded by domestic

troubles, and he seems to have needed all the consola-

tions of that religion which breathes throughout his

poetry, lie left three chil.lren, all by his tirst wife, a

son, Lawrence, from whom have dt'sceiided many

bearing his name, now generally abbreviated inti.iSill;

and two daughters, Gerdientje, who married Gerritse

A'an Couwenhoven of Brooklyn, and Anna who
became the wife of HendrickKipof New Amsterdam.
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GEDICHTEN

HET AERDTRIJCK SPREECKT
TOT SYNE OPQUECKERS.

Hoe laiig been i<-k vcrnicht <!..., r allcTluiiido <lifren

Van oiibescliDstc Inyd. van slanuiu'ii. cii van iiiiurcn.

Xoit saeli iek s'llemols g-lans bolomnuTt door't

o-lud,..>,

Tck blcof wcl moor van al. dat yd.T wiMiiich aolite

fVcrsticktrn ocudv in niyn, wat i(d<: tu voivn In-aclito.

M.IVY hoy ocn S(.nnc-s,-liyn. ocn ataiglionanir lorlit

Myn nionwon Adam gaff. (..m-Ii andrr voodsid broelit;

iJoen i(dv glieon naonL on liail, wist gliy m'coii naom to

Van Ftroclit omlioi-dompt. oon oorc lioooli vorlieven

Om myno vrnchtliaorlioit : Xu wacld liior naorniaels

Ivk lion gonnog liopi'dnokt tut mynos nanions oit.

Poor't koiini, en lnHim-ii'cwas, dour iiatTdon, en door

Door't vrncht. daelit, die nit miin komen

Dat unit to \-mvn was. dat breng iok voor den dag

I)aer ijder uit }ir(itijt naer wenscb iiit treekon nuii;
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POEMS

THE EARTH SPEAKS TO ITS CULTI-
VATORS.

How long, mv worth, <liil ereatiii-es of all kinds

eschew,-

—

The ant, the slimy siiaki', ami th' iiucoutli savag-e ei'cw.

Shut out from heaven's light hy the umbrageous

wooil.

Did nauglit tliat 1 jirodiu-ed, e'er savor of the good.

Mother of all I was; Ijnt little did they i-are

If what I might bring fortli did evrr breathe the air.

J>ut heat and sunshine miw— a liright and genial

sky.

Infuse in me new life and m.)urisliment supply;

And when I had mi name, you gave the name to me

Of Utreclit, uurenowned, f)r uiy fertility.

,Au honor great this is; but bide my futiu-e fame ;

I now am satisfied by tlT hduor of my nauK\

By grain and orchard fruit, by horsrs and by kine,

By plants and by a race of men,— all growth of mine.

What never was before, I firing to open view,

So all may protit draw as they may choose to do.
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Ick .laiK-k u (lie luijii Lclit su eerlijck nit o-],etuu-liei

Bidt iiu o]ii Zfgiuy Godt met kiiijeii kmin --IiuIki-'ci

^^.it salt 11 seliaaiUijek siju, soo't koiupt uit s'liartse

i;-ruiit,

AVaiit Ciodt laet iiiiiimeriiR'Or vergaoii eeii suij\-i

muni.

Xll'At^IUS DE f^ILLE,

(IKAziFSCIlRlFT.

llier leitlt de ccrst gol)uort van (.'(irtilliau vtTstutcn :

!)(. I'l'i'ste van liot dorp ^an rtroclit gesproton,

Onnnsel v.H.rt gctult, ,.iiiius»/l wcdi -oniclit,

(uidtgccl't datnu't fgcte^cl liiornaa vvu lu'tor lii<lit.

K. I., s. k;.-.!.

GilESANG or DK WYSE VAN DE
110 PSALM.

1. Godt stfk uns liior tut dor r.arkai-a s]iijt

Tut sijiics nacnn-ns vw wilt vrulijk singon.

En van pert*,' met vivudt sijii lut' vuui't liringvn

Sou sal kii wuncn bii uns allu tljt.

iJidt drm dat liij uns sijnun zeging soindt.

En uns (h.mr sijii gtiiatMlu Mil liowarcn,

Suu sal gocn (piat'd grspduck <ins wfdorvaren,

Dan sullen wij in vu,,i-siM,cd krijgvn 't rindt.



I'OKMf^ OF DE SILLE. VJ"

Thanks Ite from inc to you wlio tlms my wortli

display;

Upon y<uu' l)c"n(lo(l knees God's Idessing linmLly iivay.

You never liai^ni shall know, if iVoni tlie heart it

spring;

For God will not let die, who faithful voiees hring.

NiCASIUS DE S[LLE,

ccctnii.

EPITAPH.
Here lies tlie iirst of Cm-telyou from life withdrawn,

—

The iirst eliild in the village of our Utrecht l>orn
;

Brought forth in innoeenee, snatched hence without

a stain,

God gave it heing here, a Letter life to gain.

N. D. S. 1657.

SONG IN THE MANNER OF THE
IIGTH PSALM.

1. God sets us here nntil hai-hai-ic fell.

The glory of liis name, shall gla.lly sing,

And from the earth His praises forth shall hring,

So He with us uuiy hencelorth ever dwell.

2. Pray Him on us his hlessings to liestow.

Our lives pri'ser\ing hy His sovereign grace.

So we no evil spirit e'er slmll face,

And may prospei'ity forever know.



194 POEMS OF DE SILLE.

3. Hij >;il (ins stei-ck makcu dnnv sijiie kraelit,

Uiis van niHiiltilrnft \'t_'i-sii.'n. van vec vermeren,

Barbai'cn vn licnijdcii aan cms wuercu.

Dareoni valt lioni te voot mot allc maclit.

4. J)e llec'V vcivjueckt die sijii in druck vn pijn:

Want sijne brai'bt is groot niet uit te sprakou;

Dareom O Godtl wilt uwe liaiit uit steeken

En staon ons Lij die uwe kindci-s sijn.

AVi.i sondaei-s, Heei'. vallen vom- U tor jk

A'ersiieken U l)ijstant die wij vertronwe

Ouse lioeder sijt gliij in ons lienonweu

Dareom kompt U, Hoer, aUeen dc eer.

tcapAS cA^li
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3. His jiowor witli sti-t'in;-tli shall always ns endow,

Our wants to nu-ot, our rattle to increase,

Ourselves from savages and foes release;

For wdiieh to Hun devoutly let us liow.

4. He eomforts wlio in pain and sorrow are;

His pow'r is iuexpressilde and -rand.

God: stret.-li ,,nt t,i us Thy helimi- hand,

And keep Thy eliildreu in Thy tender care.

5. Sinners, Lord, we how Ijefore Thy throne,

Iniph)re Thy aid, in wliieh our trust we place;

Thou our i)roteetion ai't in our .listress
;

The glory, Lord, we give to Thee alone.

NiCASIUS liE SiLLE,

n;:ui!l.

25
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Jews in New York, 94
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Kerfbyl, Dr. Johannes, 98
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Dutch ministers preach against.
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Lenipr, Maji.r |>. .V, article by, IS
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acknowledgment to, 141
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Louis XIV,,
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Coehnan, 105

Disappears, lOS

Lalemant, Father Hi.
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Xieuhoff, Jolian, lines by, on
Steemlam's portrait, 34

Niewenluiysen, Joannes, 81
Nieweuliuysen, Rev. "Wni., death

of, 92

Notieed, 90, 178

:Ministry of, 140, 147
Controversy with Anilros,179
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ot'8teendain,-J4, 32, 43, 43,
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at, 177
Point of Larks, eartluiuake at,
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Polhemus, Rev. Johannes Thco-
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Verse on a, 160, 101
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Origin ,,fpoeni,29

Prepnii,.iii> I,, iiiiiii.-liv.sO
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St. LawreiK-e river disturlicd liy an
raitliquakclTd, ITT

St. Paul, bay "f, mountain sunlv

Salniurs,' Dnni. Daillr, latu Pro-
fr-ur at, ml

San.Ivs, Ihrlii.l Vii-inia poet, 29
S:iraln-a, -raiil> nnantl near, KCl

Scliaats. I)(.iiiiiu',..fN.'wAll.anv,

Ih fails

At All

ScliiUler, au assumed name, 95,
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Sc-liool, Dutcli, eonneeteil with

lus, Rev. Henricus, marriage
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Prcaelies to free negroes, 88
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Arrival in New York, 93
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Corresponds with Prof. Sen-
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Friend of Nicholas Bayard,
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Rival poet of, 17
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Ancestry of. 80
Education .if, SI
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Eui'i'mates to America, S4

Letter on obtaining a church
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Domestic relations of, 139
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Account of cartliquakes and
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Related to Dom.Niewhuv.s.ai.
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Sillc, Nicasius, 85
Simitierc, M. du, manuscripts of,
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Slaves manumitted, 88
Sloughter, Gov. hesitates to ex-

ecute Leisler, 114
Arrival of, 119

Sluys in Flanders, Dom. Coel-

man from, 105

Sluyter, Peter, a Labadist, 95, 97,

105
Small pox, prevalence of, 174
Song in the manner of 116th

Psalm, 193, 193
South Rivci-, lauds on, sold, 39

Spec hi, M:i( liiilt,nuirriesDomine

Speeht Malil.'l,!, liirthdav garland
inlioui.i- of, lis, 149

Speelman, (oruclius, [lortrait of

Spurring Verses tot lie Friends of
the colony, noticed, 11, 13,

18, «8
Published, 30

Staten Island, 94
Domine Van Der Boscli,
goes from, fo Esopus, 110

Churcl, declines at, 119
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I Holland, 10

g the Dutch
Poems p
Regislen

poets, 11

Poetical publications of, 11

Portrait of, 13

Rival poets of, 17

Additional notes of, 18

Memoir of, 33
Birth of, 33
His poetry, 33, 35, 26
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PuMi-hc, ,.

Proi" il\ o\
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iiliany

t'ouditiou of colony on his

Writes in behalfofthe colony,
38

Plan of his poem, 28, 29
Portrait of, 33
Settles at Batavia, in Java, 33
His wife, 33
Superintendent of an orphan

Notices of by other writers,

34
Steendam, Vredegund, 33

Steenwyck, Cornelius, widow of,

marries Dom. Selyns, 139

Stuyfsant, original name of Stuy-
vesant, 181

Stuyvesant, Annake, sister of
Peter, 183

Stuyvesant, Rev. Balthazar, 183
Settles at Berlic urn, 183
Comes from Dclfzvl, 183
Marriages of, 182

"

Children of, 183
Stuvvesant, Gov. Peter, Council-

lor of State under, 17

lle(iuests aid, 27
Visits Esopus, 84
Eniplovs Dom. Selvns to

preach at bis Bouwerv, 88
Vcrsi> inMiv-,si'.l lo, 103

Epita,.!, lor. Hid, u;i

Teai-hci' orchiMn II of, 171

Goes lo Holland, 171

Judith Van Iseud(.orn, sup-

posed to belong to his

family, 173
Widow' of, 173

Witness at a baptism, 173

Notice of, 181, 187

His origin, 181

Origin of the name of, 183

Sluyvesant, Nicholas Wm. 173

Supawn, 41
Sniiuam, no ships from, 106

Swancn.lacl .ai the Delaware, 73
Surdc,-, (Apcliiion a-aiust, 188

dis

Tartarv, work on Embassv
Tellenaer, a Quaker leade



206





















.'/5^

*;*

^•^•»'4-'^

'^.*x«i?^



:/^'!;^



«'rv


